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Chaplain’s Corner: 
 

     Summer is here in beautiful Northern Minnesota with it's long daylight hours, the beauty of green growing things, and the sound of bird songs 
from early morning to late evening.  Been thinking of other long days- days of grieving over loss of a loved one, or loss of health.  Perhaps you 
know long days of pain- either physical, or emotional, or mental- along with sleepless nights that leave you feeling tired and weary to face another 
long day.  Just read from a devotional called  "Our Daily Bread" for June 22 about a man who knew long painful days. Here is a quote from part of 
David McCasland's writing: 
 
     The Old Testament character, Job, repeatedly considered God's creation in his struggle to make sense of the numbing loss of his health, his 
wealth, and his children.  
     --Creation itself did not answer Job's questions, but the heavens and the earth pointed him to God the Creator, who alone could respond with 
help and hope.    
     --The Lord who upholds the universe by the "word of His power" (Hebrews 1:3; Colossians  
1:17) is in control of our everyday lives.  Experiences that seem "empty places" are all undergirded by our heavenly Father's power and love." 
 
     If you are experiencing long days of "empty places", seek the God of creation who knows all about you. If you need to talk with someone, please  
feel free to call. 
 
God bless and keep you, 
Bruce Holden, DAV Chaplain (218) 407-0925 Mavis Holden, DAVA Co-Chaplain (218) 407-0927 

Service Officer’s Corner: 
 
(Q) Does my enrollment in the VA Health Care System affect my eligibility for emergency care?  (A)YES. Your local VA medical center’s benefits 
counselor can explain how enrollment (or other special status categories)   affect your eligibility. (Q) If I have other insurance (Tricare, Medicare, 
Medicaid, Blue Cross, etc.). Will it affect whether claims for emergency services will be paid at VA expense?  (A) YES. It may your local VA med-
ical center’s benefits counselor can explain how other insurance can affect whether the VA can pay for your non-VA medical claims. 
Non-VA Facilities pamphlet www4.va.gov/hac/forbeneficiaries/fmp/fmp.asp for more information call the Fargo VA Patient Advocate, Tim Cam-
eron (701) 232-2341 ext3837. 
 
Fargo VA 1-701-232-3241 or 1701-239-3700 1-800 410-9723   Main Category # 1 to refill prescriptions, check the status of your refills, or check 
your upcoming appointments  1-855-560-1718( Appointment inquiry Option #1) (prescription refill & status  Option # 2 >Refill  2> Status) have 
your SS# and prescriptions  Refill # available when calling  Main Category # 2 planning /canceling clinic visits or messages for your provider. 
Please pick your clinics number from list below to make/cancel your visit. If you need help finding your clinic number or you’re calling after your 
clinic closes, press 0 for the operator. (Ambulatory Surgery   9-3921)  (Audiology 9-3748) (Blue Team 9-2584) (Cardiology 9-3529) 
(Dental 9-3371) (Dental Eligibility 9-3453) (eye 9-3993) ( General Surgery, Ortho, Podiatry, ent, Rheumatology, urology 9-3833) ( GI Procedures 9
-3510) ( Gold Team 9-3905) (nephrology, infectious disease, Hepatitis C  9-2420) ( Home based Primary care 9-4316) (mental health 9-3150)   
(neurology , endo/glucose  9-2420) ( pulmonary 9-3524) (radiology 9-3204) Red team & Desk 4 9-2981) 
Will continue on this next month. 
 
Service Officer Robert Saddoris  (218) 243-2663 

NEXT MEETING: National Guard Armory Bemdiji, MN 
Monday, July 15th at 7pm at the  

Commander’s Corner: 
 

Another month gone by and we move forward in to July. The next two months will really hit us hard on clothing to pick up and ship. We are short 
of Volunteers to work with clothing, if there is any way you could give your chapter 4-5 hours a week it would go a long way in getting our trailers 
filled and to Savers. We then would have more funds for your fellow veterans needs. We have had many new members over the last two months 
thanks to your fellow Chapter members. Forget- Me – Not season is here will start in July. Once again I am honored to be your Commander. 

Commander George Edwards   (218) 556-4633 

Chapter Officers 
 

Commander: George Edwards  (218) 556-4633 Senior Vice Commander: Dave Sterr  (218) 751-6178 
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Treasurer: Jeri Harvey     Chaplain: Bruce Holden (218) 467-3591     Assistant Chaplain Northern Region: Walter James 612-618-3377 
Judge Advocate: Vacant     Sergeant-at-Arms: Bruce Tiegen  (218) 333-8501     Clothing Chairman: Mike Zimmerman  (218) 252-2061 

Officer of the Day/Equipment Chairman: Glenn Aagard  (218) 556-7999     Historian: Billy Wood  (218) 368-2967 
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Monthly Newsletter 
February 2026

UPCOMING HOLIDAYS & EVENTSUPCOMING HOLIDAYS & EVENTS

Feb 2 - Groundhog Day
Feb 8 - Super Bowl
Feb 12 - Lincoln’s Birthday
Feb 14 - Valentine’s Day
Feb 16 - President’s Day (Washington’s 

Birthday)
Feb 28-29- Ramadan

COMMANDER:	 Gene Schwantes - (218) 556-4592
SENIOR VICE: 	 Darrel Baltzell
JUNIOR VICE:	 Tom Annonson
ADJUTANT:	 Jeff Meyer
SERVICE OFFICERS:	 Tom Annonson - (218) 251-3025
TREASURER:	 Jeri Harvey 
CHAPLAIN:	 Mike Gutz - (218) 444-5015
JUDGE ADVOCATE:	 Ward Sutton
SERGEANT AT ARMS:	 Bruce Tiegen 
OFFICER OF THE DAY:	 Glenn Aagard
LEGISLATIVE OFFICER:	 Joe Vene
HISTORIAN:	 Vacant
EXEC. COMMITTEE:	 Bruce Tiegen, Gary Guggenberger, Andy Staudt, 	
	 Henry Hammerback, Jim Pinsonnault

NEXT MEETING: 
DAV Headquarters at  

5441 15th Street NW, Bemidji, MN
Monday, February 16 at 6:30pm

CHAPTER OFFICERS

North Central MN Chapter #7
PO Box 564 
Bemidji, MN 56619

www.acmetools.com

Promoting quality lifestyle choices for older adults.

620 Carr Lk Rd S, Bemidji, MN 56601

Phone: 218-751-1324
Fax: 218-444-5324

acollman@paulbunyan.net
www.AdultDayServicesBemidji.com



Beltrami Electric 
Cooperative Inc.

218-444-2540  | beltramielectric.com
Connecting Communities. Powering Life. 

www.bemidjichrysler.com www.hondaofbemidji.com

Greetings Chapter 7 Members,

Here we are in the last part of January and surprise, surprise it is cold out, and the news is, it’s going to get colder. The good news is, February is 
coming and everybody knows that February is a short month and it will be over in no time and then it is March and spring is here, nothing to it, 
another Minnesota winter under our belt.

At the Chapter, we are moving a lot of medical equipment, sadly most of it on the outbound side, which is good. That is putting a real drain on 
what we have available to help veterans with, so this is a PLEA to all members to check your garage, basement, relatives, neighbors, etc., for any 
medical equipment that is not being used and is available for donation. All donations will be greatly appreciated by the Chapter and the Veteran 
that has a need.

Elections will be held at the February meeting after the last call for nominations, so there still is time to get your name in the running. Please let 
our nominating committee know which office you are interested in. To be an officer in THE GREATEST DAV CHAPTER IN THE STATE OF 
MINNESOTA is a great honor, so step up and just say “I want to be an officer for this great Chapter” and be the leader to take the Chapter into 
the future!!!

We are moving along with getting our Clothing Bins repaired, sandblasted, primed, and painted, last night at the Chapter Meeting a motion for 
additional funds was made and approved to continue with this project. By May we should have approximately 16 bins updated and in service.

Remember, our Chapter is here for you, the Veteran, member or not; DAV Chapter 7 is here to serve Veterans that have served. As always, if you 
have any questions or concerns, please feel free to give me a call.

Respectfully yours,   
Gene

COMMANDER’S CORNER

■ READY-MIX CONCRETE ■ AGGREGATES
■ ASPHALT PAVING

Sales 751-6241 | Dispatch 751-6215
Asphalt 751-5413 | Toll Free (866) 383-6215

 

    

 751-2538 
1106 Paul Bunyan Drive South 

Bemidji, MN 56601   
(218) 751-2538 

Land   *  Lakeshore  
     

WE KNOW  
REAL ESTATE 

 

Residential  *  Commercial 

www.lakenwoods.com

www.meyerssignsource.com
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OPENING CEREMONY: * OPENING PRAYER * PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

A. ROLL CALL of OFFICERS to determine if a quorum is present.

Commander Gene Schwantes Present
Senior Vice Commander Darrell Baltzell Present
Junior Vice Commander Tom Annonson Excused
Adjutant Jeff Meyer Present
Treasurer Jeri Harvey Present
Chaplain Mike Gutz Excused
Judge Advocate Ward Sutton Present
Sergeant-At-Arms Bruce Tiegen Present
Officer of the Day Glen Aagard Present
Historian Vacant N/A

B.	Members Present: 14

C.	Introduction of Guests or Visitors: None

D.	Minutes of Previous Meeting: Motion to accept minutes as read made by Dave, 2d 
by Randy, the motion carried.

E.	Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Jeri read the November treasurer’s report. Dave 
made the motion to accept the report, Bruce made the 2d, and the motion carried. 
Jeri also read the Dec. treasurer’s report, Steve made the motion to accept the 
Dec. report, Dean made the 2d and the motion carried.

F.	 Communications:

1.	Marion Evans sent us a donation of $20, and will be receiving a thank you letter 
in return, thank you Marion!

2.	Veterans on the Lake, located in Ely, MN, has sent us a donation request for 
their organization, which offers multiple events for disabled Veterans and others 
throughout the year.

3.	Jeanette Anderson has donated $20,000 dollars to the Chapter 7, and a thank 
you letter will be sent to her. Thank you Jeanette!

4.	Gina from state sent us a letter highlighting several upcoming events, there is 
now offered a Sedona hiking trip in April, registration deadline is February 15th, 
and there is also a Grand Canyon trip coming up also in April, with a registration 
deadline of January 23d. CSO training has been updated, the conference 
packets are being mailed out which will include all necessary information as 
well as the updates to the CSO training, if you are interested, please see the 
adjutant or commander for the new updates, and times of training.

G.	Committee Reports:!

1.	Membership: Sr. Vice Darrel reported four new members this month, Robert 
Knight of Invers Grove Heights, Brian Muirhead of Rosseau, William Klause of 
Laporte, and Sara Moran of Bemidji, welcome all!!

2.	Service Officer: NA

3.	Hospital/Sickness and Distress: Tom Annonson is currently at the Minneapolis 
VA hospital, and reports are that he is making progress, after his injury in June. 
Tom can now access his phone for calls, text messages or even Facebook, and 

he posts to Facebook frequently on his progress.

4.	Legislative: NA

5.	Entertainment: NA

6.	Publicity and Fundraising: NA

7.	Medical Equipment: 26 Issues and 21 donations. Gene reported 192 items 
donated for 2025.

8.	Nominating Committee for this year’s election of officers, has so far identified 
Gary Guggenburgerfor Sr. Vice, and Andy Staudt for Jr. Vice. If you or someone 
you know is interested in the Commander, Sr. Vice or Jr. Vice or one of the 
appointed potions (Med Equip, treasurer, and adjutant), please see Dave, Jeff, or 
Ward to have your name put up for voting.

H.	Executive Committee Action Items: None.

I.	 Old Business: 

a:	Nominating committee (Dave, Jeff, and Ward) are still actively seeking 
nominations for this year’s election of officers and appointees. If you or 
someone you know are interested in serving in one of these positions, please 
contact one of the nominating committee members to have your name added.

b:	Veterans appreciation day on 1/30/2026 at the BSU Woman’s Hockey game 
against Mankato State. Gene is assembling a list of names or you can contact 
the Beltrami County Veteran Services Office directly to have your name added 
to the on-call list. After much research, there is finally a motion to have an 
additional 4 clothing bins repaired, sandblasted and painted, for the sum of 
$10,000 dollars. The work will be done in the spring with payment for services 
made after 7/1/2026. Motion was made by Rodney, a 2d made by Dean, and 
the motion carried.

J.	 New Business: Numerous Veteran in Need requests made this past month, 
approved and paid by executive committee and Commander: Disabled Marine 
Veteran, request from Shane for help with groceries in the amount of $341.25. 
Navy Veteran, request from Shane, for help with paying Beltrami Electric bill of 
$417.47. Disabled Army Veteran, request from Shane, for help with groceries 
in the amount of $234.29. Disabled Marine Veteran, request from Shane, for 
help fixing his truck in the amount of $1281.20, executive committee approved 
immediate help of $1000.00. Disabled Army Veteran, request by Darren for help 
with propane purchase in the amount of $415.00 and groceries in the amount of 
302.08, for a total of $717.08. Air Force Veteran, request by Darren for help with 
cities utilities of $383.32.

	 Treasurer Jeri present her request and argument to close the “Forget-me-not” 
account, Rodney made the motion to close the account, Bruce made the 2d and 
the motion carried.

K.	Good of the Order: Visit davmn.org for upcoming events and information in 
Minnesota.

L.	Closing Ceremonies performed. 

M.	Motion to Adjourn: Motion by Henry, seconded by Bruce. Motion carried.

	The meeting adjourned at 1936 hrs.

	Next meeting 2/16/2026 @1830.

THE DISABLED AMERICAN VETERANS NORTH CENTRAL CHAPTER #7 
REGULARLY CONVENED ON 19 JANUARY 2026 AT 1830.

MILITARY HOLIDAYS AND OBSERVANCE DAYS THROUGHOUT THE YEAR:

•	 Feb 1- National Freedom Day

•	 Feb 3- Four Chaplains Day

•	 Feb 4- USO Birthday

•	 Feb 9-15- National Salute to Veteran Patients

•	 Feb 15- Sinking of USS Maine (1898)

•	 Feb 19- Coast Guard Reserve Birthday

•	 Feb 23- Flag Raised on Iwo Jima (1945)

•	 Feb 27- Battle of Java Sea (1942

MINNESOTA: UPCOMING DAV MN OUTDOOR EVENTS
The Minnesota DAV Department’s Outdoor program has scheduled their upcoming events 

and posted them on their website. Check them out at: https://davmn.org/events-activities/events-for-veterans/
March 17- March 21 Late Winter Getaway- applications close Jan 5 

April 13-April 18 Grand Canyon National Park Hike and Explore, applications close Jan 23
3



481 MAG SEVEN COURT SW, SUITE #9
BEMIDJI, MN 56601

PHONE: (218) 759-2305
www.lukearch.com

This month we will return to our discussion about The Book of Ephesians (Ephesians 2:1-10).  In this particular section Paul (Apostle to the 
Gentiles) is discussing God’s grace.  A few months ago we were discussing one particular myth about grace.  The myth we wrote about back then 
was about God’s grace being a tolerance to sin.  This month we are talking about the myth of God’s grace being an end to itself.  That is, God’s 
graciousness has only been extended to us so we can enjoy the benefits of His blessings for ourselves.  This sounds like a self centered view of 
grace, presumption and in fact, can be seen as a form of only focusing on great wealth to the exclusion of a meaningful relationship with God.  

There are times when we can analyze things about God to much.  This can really get us side tracked from the simplicity of God’s true character 
and message for us.  God wants to have a close, unique and personal relationship with us.  God’s grace flows out of His character as a gift, it is 
not something we can earn for ourselves, nor can we demand it as our right (Romans 9:16 & 11:6).  

It is from out of God’s grace and the work Jesus did on the cross that we have a future with Christ.  God’s future purpose for us is seen in the last 
few chapters of Revelation and Daniel 7, when we will be a part of God’s government for a new earth, a wonderful experience to look forward 
to with anticipation.  We understand we are not there yet, and still having to deal with life here and now.  No worries, our applications will still 
apply to us here and now.   

One way to keep our proper view of grace is to consider always “working out our salvation with fear and trembling” (Philippians 2:12).  This 
includes obeying God with reverence, honor and respect because God is actually giving us His desire to do what He wants us to do long before 
we were ever born (Ephesians 2:10).  As a result, by committing whatever you do to Christ, just know, He will direct your path as Christ gives 
you His desire, motivation, purpose and direction in your heart (Proverbs 16:9, Proverbs 3:5-6, Psalm 37:23-25).  Notice the portion underlined 
in the last sentence, as you may recall from military leadership training, this is the definition of leadership.  A leader provides motivation, 
purpose and direction. Yes, Jesus is our wonderful leader, counselor and full of grace (Isaiah 9:6; John 1:14-16)    

This has two applications for us today.  The first application is being spiritually lifted up (past tense) into heaven with Christ to experience true 
blessings and joy (Ephesians 2:6).  This is often realize as we give ourselves some quiet time alone to mediate and trust that God is in control and 
we are not.  

The second application is to know that any past transitions or situations we experienced in life was covered by God’s grace -  just as our present 
and unknown future transitions and situations will be covered by God’s grace (Romans 8:28, James 1:1-6, II Corinthians 11:22-33, II Corinthians 
12:7-10).  You may recognize the transitions in life mentioned in the previous sentence in terms of the Department of Veterans Affair Health 
Determination as Adjustment Disorder / Anxiety.  

If you are in need, in the hospital, or would simply like to talk, give us a call, text or voicemail. Take care and blessings to all of you.

Mike - DAV and Linda - Auxiliary	

CHAPLAIN’S CORNER

 
218-444-2845   www.stellher.com 
Offices in: Bemidji, Detroit Lakes, and Baudette 
 

Bemidji AEROSPACE
MANUFACTURING JOBS
• Engineers
• Fabricators
• Machinists
• Mechanics

AirCorpsAviation.com
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Eugene Teigland 
Owner

Cell (218) 766-0262 
Ph (218) 751-4477 x 112 

Fx (218) 444-4577

1826 Anne St. NW 
Bemidji, MN 56601

eugene@paulbunyan.net 
www.bemidjisportscentre.com

959 Industrial Park Dr SE, Bemidji, MN 56601959 Industrial Park Dr SE, Bemidji, MN 56601
((218218)) 751-5752 751-5752

www.bernicks.com

After Sept. 30, 2025, Veterans will have two secure options to sign in to VA.gov and VA mobile apps—a Login.gov account or ID.me account. 
Most Veterans have already made the switch. If you’re still using a DS Logon username and password, we want to make sure you’re prepared 
when this option is discontinued by the end of September. 

How to Transition 
1.	Visit Creating an account for VA.gov for detailed instructions on setting up your Login.gov or  

	 ID.me account. 
2.	Follow the step-by-step guide to create your account and verify your identity. 
3.	Use your new account to access VA services online as you did before.

VA: SWITCH FROM DS LOGON TO LOGIN.GOV OR ID.ME BY SEPTEMBER 30

Keep up with legislation at the National Level by visiting https://www.dav.org/about-dav/legislation

NATIONAL: NATIONAL LEGISLATION NEWS

To stay informed and take action to support federal legislation and policies affecting veterans, their families and survivors, please join DAV 
CAN (Commander’s Action Network).

To enroll, go to the DAV.org website and do a search for the “Commander’s Action Network” it will direct you to a results page and there you 
will find the link to sign up and become an active participant in the program. Once you are enrolled you will periodically receive emails with 
“canned” letters to your individual representatives on legislative matters pertaining to veterans’ issues that are currently before them in Congress 
encouraging them to act on behalf of all veterans that the proposed bill in question is addressing. Simply click the “take action” button at the 
bottom of the email and the letter will automatically be sent.

NATIONAL: COMMANDER’S ACTION NETWORK (CAN)

The link below is to the National’s web page that highlights some of the activities of Chapters and members from around the Country. The page 
has some interesting accounts of the various things that might spark some ideas that other Chapters might consider incorporating in their local 
areas of influence.

Check it out at https://www.dav.org/news-media/member-news

NATIONAL: NATIONAL MEMBER NEWS
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Law Offices of 

      FULLER, WALLNER, CAYKO,         
PEDERSON & HUSEBY, LTD. 
514 America Ave., P.O. Box 880 

    Bemidji, MN 56619-0880 
  
 

Office Phone:  Fax Number:  
218-751-2221  218-751-2285 
800-552-6881  www.lawofficemn.com 
 
 
 
 

2401 Hannah Ave NW • Bemidji MN 56601

218-751-0850
bemidjifl oral.net

 

 

 
July 6, 2015 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 













2 convenient locations in Bemidji:
North location: 8001 Irvine Ave • South location: 2202 Division St

Gasoline * Diesel * Propane * Deli * Snacks * Cold Drinks * Hot Coffee

Where EVERYONE is a VIP!
Sign up for 

Northdale Rewards!

It’s FREE! It’s EASY!

Propane Offi ce: 785 Louise Lane NW (218) 444-6637

GIGAZONE.PAULBUNYAN.NET

• NO DATA CAPS
• ALL-FIBER OPTIC INTERNET   
   SPEED UP TO 10 GIG
• LOCAL CUSTOMER SERVICE

PAULBUNYAN.NET

24330 480th St.
Laporte, MN

56461

Shops Located at:

pvtc24@gmail.com
Cell: 218 556 1991

Phone: 218 751 9624

Thunderbird Graphics
675 Mag Seven Ct SW

Bemidji, MN 56601

www.customengravingminnesota.com

MPCA
License #4139

48972 
Thunderbolt 
Drive
Bemidji, MN

The Finest in Cakes, Pastries & Breads

218-444-BUNS  www.gr8buns.com

Come in for coffee & a roll!

Breakfast • Lunch • Soup & Sandwich

Raphael’s
Bakery & Cafe

Military
Discounts

3330 Irvine Avenue NW • Bemidji, MN 56601
Tel: 218-751-3159

osfh@paulbunyan.net

(218) 444-3459 
602 S. Railroad St SE • Bemidji, MN 56601
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- BEMIDJI VAN - 
DAV NORTHWEST TRANSPORTATION DATESFREE 

RIDES
FREE RIDES

20262026 20262026

Northwest Transportation MN DAV
Bemidji-Fargo Trips • Pick-up Points:

Bemidji National Guard Armory • Solway in front of bar • Shevlin in front of bar • Bagley Cenex Station west end of town 
Fosston at LePier’s on the east end of town • Mahnomen northside of town • Ada Country Store • Main Street Leonard & Clearbrook

TO SCHEDULE RIDES FOR HIGHLIGHTED RED AREAS:
Call  1-855-277-97871-855-277-9787 and follow voice prompts to leave a message.

If you have problems leaving a message call Saddoris at 218-209-1863 (text/call)Saddoris at 218-209-1863 (text/call)..

FREE RIDESFREE RIDES To All Veterans and Caregiver (if needed)!

Volunteer Drivers Needed! 
Call Saddoris for info.
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www.countrykitchenrestaurants.comwww.countrykitchenrestaurants.com

RESTAURANTRESTAURANT

218-444-8963218-444-8963

Darrell’s Auto Glass

2035 Adams Ave. NW
Bemidji, MN 56601

Bemidji: 218-759-8810
Bagley: 218-694-3789

McIntosh: 218-563-2477
Toll Free: 1-888-472-0230

TRAVIS MALTERUD
 Owner

(218) 751-1433 1080 Paul Bunyan Dr. NW
- Bemidji -

Wouldn’t you like to say... 
“It came from Ken K. Thompson Jewelry! ”

Wouldn’t you like to say... 
“It came from Ken K. Thompson Jewelry! ”

www.kingoftheroadtrailers.com

BEMIDJI, MN

218-888-6181
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Disabled American Veterans   
North Central Minnesota Chapter #7                           
P.O. BOX 564                                                    
BEMIDJI, MN  56619-0564 
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