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COMMANDER’S CORNER

Greetings Veterans,

Well, good news, winter made it, so here we are in the cold and snow and wondering when will it end. I know for me
summer flew by, but winter has always seemed to take its slow sweet time to get out of here, but as the story goes, the
bugs aren’t very bad at this time of year.

I hope everyone is doing well, shoveling the snow, staying warm, shoveling the snow, getting your taxes done, shoveling
the snow, getting out and about and not being cooped in, and of course, shoveling the snow.

We had a Great Christmas Party, with approximately 125 people in attendance, which I believe is the most that we
have ever had. It was good to see so many old friends that I have made since joining DAV and I look forward to next
summer’s picnic.

The Chapter is doing well, the clothing program just keeps on plugging along, 52 weeks a year, and it has been going
longer than the Pony Express lasted and way longer than any one President has ever held office. The people working in
the clothing program are a bunch of tough old birds, working in the rain, sleet, snow, and sometimes even the heat. We
are also refurbishing some of our clothing bins, getting them sand blasted, repaired, and repainted. If we do all of them,
it will be a several year project.

At the January meeting, nominations will be taken for the following positions: Commander, Sr. Vice Commander, and
Jr. Vice Commander. Please get a hold of the nominating committee and get your name put in for the position that you
are interested in and if elected it will be a very rewarding experience.

As always, if you have any questions or concerns, just give me a call and I will do my best to answer them.

Wishing you a great 2026,
Gene Schwantes, Commander, DAV Chapter 7, and proud of it!

AUXILIARY CORNER

Dear DAV and Auxiliary Members,

Happy Holidays, we at the DAV #7 Auxiliary hope everyone had a blessed holiday and are looking forward to the new
year!.

We have some exciting projects coming up in volunteer services, more information to come in our future meeting
minutes. We hope that you can join us to learn more of what this new year will have to bring in 2026.

We will not be having a meeting in January or February but do look forward to our March meeting which will take place
the third Monday of the month.

Happy New Year to all!
The DAV #7 Auxiliary
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THE DISABLED AMERICAN VETERANS NORTH CENTRAL CHAPTER #7
REGULARLY CONVENED ON 17 NOVEMBER 2025 AT 1830.

QPENING CEREMONY:; * OPENING PRAYER * PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
A. ROLL CALL of OFFICERS to determine if a quorum is present.

Commander Gene Schwantes Present

Senior Vice Commander Darrell Baltzell Present

Junior Vice Commander Tom Annonson Excused
Adjutant Jeff Meyer Present

Treasurer Jeri Harvey Present

Chaplain Mike Gutz Excused
Judge Advocate Ward Sutton Present

Sergeant-At-Arms Bruce Tiegen Present

Officer of the Day Glen Aagard Present

Historian Vacant N/A

B. Members Present: 17
C. Introduction of Guests or Visitors: Lila Tenison, welcome Lila!

D.Minutes of Previous Meeting: Motion to accept previous meeting minutes
as read by Steve, 2d by Dave, the motion carried.

E. Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Jeri read the October treasurer’s report.
Henry motioned to accept the report, Gary made the 2d, and the motion
carried.

F. Communications:

1. DAVMN sent us a thank you for filing our financial reports on time and
reminded us that we are now facing deadlines for filing our 990, SOS,
and Attorney General filings by the end of November.

2. Middle River Veterans Outdoors sent us their annual donation request,
thank you for previous donations, and their all-new and updated
brochure highlighting their multiple outdoor programs. Please see the
adjutant or visit them online at: MRVETERANSOUTDOORS.COM for more
information or to participate.

3. DAVMN sent us congratulations to John Walker, Minnesota DAV
Volunteer of the month. Congratulations, John!

4. Gina from DAVMN updated us that “Membership Match” will continue
for the 2025-2026 membership year. She included a roster of each
chapter and details of progress towards our goals.

5. DAVMN, in conjunction with celebrating their 100th anniversary, is
celebrating Paul Wojahn, the nation’s oldest DAV Chapter Commander,
still leading with Chapter 15 in New Ulm, MN.

6. There will be a Volunteer Services Webinar hosted by Assistant National
Voluntary Services Director Oscar Olguin on 19 November at 2 PM
EST for those interested in volunteering and participating in the DAV
Scholarships.

7. DAV National announced that they have expanded its youth scholarship
program. They now offer 15 scholarships annually, totaling $140,000 in
awards. Individual scholarships range from $2,500 to $30,000.

8. DAV National has launched its new DAV Recruiter Rally for 2025-
2026. Please see the adjutant or visit the national website for more
information about this recruitment incentive.

9. We have a reminder from the state for all members to update and/or
sign up for their mydav.org profiles and accounts.

10. The National Adjutant, Barry Jesinoski, has announced a new
partnership with “Regiment,” the nation’s largest military Veteran
gaming community. More details are available on the national website.

11. DAVMN sent out a thank you to all chapters for their participation as
DAVMN celebrates 105 years.

12. Chapter 7 received the $3,500 donation, which the DAVMN executive
committee recommended in September.

G. Committee Reports:

1. Membership: Sr. Vice Darrel reported one new member this month, Lila
Tenisen, to the chapter. Welcome, Lila!

2. Service Officer: NA

3. Hospital/Sickness and Distress: Tom Annonson is currently at the
Minneapolis VA hospital, and reports are that he is making progress. He
has regained more function in his left arm, can now eat small amounts
of food, and has his cell phone with him. Tom can use the voice
commands/prompts on his cell phone, so please send him well wishes
via text or Facebook, or give him a call to say hi. If you are in the Twin
Cities area, he would love a visit!

4. Legislative: NA

5. Entertainment: Chapter 7 Christmas Party is being held on 12/15/2025
beginning at 5 PM at the Eagles Club in Bemidji. The sign-up cutoff day
is 12/5/2025, for meal headcount.

6. Publicity and Fundraising: NA

7. Medical Equipment: 26 Issues and 7 donations.
H. Executive Committee Action ltems: None.
I. Old Business: NA

J. New Business: Dave C., Jeff M., and Ward S. have volunteered to be the
nominating committee for this year’s election of officers. Henry made the
motion to approve, Darrel S. made the 2d, and the motion carried.

A veteran in need requests assistance in purchasing tires for his pickup
truck. The executive committee approved up to $700; the actual purchase
was $675.26.

Commander Gene filled in for Tom as part of the Bemidji Veterans Home
spending committee. After briefing the chapter on the veterans’ financial
needs at the home, Gary made the motion to increase our donation (a

budgeted item) to $8,000. Dave made the second motion, and it carried.

K. Good of the Order: Jim P. reminded us that the VFW will be hosting its
Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day at the Eagles Club on 12/7/2025.

L. Closing Ceremonies performed.
M. Motion to Adjourn: Motion by Steve, seconded by Darrel S. Motion carried.
> The meeting adjourned at 1914 hrs.

> Next meeting: 12/15/2025 at the Eagles Club. Social hour begins at
5:00 PM; dinner and the program start at 6:00 PM.



CHAPLAIN’S CORNER

Last month we took a break from discussing The Book of Ephesians in order to reflect on the Pearl Harbor attack, World
War II, in relation to scriptures. If we may, we would like to add a few more observations to our article last month. It is
interesting to note that the very first war to ever take place was a long time ago, in a place far, far away - heaven (Isaiah
14, Ezekiel 28, and Revelation 12). Another interesting observation is the rebirth of Israel, specifically as a Jewish nation
from out of the ruins and ashes of the Holocaust described in scripture (Ezekiel 37). Granted, there are a variety of
different views by people regarding these observations and the corresponding relationship to scriptures. The different
views held by others are beyond the scope of this article, yet these scriptures, and the corresponding events have been a
subject of past controversies.

Since this is the first article of the year, we would like to take another small break from our exploration in The Book of
Ephesians and cover a popular but misunderstood verse. Yes, there are many other misunderstood verses in The Bible,
yet this particular verse caught my attention this month. Allow us to mention a little something about the exploration
of misunderstood Bible verses. Having questions and researching scriptures is actually a wonderful way to spend time
with God. Misunderstanding scripture is a great way to start on a journey and find a little gold nugget we can keep.
Allow us to give you an easy way to misunderstand an idea using common English words - NOWHERE. We know

this is a typographical error, but what about that part of the story the original author was intending to write? There are
two possibilities, NO WHERE or NOW HERE. As a result, the reader would need to understand the context of the
passage in order to understand that particular sentence. As a result, this is where research is helpful. So, let’s get started,
NOWHERE is the verse (Matthew 7:1).

Many people consider this verse to simply mean we are not to judge others. This idea alone can open up our families to
poor, unproductive, and in some cases dangerous relationships. Yet the context of the entire passage means something
totally different. Jesus is simply stating a well known fact for anybody - not to be a hypocrite. Jesus simply wants to
protect a person from being wrongfully judged, because we all know the cruelty that comes from others when judging
hypocrites - nobody like to be judged in this manner.

Many people believe not judging others while being inclusive is the best way to handle relationships. We saw this in the
free love movement of the 1960s and we now see it in our “Woke” Diversity, Equity and Inclusion (DEI) culture. Yet we
still need to protect ourselves from unwanted, cruel and controlling relationships - something we can do for our families
this year. Some really good verses that can help us out are John 7:24, Proverbs 31:9, II Timothy 3, I Corinthians 5:9 - 13,
and III John 9-10.

Our prayer for you this year is to enjoy good, safe and protective relationships with all your families. In the mean time, if
there is something we can do for you, please call.

Take care and blessings to all of you.
Mike - DAV and Linda - Auxiliary

LUCACHICK  ARCHITECTURE, INC.

[JUEKEN'S
481 MAG SEVEN COURT SW, SUITE #9
BEMIDJL MN 56607 VILLAGE FOODS

PHONE: (218) 759-2305 NORTH - 1171 PAUL BUNYAN DR NW - 218.444.3663
www.lukearch.com SOUTH - 609 WASHINGTON AVE S -218.444.3663

SERVING BEMID]JI SINCE 1966 - EMPLOYEE OWNED SINCE 2012




e January 1: New Years Day e January 27: Signing of Vietnam Peace Accord
e January 16: Persian Golf War began (1991) (1973)
e January 19: Martin Luther King Jr Birthday e January 31: Panama Campaign Ended (1990)

The Minnesota DAV Department’s Outdoor program has scheduled their upcoming events
and posted them on their website. Check them out at: https:/davmn.org/events-activities/events-for-veterans/

March 17- March21 Late Winter Getaway- applications close Jan 5
April 13-April 18 Grand Canyon National Park Hike and Explore, applications close Jan 23

P i Iy

After Sept. 30, 2025, Veterans will have two secure options to sign in to VA.gov and VA mobile apps—a
Login.gov account or ID.me account. Most Veterans have already made the switch. If you're still

using a DS Logon username and password, we want to make sure you're prepared when this option is
discontinued by the end of September.

How to Transition

1.  Visit Creating an account for VA.gov for detailed instructions on setting up your Login.gov or
ID.me account.

2. Follow the step-by-step guide to create your account and verify your identity.

Use your new account to access VA services online as you did before.
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ADJUTANT’S CORNER

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. In lieu of our traditional minutes, the commander has requested a few words
from me to give you. Our Christmas Party, held on the 15th, was a rousing success if I do say so myself. Since it is the
season to celebrate our savior coming to this earth for the first time, we started the nights festivities oft with an opening
prayer, followed by the posting of the Colors and reading of the POW/Missing man ceremony, and singing of the
national anthem which were done by our Bemidji JROTC cadets, and who did a marvelous job for us, thank you cadets.

Some key announcements for the chapter tonight, *BSU Hockey Veterans Appreciation Day, is on 1/2/2026 (woman’s
hockey 1/30/2026). DAV has been invited to set up a promotion table. Chapter 7 will need volunteers to man the table
and our CVSO Shane Gustafson is collecting a list of names of Veterans interested in attending the game. Please see the
adjutant or the commander if interested or desire more information.

Next up; *Dan, the DAV Van coordinator, is in immediate need of drivers for the Van. There is some training involved in
this but if you have any interest in driving and serving other Veterans, please contact Dan at 218 583-1791.

Of special note tonight; *Will Klause has graciously donated one custom deer antlered ice fishing rod and reel combo. If
you want or need one of these for your personal collection, contact “Will’s Antler Creations, 828 342-9689.”

I did not get the final head count for the evening, but I know it was very near 100. I personally was able to spend the
evening with our four newest members of chapter 7 and their spouses, and we had a great time getting to know one
another and enjoyed the delicious beef and chicken entrée’ served by the always excellent staft at the Eagles club, many
thanks to you folks for serving us tonight.

After dinner, our Sr. Vice Darrel Baltzell, who put the whole Christmas Party together for us, with help from our
auxiliary commander Linda, gave away fifteen hundred dollars’ worth of door prizes. Darrel puts together our Christmas
and our summer picnics which are always full of plenty of opportunities to eat and take away some swag in the form

of door prizes. Darrel’s position as Senior Vice, Gene’s position as commander, and Tom Annonson’s position as Junior
Vice are also open to nominations for new leaders this year. Please see Jeff Meyer the adjutant, Ward Sutton, or Dave
Chamness if you are interested in one of these three elected positions, or one of the many offices that the new leadership
will have to fill.

Please remember that while the Holidays are usually full of fun, family and friends, it can be a very difficult time for our
Veterans and others dealing with trauma, anxiety, depression and so many other emotional difficulties. If someone you
know is isolated, withdrawn, living in fear and loneliness, or if you simply have an impulse to contact a Veteran friend or
family member or loved one, obey the impulse, pick up the phone and have a conversation with them. Better yet, invite

them out for a breakfast, lunch or dinner, or even just a coffee and reconnect. Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

God Bless

Jeft Meyer
Adjutant

DAV Chapter 7
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MINNESOTA: DAV OF MN PODCAST
DAY

LT A monthly podcast presented by the DAV of Minnesota. Find Veterans of
the North where you get your podcasts.

Empowering All
Who Served

NATIONAL: COMMANDER’S ACTION NETWORK (CAN)

To stay informed and take action to support federal legislation and policies affecting veterans, their
families and survivors, please join DAV CAN (Commander’s Action Network).

To enroll, go to the DAV.org website and do a search for the “Commander’s Action Network” it will
direct you to a results page and there you will find the link to sign up and become an active participant
in the program. Once you are enrolled you will periodically receive emails with “canned” letters to
your individual representatives on legislative matters pertaining to veterans’ issues that are currently
before them in Congress encouraging them to act on behalf of all veterans that the proposed bill in
question is addressing. Simply click the “take action” button at the bottom of the email and the letter
will automatically be sent.

NATIONAL: NATIONAL LEGISLATION NEWS

Keep up with legislation at the National Level by visiting https://www.dav.org/about-dav/legislation

NATIONAL: NATIONAL MEMBER NEWS

The link below is to the National’s web page that highlights some of the activities of Chapters and
members from around the Country. The page has some interesting accounts of the various things
that might spark some ideas that other Chapters might consider incorporating in their local areas of
influence.

Check it out at https://www.dav.org/news-media/member-news
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VA: IMPORTANCE OF MAINTAINING YOUR VA ID CARD

As a Veteran receiving health care, one of the most crucial assets you possess is your VA ID card. It’s imperative to
understand why maintaining and updating your VA ID card is essential and how you can ensure it remains functional.

Identification at VA Facilities

Your VA ID card serves as your primary identification at VA facilities. Whether you're seeking medical care, accessing
benefits, or attending appointments, this card is vital. It streamlines the identification process, reducing potential human
errors and allowing seamless access to your personal files and medical records.

Check-in for Appointments
When you have appointments at VA facilities, your VA ID card is a necessity for check-in. It helps staft quickly verify
your identity, ensuring a smooth and efficient process.

Updating Your VA ID Card

If you need to update your VA ID card, visit the enrollment office at your local VA facility. No appointment is necessary
for this process. The staft at the enrollment office are there to assist you in updating your information. Don't hesitate to
ask any VA employee for guidance or assistance. They are more than willing to help you navigate the process of updating
or obtaining a new VA ID card.

Inspecting Your VA ID Card for Serviceability

Image Accuracy
Ensure that the photo on your card accurately reflects your current appearance. If not, it might be time for an update.

Expiration Check
Regularly check the expiration date on your VA ID card. An expired card might hinder your access to services and
benefits. If your card has expired or is about to, it’s crucial to visit the enrollment office for renewal.

Ensuring Barcode and Card Information Accuracy

Your VA ID card’s barcode and information play a pivotal role in swiftly accessing the benefits and services youre
entitled to as a veteran. Regularly inspecting and ensuring the integrity of these components is essential for a hassle-free
experience when utilizing your card at VA facilities. If you notice any issues with the barcode, information accuracy, or

physical wear on the card, promptly address them by seeking a replacement or an update at your nearest VA enrollment
office.

Maintaining and updating your VA ID card is pivotal for ensuring a smooth experience when accessing VA services and
benefits. Whether for medical care, benefit claims, or appointments, a functional and up-to-date VA ID card simplifies
the process. The VA is committed to assisting veterans in this regard, providing the necessary resources and support for
a hassle-free experience.

Veterans have sacrificed and served our nation, and the VA ID card is a token of appreciation and commitment to
providing the care and support deserved. By keeping your VA ID card current and well-maintained, you're taking a
proactive step to ensure that you receive the benefits and services you've rightfully earned through your service to the
country.

Bemidji AEROSPACEY ==
Stellher Human Serwces MANUFACTURING JOBS

Mental health services for children and adu

- Engineers

- Fabricators
218-444-2845 www.stellher.com * Machinists__
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2)07X5 - BEMIDJI VAN - 2026

DAV NORTHWEST TRANSPORTATION DATES
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FREE RIDES To All Veterans and Caregiver (if needed)!

Northwest Transportation MN DAV
Bemidji-Fargo Trips ¢ Pick-up Points:
Bemidji National Guard Armory e Solway in front of bar « Shevlin in front of bar « Bagley Cenex Station west end of town
Fosston at LePier’s on the east end of town « Mahnomen northside of town « Ada Country Store « Main Street Leonard & Clearbrook

TO SCHEDULE RIDES FOR HIGHLIGHTED RED AREAS: 3
Call 1-855-277-9787 and follow voice prompts to leave a message. Volunteer Dr. A N_eeded-'
If you have problems leaving a message call Saddoris at 218-209-1863 (text/call). Call Saddoris for info.
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TRAVIS MALTERUD
Owner

Bemidiji: 218-759-8810
Bagley: 218-694-3789

218-444-8963 2035 Adams Ave. NW Mcintosh: 218-563-2477

. Bemidiji, MN 56601 Toll Free: 1-888-472-0230
www.countrykitchenrestaurants.com

King of the Road Trailers LLC

Tom: 218-686-8222 Trailers: Jeff: 218-760-4246
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DID YOU KNOW?

Every Support Our Troops license plate

helps fund programs for Minnesota

Veterans and their families.

‘wy) MINNESOTA DEPARTMENT
\_» OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
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Law Offices of
FULLER, WALLNER, CAYKO,
PEDERSON & HUSEBY, LTD.
514 America Ave., P.O. Box 880
Bemidji, MN 56619-0880

Office Phone:
218-751-2221
800-552-6881

Fax Number:
218-751-2285
www.lawofficemn.com

@) Netzen'’s
S ELORAL

2401 Hannah Ave NW ¢ Bemidji MN 56601

218-751-0850

bemidjifloral.net
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aiVa (X A Y\ A |

Where EVERYONE is a VIP!

2 convenient locations in Bemidji:
North location: 8001 Irvine Ave ¢ South location: 2202 Division St

Olson-
SCHWARTZ

FUNERAL HOME & CREMATION SERVICE

3330 Irvine Avenue NW ¢ Bemidji, MN 56601
Tel: 218-751-3159

osth@paulbunyan.net
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Shops Located at:

D € 24330 480thSt. Thunderbird Graphics
Casiom B 8 Laporte, MN 675 Mag Seven Ct SW
s 56461 Bemidji, MN 56601

Awards pvic24@gmail.com

_ Cell: 218 556 1991
iz Phone: 218 751 9624

www.customengravingminnesota.com
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rThunderbolt 7

Drive

semiaji, MN
MPCA

License #4139

RENTAL ano SERVICE

(218) 751-9453
www.portablejohn.net - pjohns@pauvibunyan.net

Portable Restroom Rental - Restroom Trailers
Septic System Maintenance

2 Raphael’s
Bakery & Cafe

(v 4
Finest in Cakes, Pastries & Breads

The
Breakfast ® Lunch ® Soup & Sandwich .‘ ’
218-444-BUNS s www.gr8buns.com | Q

Come in for cofffiee & a noll! Military

Discounts

(218) 444-3459
602 S. Railroad St SE « Bemidji, MN 56601
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Disabled American Veterans MAILED FROM
North Central Minnesota Chapter #7 PERMIT NO.71

P.O. BOX 564

BEMIDJI, MN 56619-0564

If you would like to receive the newsletter by email, please send your
email address to the organization at mndavchapter7@gmail.com
or call or text Tom Annonson @ 218-251-3025

¢ FREE ESTIMATES cdnﬁpiéie Collision ¢ Glass

Contact Sara
Sara fon. o, quote M%j
La b ra ate 4] www.sarasagency.com
<o StateFarm-
218-444-2400

(218) 586-3343

Josh Bradseth

8042 Flying Eagle Dr.  scenic@patlbunyan.net
Bemidji, MN 56601 Fax.(218) 586-3372

— 700 Bemidji Ave | Bemidji, MN —

Thunderbird Graphics

Penny Olson

www.tbirdgraphics.com tbirdpenny@gmail.com
g 675 Mag Seven Ct
// i ““\\ Bemidji, MN
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Qualbity Sereenpninting fon over 20 Yeans

ASE CERTIFIED MECHANICS
COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE
COMMERICAL TIRE SERVICE
PLOWS & TRUCK ACCESSORIES

218.444.9444
2618 Paul Bunyan Drive NW | Bemidji, MN 56501

skipstireservicemn.com
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