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Chaplain’s Corner: 
 

     Summer is here in beautiful Northern Minnesota with it's long daylight hours, the beauty of green growing things, and the sound of bird songs 
from early morning to late evening.  Been thinking of other long days- days of grieving over loss of a loved one, or loss of health.  Perhaps you 
know long days of pain- either physical, or emotional, or mental- along with sleepless nights that leave you feeling tired and weary to face another 
long day.  Just read from a devotional called  "Our Daily Bread" for June 22 about a man who knew long painful days. Here is a quote from part of 
David McCasland's writing: 
 
     The Old Testament character, Job, repeatedly considered God's creation in his struggle to make sense of the numbing loss of his health, his 
wealth, and his children.  
     --Creation itself did not answer Job's questions, but the heavens and the earth pointed him to God the Creator, who alone could respond with 
help and hope.    
     --The Lord who upholds the universe by the "word of His power" (Hebrews 1:3; Colossians  
1:17) is in control of our everyday lives.  Experiences that seem "empty places" are all undergirded by our heavenly Father's power and love." 
 
     If you are experiencing long days of "empty places", seek the God of creation who knows all about you. If you need to talk with someone, please  
feel free to call. 
 
God bless and keep you, 
Bruce Holden, DAV Chaplain (218) 407-0925 Mavis Holden, DAVA Co-Chaplain (218) 407-0927 

Service Officer’s Corner: 
 
(Q) Does my enrollment in the VA Health Care System affect my eligibility for emergency care?  (A)YES. Your local VA medical center’s benefits 
counselor can explain how enrollment (or other special status categories)   affect your eligibility. (Q) If I have other insurance (Tricare, Medicare, 
Medicaid, Blue Cross, etc.). Will it affect whether claims for emergency services will be paid at VA expense?  (A) YES. It may your local VA med-
ical center’s benefits counselor can explain how other insurance can affect whether the VA can pay for your non-VA medical claims. 
Non-VA Facilities pamphlet www4.va.gov/hac/forbeneficiaries/fmp/fmp.asp for more information call the Fargo VA Patient Advocate, Tim Cam-
eron (701) 232-2341 ext3837. 
 
Fargo VA 1-701-232-3241 or 1701-239-3700 1-800 410-9723   Main Category # 1 to refill prescriptions, check the status of your refills, or check 
your upcoming appointments  1-855-560-1718( Appointment inquiry Option #1) (prescription refill & status  Option # 2 >Refill  2> Status) have 
your SS# and prescriptions  Refill # available when calling  Main Category # 2 planning /canceling clinic visits or messages for your provider. 
Please pick your clinics number from list below to make/cancel your visit. If you need help finding your clinic number or you’re calling after your 
clinic closes, press 0 for the operator. (Ambulatory Surgery   9-3921)  (Audiology 9-3748) (Blue Team 9-2584) (Cardiology 9-3529) 
(Dental 9-3371) (Dental Eligibility 9-3453) (eye 9-3993) ( General Surgery, Ortho, Podiatry, ent, Rheumatology, urology 9-3833) ( GI Procedures 9
-3510) ( Gold Team 9-3905) (nephrology, infectious disease, Hepatitis C  9-2420) ( Home based Primary care 9-4316) (mental health 9-3150)   
(neurology , endo/glucose  9-2420) ( pulmonary 9-3524) (radiology 9-3204) Red team & Desk 4 9-2981) 
Will continue on this next month. 
 
Service Officer Robert Saddoris  (218) 243-2663 

NEXT MEETING: National Guard Armory Bemdiji, MN 
Monday, July 15th at 7pm at the  

Commander’s Corner: 
 

Another month gone by and we move forward in to July. The next two months will really hit us hard on clothing to pick up and ship. We are short 
of Volunteers to work with clothing, if there is any way you could give your chapter 4-5 hours a week it would go a long way in getting our trailers 
filled and to Savers. We then would have more funds for your fellow veterans needs. We have had many new members over the last two months 
thanks to your fellow Chapter members. Forget- Me – Not season is here will start in July. Once again I am honored to be your Commander. 

Commander George Edwards   (218) 556-4633 
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NEXT MEETING:  
DAV Headquarters at  

5441 15th Street NW, Bemidji, MN
Monday, January 18th at 6:30pm

CH. #7 UPCOMING HOLIDAYS & EVENTSCH. #7 UPCOMING HOLIDAYS & EVENTS
Dec 7th – Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day
Dec 10th – Hanukkah Begins
Dec 21st – Chapter Christmas Party Cancelled due to virus 

restrictions
Dec 24th – Christmas Eve
Dec 25th – Christmas Day
Dec 26th – Kwanzaa Begins
Dec 31st – New Year’s Eve
Jan 1st – New Year’s Day
Jan 4th – DAV Executive Board Meeting @ 1830 Hours
Jan 18th – Martin Luther King Day
Jan 18th – General membership meeting @ 1830 Hours
Feb 1st – Beginning of Black History Month
Feb 1st – DAV Executive Board Meeting @ 1830 Hours
Feb 14th – Valentine’s Day
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ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY CANCELLED

It has been decided that due to the COVID-19 restrictions that are now in place, we will have 
to cancel our annual Christmas Party scheduled for the 21st of December. It was further 

decided that the Executive Committee and General Membership meetings for the month of 
December be cancelled as well. We are currently planning to resume our regular meeting 

schedule in January if the restrictions have been lifted.
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THE DISABLED AMERICAN VETERAN NORTH CENTRAL MINNESOTA  
CHAPTER # 7 REGULARLY CONVENED ON 16 NOVEMBER 2020 AT 1830.   

	Opening Prayer

	Pledge of Allegiance 

A. Roll Call of Officers to determine if quorum is present 

Commander (Acting) Darrel Baltzell Present
Commander (leave) Joe Vene Present
Sr Vice Commander Darrel Baltzell Present
Junior Vice Commander Vacant N/A
Adjutant David Myers Present
Treasurer Scotty Allison Present
Chaplain Mike Gutz Present
Judge Advocate Jeri Harvey Present
Sergeant-At-Arms Bruce Tiegen Present
Officer of the Day Glen Aagard Present
Historian Vacant N/A

B.  Members present: 15

C.  Introduction of guests or visitors, prospective new 
members, and transfers to Chapter #7.

Guests/Visitors: None

Prospective new members: None

Transfers in:  None

D. Special Election: 

Report from the Nomination Committee. The following 
members are interested (and nominated) in the open 
positions:

	Commander: Gene Schwantes
	Sr. Vice Commander: Darrell Baltzell
	Jr Vice Commander: Jeff Meyer

At this time, the floor opened up for nominations: There 
were no additional nominations at this time. The special 
election was called at this time. Because there was a 
single nominee for each office, a voice vote was held. 
Below is the slate of officers for the remainder of the term, 
ending in March 2021.

Commander Gene Schwantes Present
Sr Vice Commander Darrel Baltzell Present
Junior Vice Commander Jeff Meyer Present
Adjutant David Myers Present
Treasurer Scotty Allison Present
Chaplain Mike Gutz Present
Judge Advocate Jeri Harvey Present
Sergeant-At-Arms Bruce Tiegen Present
Officer of the Day Glen Aagard Present
Historian Vacant N/A

D.	 Installation of New officers: At this time, the newly 
elected officers were installed.

E.  Minutes of Previous Meeting:  The minutes of 
September 21, 2020 were read. Motion to approve made 
by Ward Sutton, seconded by Glen Aagard. Motion 
Carried.                           

F.	 Financial Report: Financial Report for 1 – 31 
October2020:  Chapter treasurer Scotty 

	 Allison gave the report for September 2020. Motion to 
accept the report as read was made  

      By Glen Aagard, 2nd by Bruce Tiegen. Motion Carried. 

G.  New Member Obligation: None

H.  Communications: 

The following communications were received: Various 
donations, as well as thank you notes. All are stored 
in the November 2020 folder, if anyone wishes to read 
them. 

I.	  Committee Reports: 
1.	 Membership Report: No report given
2.	  Service Officer Report: No report given
3.	 Legislative Report: No report given
4.	 Hospital Chaplain Report (Includes Sickness and 

Distress): 
5.	 Entertainment: Eagles reserved for our Christmas 

Party on 21 December. Cancelled
6.	 Fundraising committee: No report given
7.	 Newsletter Committee: No report given
8.	 Medical Equipment: 7 donations were received; 8 

distributions were made. 

J.	 Old Business: None

K.	New Business:
1.	 Darrell Baltzell proposes canceling our December 

executive board meeting as well as our regular 
scheduled meeting. Scotty seconded the proposal. 
Motion carried.

2.	 Tom Annonson brought up the Civil Air Patrol and 
Wreaths across America program. Scotty Alli-
son proposes that we purchase $1500.00 worth 
of wreaths, setting aside one wreath for Ginger 
Edwards, and one wreath for Sandy Sterr. Darrell 
Baltzell seconded. Motion carried.

L.	 Executive Committee Action Items: None

M.	 Good of the Order: Nothing brought forward.

N.	 Motion to adjourn: Motion made by Tom Annonson,  
2nd by Darrell Baltzell.  Motion carried.     

The meeting was adjourned at 1913 hours. The next 
meeting will be held on 18 January 2020 at 1830 at the 
Chapter Headquarters. 
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long day.  Just read from a devotional called  "Our Daily Bread" for June 22 about a man who knew long painful days. Here is a quote from part of 
David McCasland's writing: 
 
     The Old Testament character, Job, repeatedly considered God's creation in his struggle to make sense of the numbing loss of his health, his 
wealth, and his children.  
     --Creation itself did not answer Job's questions, but the heavens and the earth pointed him to God the Creator, who alone could respond with 
help and hope.    
     --The Lord who upholds the universe by the "word of His power" (Hebrews 1:3; Colossians  
1:17) is in control of our everyday lives.  Experiences that seem "empty places" are all undergirded by our heavenly Father's power and love." 
 
     If you are experiencing long days of "empty places", seek the God of creation who knows all about you. If you need to talk with someone, please  
feel free to call. 
 
God bless and keep you, 
Bruce Holden, DAV Chaplain (218) 407-0925 Mavis Holden, DAVA Co-Chaplain (218) 407-0927 

Service Officer’s Corner: 
 
(Q) Does my enrollment in the VA Health Care System affect my eligibility for emergency care?  (A)YES. Your local VA medical center’s benefits 
counselor can explain how enrollment (or other special status categories)   affect your eligibility. (Q) If I have other insurance (Tricare, Medicare, 
Medicaid, Blue Cross, etc.). Will it affect whether claims for emergency services will be paid at VA expense?  (A) YES. It may your local VA med-
ical center’s benefits counselor can explain how other insurance can affect whether the VA can pay for your non-VA medical claims. 
Non-VA Facilities pamphlet www4.va.gov/hac/forbeneficiaries/fmp/fmp.asp for more information call the Fargo VA Patient Advocate, Tim Cam-
eron (701) 232-2341 ext3837. 
 
Fargo VA 1-701-232-3241 or 1701-239-3700 1-800 410-9723   Main Category # 1 to refill prescriptions, check the status of your refills, or check 
your upcoming appointments  1-855-560-1718( Appointment inquiry Option #1) (prescription refill & status  Option # 2 >Refill  2> Status) have 
your SS# and prescriptions  Refill # available when calling  Main Category # 2 planning /canceling clinic visits or messages for your provider. 
Please pick your clinics number from list below to make/cancel your visit. If you need help finding your clinic number or you’re calling after your 
clinic closes, press 0 for the operator. (Ambulatory Surgery   9-3921)  (Audiology 9-3748) (Blue Team 9-2584) (Cardiology 9-3529) 
(Dental 9-3371) (Dental Eligibility 9-3453) (eye 9-3993) ( General Surgery, Ortho, Podiatry, ent, Rheumatology, urology 9-3833) ( GI Procedures 9
-3510) ( Gold Team 9-3905) (nephrology, infectious disease, Hepatitis C  9-2420) ( Home based Primary care 9-4316) (mental health 9-3150)   
(neurology , endo/glucose  9-2420) ( pulmonary 9-3524) (radiology 9-3204) Red team & Desk 4 9-2981) 
Will continue on this next month. 
 
Service Officer Robert Saddoris  (218) 243-2663 

NEXT MEETING: National Guard Armory Bemdiji, MN 
Monday, July 15th at 7pm at the  

Commander’s Corner: 
 

Another month gone by and we move forward in to July. The next two months will really hit us hard on clothing to pick up and ship. We are short 
of Volunteers to work with clothing, if there is any way you could give your chapter 4-5 hours a week it would go a long way in getting our trailers 
filled and to Savers. We then would have more funds for your fellow veterans needs. We have had many new members over the last two months 
thanks to your fellow Chapter members. Forget- Me – Not season is here will start in July. Once again I am honored to be your Commander. 

Commander George Edwards   (218) 556-4633 

Chapter Officers 
 

Commander: George Edwards  (218) 556-4633 Senior Vice Commander: Dave Sterr  (218) 751-6178 
Adjutant/Service Officer: CDR Robert Saddoris  H: (218) 243-2663/C (218) 209-1863/saddoris@paulbunyan.net 

1st Junior Vice Commander:   Mike Zimmerman (218) 252-2061     2nd Junior Vice Commander (North): Jay Ruediger (218) 395-0318  
Treasurer: Jeri Harvey     Chaplain: Bruce Holden (218) 467-3591     Assistant Chaplain Northern Region: Walter James 612-618-3377 
Judge Advocate: Vacant     Sergeant-at-Arms: Bruce Tiegen  (218) 333-8501     Clothing Chairman: Mike Zimmerman  (218) 252-2061 

Officer of the Day/Equipment Chairman: Glenn Aagard  (218) 556-7999     Historian: Billy Wood  (218) 368-2967 
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UPCOMING DAV MN OUTDOOR EVENTS

The Minnesota DAV Department’s Outdoor 
program has scheduled their upcoming 

events and posted them on their website. 
Check them out at:

https://davmn.org/events-activities/events-for-veterans/
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- BEMIDJI VAN - 
DAV NORTHWEST TRANSPORTATION DATES

www.kingoftheroadtrailers.com

■ READY-MIX CONCRETE  ■ AGGREGATES
■ ASPHALT PAVING

Sales 751-6241  |  Dispatch 751-6215 
Asphalt 751-5413  |  Toll Free (866) 383-6215

COMMANDER’S CORNER

Acting Commander’s Comments

Greetings,

This is my last newsletter as “acting Commander” as the new Commander has taken over. Please give him the same support as I have received.

The election for the three officer positions was completed at the meeting held on November 16th, 2020 and we have a new slate of officers. Gene 
Schwantes was elected as Commander, I was elected as SR. Vice Commander, and Jeff Meyer was elected as JR. Vice Commander.

Come January we get to start the election process all over again to fill the full roster of elected and appointed positions, so keep that in mind if 
you are interested in running for any of those.

Clothing is still coming in full force and we are still limited to one semi-trailer a month, so we are stock piling in the warehouse and hoping 
things will change soon. Savers is currently down to about 54 trailers full of soft goods left to unload and tthat better than the 109 that they 
were at a month ago.       

Good news, the work that was done on the furnace, was done by Hill’s Heating, and that came to about $500, which was donated by Hills. A 
big thanks to Steve!

Unfortunately, the Christmas party has been cancelled due to the virus.  Maybe we can have one in the spring and call it a coming out to greet 
after the winter. 

It has been a pleasure to serve as your interim Commander.                                                  

Thank you!

Darrel Baltzell
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CHAPLAIN’S CORNER

Three months have passed (Sept - Nov) since the start of the Election process and now we are waiting for Congress to certify the election results 
for our President of The United States on December 14th.

Regardless of your position on the issue, and conditions in our country, these three months bring back scriptural memories (1 Kings 11-12 & 2 
Chronicles 9:31; 10-11); when Israel as a United Kingdom became divided into two kingdoms.  The northern ten tribes of the original United 
Kingdom of Israel broke away and became The Kingdom of Israel and the southern two tribes of the original United Kingdom of Israel became 
The Kingdom of Judah.  The process of this division is the subject of this article.  

First, a cautionary note about the bridging principle for biblical interpretation requiring the full meaning and context of the original text.  This 
involves rules of interpretation and application for the comparison of past events to the future.  There are many rules for biblical interpretation 
called hermeneutics to ensure people do not take the scriptures out of context and make it say something the original author never intended, 
yet people do this all the time.  Biblical misinformation is tragic.  One example is to compare Israel’s divided monarchy with the United 
and Confederate States, there are similarities/patterns, but there are dissimilarities as well.  An example is Israel and the United States both 
experience a succession, but for different reasons.  Yet Israel’s civil war was averted because the king of the south (Rehoboam, Solomon’s son 
and heir to the throne) listened to God and decided not to attack the king of the north (Jeroboam, Solomon’s administrator for slave labor) to 
force unification.  Rehoboam’s original plan of forced unification would be more like North Korea’s intensions during their invasion of June 
1950 (my history understanding). This leads us to the division process.   

The original purpose of Israel’s division has more to do with God’s purpose at that time in history (931 BC) as well as Jesus’ time (4 BC - 30 
AD) and the promise God made to King David (1 Kings 11:1-13).  Solomon’s reputation for wisdom and following God early in his life is in 
stark contrast to his later years of worshiping other gods (such as Molech - the god who commands infanticide).  This happened because of the 
influence of his many wives (1 Kings 11:4-6).  As a result, his kingdom would be divided upon his death, when his son Rehoboam, became king.  
This was not all, Solomon also implemented a very harsh slave labor policy.  God informed Rehoboam and Jeroboam through His prophets His 
intention to make them both kings, which is why Solomon wanted to kill Jeroboam who had to flee to Egypt.  

All of these factors played a role into the division of the kingdom under Rehoboam.  The actual split in the kingdom (2 Chronicles 10 & 1 
King 11) occurred when Rehoboam chose to listen to his young inexperienced advisors instead of his older more experienced advisors (sound 
familiar?), while refusing to listen to Israel’s general public too (sound familiar?).  All the Levites and Priests in Israel left and 
went to Judah because Jeroboam’s false prophets forced them out (2 Chronicles 10:13-17).  As a result, this strengthened 
Rehoboam and the Kingdom of Judah, even though Rehoboam was an extremely strict and harsh king, but he listened 
and followed God’s instruction, help build Judah’s defenses and spiritual life.  In later years there would be no good 
king in the divided kingdom of Israel, although God encouraged Jeroboam to be good and follow His ways, he 
refused.  There were some good kings in the divided kingdom of Judah.  Yet, all of this was still under God’s control 
and for God’s purposes (2 Chronicles 10:15). We need to remember that, despite how the election results may turn 
out, God still has a purpose for our nation.

Blessings,

Mike & Julie Gutz 
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2 convenient locations in Bemidji:
North location: 8001 Irvine Ave • South location: 2202 Division St

Gasoline * Diesel * Propane * Deli * Snacks * Cold Drinks * Hot Coffee

Where EVERYONE is a VIP!
Sign up for  

Northdale Rewards! 

It’s FREE! It’s EASY!

Propane Office: 785 Louise Lane NW   (218) 444-6637
3330 Irvine Avenue NW • Bemidji, MN 56601

Tel: 218-751-3159
osfh@paulbunyan.net

www.portablejohn.net • pjohns@portablejohn.net

13047  
Cardinal Rd NW 
Bemidji, MN

The Finest in Cakes, Pastries & Breads

218-444-BUNS  www.gr8buns.com

Come in for coffee & a roll!

Breakfast • Lunch • Soup & Sandwich

Raphael’s
Bakery & Cafe

Military
Discounts

24330 480th St.
Laporte, MN 

56461

Shops Located at:

pvtc24@gmail.com
Cell: 218 556 1991

Phone: 218 751 9624

Thunderbird Graphics
675 Mag Seven Ct SW 

Bemidji, MN 56601

www.customengravingminnesota.com

2401 Hannah Ave NW • Bemidji MN 56601

218-751-0850 
bemidjifloral.net

The Fargo VA has indefinitely suspended the use of the DAV van for transporting patients 
to and from the Medical Center due to the Covid19 virus.  

We will post the information and schedule here when they let us know  
the van service will be able to resume transporting patients again.

ATTENTION VAN USERS
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