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North Central MN Chapter #7
PO Box 564
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NEXT MEETING: CHAPTER OFFICERS
DAV Headquarters at COMMANDER: Gene Schwantes - (218) 556-4592
5441 15th Street NW, Bemidji, MN SENIOR VICE: Darrel Baltzell
Monday, March 16 at 6: 30Pm JUNIOR VICE: Tom Annonson
’ _ ADJUTANT: Jeff Meyer
BETTER & 4| SERVICE OFFICERS: Tom Annonson - (218) 251-3025
TOGETHER ‘ ; TREASURER: Jeri Harvey
CHAPLAIN: Mike Gutz - (218) 444-5015
JUDGE ADVOCATE: Ward Sutton
SERGEANT AT ARMS: Bruce Tiegen
OFFICER OF THE DAY: Glenn Aagard
|| LEGISLATIVE OFFICER: Joe Vene
fnbbemidji.com | 218-751-2430 1||| FBI%I\?{ gé{ill(l))TlAL HISTORIAN: Vacant.
Fattor taattor EXEC. COMMITTEE: Bruce Tiegen, Gary Guggenberger, Andy Staudt,
) Henry Hammerback, Jim Pinsonnault

UPCOMING HOLIDAYS & EVENTS
SIGN UP ONLINE

(. Avoness Mar 2-3 - Purim

7)) 1)[LS: Mar 4 - Mardi Gras

BUILDING » REMODELING « WOODWORKING » LANDSCAPING™

Mar 4 - Holi

Bemidji ¢ 2025 30" Street NW . . h
218-444-8665 » 800-266.6268 Mar 9 - Daylight Savings Begins

Mon-Fri: 7:00-5:30 e Sat: 8:00-5:30 . ]
9 Locations To Serve You In Minnesota, North Dakota and lowa! Mar 12 - GII‘| scouts of Amerlca Founded (1912)

Mar 16 - Ramadan Ends

Mar 17 - St Patrick’s Day
620 Carr Lk Rd S, Bemidji, MN 56601

Mar 20 - March Equinox

Phone: 218-751-1324
Fax: 218-444-5324 Mar 29- Palm Sunday

acollman@paulbunyan.net
www.AdultDayServicesBemidji.com

Promoting quality lifestyle choices for older adults.




COMMANDER’S CORNER

Hello, Chapter #7 Veterans,

As of this writing, yesterday the snow was melting, and the temperature was in the 40’s. This morning, we woke up to 6” of heart attack snow, I
hope everybody did not overdo it and is doing well. We are over half thru February and by the time you read this I hope signs of spring are here.

The elections are over and you, the members, reelected me to be the Commander again, which means that we have a new person in charge of
Medical Equipment, his name is HENRY HAMMERBACK. The Chapter also approved getting a cell phone for the medical equipment person,
as soon as that is done, we will be publishing the new phone number. Until then, continue to call me and I will give you the new phone number
as soon as available. Please support and help HENRY as he helps veterans, the same way you have done for me, I believe that he will do a great
job in his new position, CONGRATULATIONS HENRY. Also, PLEASE GIVE YOUR CONGRATULATIONS TO GRAY GUGGENBERGER,
YOUR NEW SENIOR VICE COMMANDER AND ANDY STAUDT, YOUR NEW JUNIOR VICE COMMANDER. DON’T FORGET TO
THANK DARREL BALTZELL FOR THE LAST 5 YEARS OF HIS SERVICE AS SENIOR VICE COMMANDER AND TOM ANNONSON FOR
HIS SERVICE AS JUNIOR VICE COMMANDER, THEY WERE BOTH A GREAT HELP TO ME AS COMMANDER, I DON’T KNOW IF

I COULD HAVE DONE THE JOB WITHOUT THEIR HELP. A BIG THANK YOU to all other OFFICERS that WERE REAPPOINTED TO
THERE CURRENT POSITIONS.

VETERANS DAY ON THE HILL will be held on Thursday, April 23rd, the bus will leave from the Walmart parking lot at 6 am. Please let me
know if you wish to join us on the trip, there is no cost to you, veterans and non-veterans alike, this is a show of support for our Minnesota
VETERANS. Free ride, free lunch, free dinner, free visit to the State Capital, it’s all free, free, free, so please join us and help support our
Veterans!!!

ATTENTION: If you or someone you know is in need of an electric stair chair lift, (carriers you from one floor to another) please let me know.

To the Chapter, THANK YOU, for having the confidence in me to re-elect me again as your Commander, (or is it possible that I was re-elected
because no one else wanted the job), either way I DO THANK YOU (I think). I will do the very best that I can for OUR CHAPTER AND ALL
VETERANS!

Respectfully yours,
Gene Schwantes
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THE DISABLED AMERICAN VETERANS NORTH CENTRAL CHAPTER #7
REGULARLY CONVENED ON 16 FEBRUARY 2026 AT 1830.

QPENING CEREMONY: * OPENING PRAYER * PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
A. ROLL CALL of OFFICERS to determine if a quorum is present.

Commander Gene Schwantes Present
Senior Vice Commander Darrell Baltzell Present
Junior Vice Commander Tom Annonson Excused
Adjutant Jeff Meyer Present
Treasurer Jeri Harvey Present
Chaplain Mike Gutz Excused
Judge Advocate Ward Sutton Present
Sergeant-At-Arms Bruce Tiegen Present
Officer of the Day Glen Aagard Present
Historian Vacant N/A

B. Members Present; 22
C. Introduction of Guests or Visitors: None

D. Minutes of Previous Meeting: Motion to accept minutes with corrections as read
made by Andy, 2d by Randy, the motion carried.

E. Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Jeri read the January treasurer’s report. Andy made
the motion to accept the report, Randy made the 2d, and the motion carried.

F. Communications:

1.

2.

5.

Marion Evans sent us a donation of $20 and will be receiving a thank you letter
in return, thank you Marion!

DAV National sent us a recognition and battle streamer for reaching our
recruitment goals for 2024/2025 which we have added to our guidon.

. MN Wild Sled VETs Hockey sent us their calendar for the 2026 season, go Sled

Vets!

. DAV National has provided updates to the upcoming Spring Conference and

CSO training. The website is now live; part of the training will done face to
face at the conference, but a large portion of the training will need to be
accomplished online. There is a list of equipment needed to complete CSO
training, as well as a list of the resources and data the CSO will have access to
after they are trained.

Veterans on the Hill: The event will be held on Thursday 4/23/26 and the bus
will depart at 0600.

G. Committee Reports:

1.

2

Membership: NA

. Service Officer: NA
3.

Hospital/Sickness and Distress: Tom Annonson is currently at the Minneapolis
VA hospital but is waiting for a bed at Neilson Place here in Bemidji. Tom can
now access his phone for calls, text messages or even Facebook, and he posts

I. Old Business:
a: Nominating committee (Dave, Jeff, and Ward) are still actively seeking

nominations for this year’s election of officers and appointees. If you or
someone you know are interested in serving in one of these positions, please
contact one of the nominating committee members to have your name added.
At large executive officers identified for nominations are Rodney, Henry, Jim P,
Bruce, and Lila.

Veterans on the Hill is scheduled for 4/23/2026 and seats are still available.
The bus will depart from the Walmart parking lot at 0600, please see the
commander or the adjutant or Tom Annonson if you desire to be part of 2026
Veterans on the Hill.

J. New Business: Spring conference is in Duluth this year, April 30-May2, delegates
received so far include Bruce T., Ward S., Jim P, Glenn A., and Commander Gene
S.

Motion was made by Andy and 2d by Randy to purchase second phone for the
commander as the old commander’s phone will now go to the new Medical
Equip officer Henry.

Renewal time for the clothing program, Steve made the motion to continue with
the clothing program, Gary made the 2d and the motion carried.

Veteran in need request by Shane for Veteran needing help with groceries. This
was approved and purchased by Gene for the amount of $353.46.

Veteran in need request by Luke, needing help with groceries, approved and
purchased by Gene for the amount of $228.73.

Treasurer Jeri put forth a motion to purchase additional laptop computer for the
adjutant, Andy made the motion to approve, Dave made the 2d and the motion
carried for the amount of up to $2500.00

Gene put forth a recommendation to make a change in the chapter
constitution, to authorize 4 members to hold credit cards and have checking
privileges, currently there are three. Andy made the motion to approve the
recommendation, and Dean made the 2d, and the motion carried. Constitution
and bylaws will be updated NLT 12/31/2026.

Nominating committee has put forth the following for election to offices:
Commander, Gene S., motion to approve was made by Rodney, 2d by Dean, and
the motion carried. Sr. Vice, Gary Guggenburger, motion to approve was made
by Rodney and 2d by Steve, and the motion carried. Jr. Vice, Andy S. motion to
approve was made by Dave, 2d by Bruce, and the motion carried.

Nominating committee also put forth Bruce T., Jim p., Henry H., Rodney 0., and
LilaT. as executive at large officers, Gary made the motion to accept these at
large officers, Andy made the 2d and the motion carried.

Commander reappointed Jeri H as treasurer, and Jeff M. as Adjutant, Henry
H. was appointed to Medical Equip officer, and Bruce T. as Clothing Program
officer.

K. Good of the Order: There is a Brand-new stair chair lift available if someone, or

to Facebook frequently on his progress.
. Legislative: NA
. Entertainment: NA
. Publicity and Fundraising: NA
. Medical Equipment: 6 issues and 9 donations.

someone you know needs one. Contact Gene if you are interested.

L. Closing Ceremonies performed.
M. Motion to Adjourn: Motion by Randy, seconded by Andy. Motion carried.

» The meeting adjourned at 1932 hrs.
» Next meeting 3/16/2025 @1830.

o N O OB

. Nominating Committee for this year’s election of officers, has so far identified

Gary Guggenburgerfor Sr. Vice, and Andy Staudt for Jr. Vice. If you or someone
you know is interested in the Commander, Sr. Vice or Jr. Vice or one of the
appointed positions (Med Equip, treasurer, and adjutant), please see Dave, Jeff,
or Ward to have your name put up for voting.

H. Executive Committee Action ltems: None.

MILITARY HOLIDAYS AND OBSERVANCE DAYS THROUGHOUT THE YEAR:

e Mar 3- Navy Reserve Birthday e Mar 15- American Legion Birthday e Mar 25- National Medal of Honor Day
* Mar 4- Hug a GI Day e Mar 19- Iraq War begins (2003) e Mar 29- National Vietnam War Veter-
e Mar 5- SeeBee Birthday e Mar 21- Rosie the Riveter Day ans Day (2017)

e Mar 13- K9 Veterans Day o Mar 24- Kosovo Campaign Began ~ ° xggg; - Somalia Campaign ended

(1999



| CHAPLAINSCORNER

This month we will take a break from our discussion in The Book of Ephesians. Next month we will look into the third myth (misunderstanding)
about grace. The best illustration of this misunderstanding can be seen in The Parable of The Lost Son (Luke 15:11-32), in other words there are
two totally opposite human responses to God’s grace. The one son who lives wildly, displays the myth we wrote about last month (God’s grace is
for us to enjoy anyway we want). The second son who obeys his father in all things, displays the third myth about God’s grace i.e. grace and good
works are opposed to one another. The two sons have both missed the true meaning of the relationship their father wants with them by the way
they lived. Consequently this month we would like to share with you a psalm of understanding, guidance, and protection.

Psalm 25, New Living Translation of The Holy Bible.
A psalm of David.

'O Lorp, I give my life to you. 2 I trust in you, my God! Do not let me be disgraced, or let my enemies rejoice in my defeat. *No one who trusts
in you will ever be disgraced, but disgrace comes to those who try to deceive others. * Show me the right path, O Lorb; point out the road for
me to follow. > Lead me by your truth and teach me, for you are the God who saves me. All day long I put my hope in you.  Remember, O LoRrb,
your compassion and unfailing love, which you have shown from long ages past. “Do not remember the rebellious sins of my youth. Remember
me in the light of your unfailing love, for you are merciful, O Lorp. # The LoRD is good and does what is right; he shows the proper path to those
who go astray. * He leads the humble in doing right, teaching them his way. ' The Lorbp leads with unfailing love and faithfulness all who keep
his covenant and obey his demands. ' For the honor of your name, O Lorbp, forgive my many, many sins. > Who are those who fear the Lorp?
He will show them the path they should choose. '* They will live in prosperity, and their children will inherit the land. "*The Lorp is a friend to
those who fear him. He teaches them his covenant. '* My eyes are always on the LORD, for he rescues me from the traps of my enemies.'s Turn

to me and have mercy, for I am alone and in deep distress. '’ My problems go from bad to worse. Oh, save me from them all! '® Feel my pain and
see my trouble. Forgive all my sins. ' See how many enemies I have and how viciously they hate me! * Protect me! Rescue my life from them! Do
not let me be disgraced, for in you I take refuge. ' May integrity and honesty protect me, for I put my hope in you. 2O God, ransom Israel [and
the United States of America] from all its troubles.

If you are in need, in the hospital, or would simply like to talk, give us or anyone you would like to call, text or voicemail. Take care and blessings
to all of you. Mike - DAV and Linda - Auxiliary.

The Minnesota DAV Department’s Outdoor program has scheduled their upcoming events

and posted them on their website. Check them out at: https://davmn.org/events-activities/events-for-veterans/

March 17- March 21 Late Winter Getaway- applications close Jan 5
April 13-April 18 Grand Canyon National Park Hike and Explore, applications close Jan 23

Bemidji AEROSPAGE
Stellher Human Services MANUFACTURING JOBS

Mental health services for children and adults

AIRCORPS AVIATION

- Engineers

- Fabricators
218-444-2845 www.stellher.com * Machinists_
Offices in: Bemidji, Detroit Lakes, and Baudette * Mechanics

LUCACHICK ARCHITECTURE, INC.

4871 MAG SEVEN COURT SW, SUITE #9
BEMIDJI, MN 56601 VILLAGE FOODS

PHONE: (218) 759-2505 NORTH - 1171 PAUL BUNYAN DR NW - 218.444.3663
www.lukearch.com SOUTH - 609 WASHINGTON AVE § -218.444.3663

SERVING BEMID]JI SINCE 1966 - EMPLOYEE OWNED SINCE 2012




NATIONAL: GAMERS: STREAM FOR DAV ON TWITCH

Posted on Feb 19, 2026

Join DAV’s community where gaming meets service. We're harnessing the immense
power of Twitch to connect with veterans and their families in new, dynamic

ways. Our channel offers a diverse lineup, including veterans news; critical legislative
updates; and exclusive interviews with lawmakers, policymakers and subject matter
experts.

During our community gaming streams, DAV members take the lead, playing their
favorite games while connecting with a vast online audience—many of whom are new
to DAV’s mission. This is a powerful, organic way for you to personally highlight the
great work and impact being made every day at the department and chapter levels.

We are looking for you! DAV is actively seeking members interested in streaming on
our Twitch channel.

And get this: Your time livestreaming for DAV can be recorded as LVAP (Local Veterans Assistance Program) hours, making this a unique and
impactful way to showcase your community service.

To learn more about DAV gaming and livestreaming and to become a streamer for DAV, visit dav.org/dav-gaming-and-livestreaming.

VA: SWITCH FROM DS LOGON TO LOGIN.GOV OR ID.ME BY SEPTEMBER 30

After Sept. 30, 2025, Veterans will have two secure options to sign in to VA.gov and VA mobile apps—a Login.gov account or ID.me account.
Most Veterans have already made the switch. If you're still using a DS Logon username and password, we want to make sure you’re prepared
when this option is discontinued by the end of September.

How to Transition
1. Visit Creating an account for VA.gov for detailed instructions on setting up your Login.gov or
ID.me account.
2. Follow the step-by-step guide to create your account and verify your identity.
3. Use your new account to access VA services online as you did before.

NATIONAL: NATIONAL LEGISLATION NEWS

Keep up with legislation at the National Level by visiting https://www.dav.org/about-dav/legislation

Eugene Teigland

Ph (218) 751-4477 x 112
Fx (218) 444-4577

1826 Anne St. NW
Bemidiji, MN 56601

eugene@paulbunyan.net
] ‘ www.bemidjisportscentre.com

Ski-doo S5EQN200

S POLARIS

- | ( Bernick’s

Beverages
www.bernicks.com

(218) 751-5752
959 Industrial Park Dr SE, Bemidji, MN 56601

BONDED LOLK
SECURITY SOLUTIONS

Bonded Lock of Bemidiji, Inc.
2919 Bemidji Ave N

Bemidji, MN 56601
218-751-8084




Law Offices of
FULLER, WALLNER, CAYKO,
PEDERSON & HUSEBY, LTD.
514 America Ave., P.O. Box 880
Bemidji, MN 56619-0880

Office Phone:
218-751-2221
800-552-6881

Fax Number:
218-751-2285
www.lawofficemn.com

\ OF MINNESOTA

VETERANS DAY ON THE HILL
Join Our Trip to the State Capitol
Thursday, April 23rd (6 AM Departure from Walmart)

Price: $0 (Includes Transportation & All Meals)
Veterans and Non-Veterans Welcome. Join us on the Hill!

A
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2401 Hannah Ave NW ¢ Bemidji MN 56601

218-751-0850

bemidjifloral.net N
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sign up for
Northgale Rewards!

FREE! It's EASY! Where EVERYONE is a VIP!
It’s :

2 convenient locations in Bemidji:
North location: 8001 Irvine Ave ¢ South location: 2202 Division St

Propane Office: 785 Louise Lane NW (218) 444-6637
Gasoline * Diesel * Propane * Deli * Snacks * Cold Drinks * Hot Coffee
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Portable Restroom Rental - Restroom Trailers
Septic System Maintenance

2 Raphael’s
54 Balwug & Cafe
The Finest in Cakes, Pastries & Breads
&

Military

Breakfast ® Lunch ® Soup & Sandwich .‘
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DAV NORTHWEST TRANSPORTATION DATES

JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH
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AUGUST
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s M T W T F S S M T W T F S M T W T F S
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FREE RIDES To All Veterans and Caregiver (if needed)!

Northwest Transportation MN DAV
Bemidji-Fargo Trips ¢ Pick-up Points:
Bemidji National Guard Armory e Solway in front of bar « Shevlin in front of bar « Bagley Cenex Station west end of town
Fosston at LePier’s on the east end of town « Mahnomen northside of town « Ada Country Store « Main Street Leonard & Clearbrook

TO SCHEDULE RIDES FOR HIGHLIGHTED AREAS: . 1
Call 1-855-277-9787 and follow voice prompts to leave a message. Volunteer Drivers Needed!

Danell s Auto W

TRAVIS MALTERUD
Owner

Bemidiji: 218-759-8810
Bagley: 218-694-3789

218-444-8963 2035 Adams Ave. NW Mcintosh: 218-563-2477

. Bemidiji, MN 56601 Toll Free: 1-888-472-0230
www.countrykitchenrestaurants.com
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If you would like to receive the newsletter by email, please send your
email address to the organization at mndavchapter7@gmail.com
or call or text Tom Annonson @ 218-251-3025

www.sarasagency.com
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& StateFarm*
218-444-2400

— 700 Bemidji Ave | Bemidji, MN —

Contact Sara
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¢ FREE ESTIMATES cdlﬁ'piéie Collision ¢ Glass

(218) 586-3343

Josh Bradseth ]
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Bemidji, MN 56601 Fax (218) 586-3372
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2618 Paul Bunyan Drive NW | Bemidji, MN 56601

Thunderbird Graphics

Penny Olson

www.tbirdgraphics.com tbhirdpenny@gmail.com

- 675 Mag Seven Ct
//_"uu H_\Au\ Bemiuiji, N

A\ 218-751-6821
Quality Sereenpninting for over 20 Yeans




