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COMMANDER’S CORNER

Greetings All,

Summer appears to be speeding by pretty fast, but so far the temps are up and down and over all staying mild enough to make it enjoyable.
I hope everybody is able to get out and enjoy it. An idea for a good time along with a great meal is to get signed up for the DAV SUMMER
PICNIC TO BE HELD ON AUGUST 22 AT THE CHAPTER HEADQUARTERS FROM 11AM TO 3PM AND EATING AT NOON. DOOR
PRIZES WILL AGAIN BE DRAWN FOR FOLLOWING THE MEAL. SIGN UP TO ATTEND AT CHAPTER HEADQUARTERS OR BY

The end of the Chapters fiscal year is on 6/30/26, so we will be starting a new year on 7/1/26. Let us make it a goal for every DAV member to
sign up a new member; that’s only one new member for the entire year for each of us. Now that won’t be hard, will it, we all know a lot of people,
just ask them if they are a veteran and if they have a VA rated disability and if the answer is yes, the rest is easy, signing them up.

Henry Hammerback is doing a great job with the medical equipment. How do I know, he took this week off and asked me to cover for him, it’s
Wed. and so far, we have served 10 veterans for medical equipment and 6 of them he already had lined up. That’s what tells me he is doing a great
job, give him a big THANK YOU for stepping up when the Chapter was in need, just as so many others have done.

As always, if you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to give me a call.
Gene

MINNESOTA: 1919 ROOT BEER

We are proud to partner with 1919 Root Beer for a cause that hits close to home. For a limited time,
25 cents from every pack sold will be donated directly to DAV of MN Outdoors programs, supporting
Minnesota veterans through therapeutic outdoor experiences and community connection.

=
£l

= Whether you're firing up the grill or relaxing with family, grab a pack of 1919 Root Beer today. It’s the
Sy perfect way to enjoy a classic American original while giving back to those who served.

Pick up your 1919 Root Beer today and let’s toast to a great cause!
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THE DISABLED AMERICAN VETERANS NORTH CENTRAL CHAPTER #7
REGULARLY CONVENED ON 15 JUNE 2026 AT 1830.

QPENING CEREMONY: * OPENING PRAYER * PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
A. ROLL CALL of OFFICERS to determine if a quorum is present.

Commander Gene Schwantes Present
Senior Vice Commander Gary Guggenberger |Present
Junior Vice Commander Andy Staudt Excused
Adjutant Jeff Meyer Present
Treasurer Jeri Harvey Present
Chaplain Mike Gutz Excused
Judge Advocate Ward Sutton Present
Sergeant-At-Arms Bruce Tiegen Excused
Officer of the Day Glen Aagard Present
Historian Vacant N/A

B. Members Present: 14

C. Introduction of Guests or Visitors: New members Josh Kojetin and Krystle
Christianson

D. Minutes of Previous Meeting: Read by Adjutant Jeff M., Randy H. made the motion

to accept, Tom made the 2d, and the motion carried.

E. Treasurer’s Report: May’s Treasury report was read by treasurer Jeri H., Tom A.
made the motion to accept as read, Roger M. made the 2d, motion carried.

F. Communications:
1) DAV National Convention registration is open. This year’s convention will be

held in Orlando Florida at the Rosen Shingle Creek Convention center, August
1-5 2026. Information and reservations can be made at https://www.dav.org/

events/2026-national-convention/
2) DAV State (Trent Dilks) reports we did not achieve one of our legislative

objectives, the Disabled Veteran Property Tax Exclusion. Trent did provide a list

of legislature wins which were part of the omnibus bill that did pass. See the
full list on states website or check-in with the adjutant for the complete list.

3) DAV State (Gina) is requesting members with personal or chapter Facebook
pages to please share posts from National, State, and Chapters on their
Facebook pages.

4) Karen Carlson made a donation to the chapter in the amount of $500 dollars
and will be receiving a thank you letter.

4. Legislative: NA
5. Entertainment: Picnic Aug 22d at 11-whenever, eat at noon, door prizes please

sign up.

6. Publicity and Fundraising: County Fair is ongoing coordination, need help
setting up on Wed. 11th of Aug., tear down on Sun. Dave C. will be doing the
Wood Carvers Festival and Ward will be volunteering for the Blue Berry Festival
in Lake George

7. Medical Equipment: * Issues, *donations, to be read next month.

8. Scholarship Committee: Our six awardees for the 27/28 school year are:
Reagen Hammerback, attending the University of MN in Minneapolis, MN;
Emmitt Olson Attending Bemidji State University in Bemidji, MN; Aubriana Eggen
Attending the University of WI in River Falls, WI; Mitchell Erickson attending the
University of MN in Duluth, MN; Pahtynn Glennie attending the University of
MN in Fergus Falls, MN; Chloe Marsh attending the Northland Community and
Technical College in Thief River Falls, MN. Congratulations to all our awardees
of this years scholarship and best of luck in your academic endeavors.

. Executive Committee Action Items: Executive Committee has no business this

month for the general meeting.

. 0Old Business:

$5,000 dollar approval for Blackduck Senior Center is on hold for the time
being.

Newsletter is being reworked by Tom so that it is not just a bunch of
advertisements with only some information, work in progress.

. New Business:

1) Audit Committee: Need three members to sit in: Henry H., Rodney 0., and Jack
Y., volunteered to sit on the committee. Tom made the motion to accept these
three to the Audit Committee, Roger made the second and the motion carried.

2) Veteran in Need: Request from Jeff M. Veteran needing help with overnight stay
in Fargo for medical procedure in the amount of $61.00 dollars. Approved and
paid for by Commander Gene.

3) Veteran in Need: Request from CVSO Darren, Veteran needing help paying for
air-conditioning repair, parts and labor totaling $882.35 dollars approved by
executive committee.

4) Veteran in Need: Request from member Doug Ellison, requesting assistance
with airfare to participate in the VA/DAV Golf Clinic in Cedar Rapids lowa,

9/13/26-9/18/26. Roger made the motion to pay up to $1200 dollars for airfare,
Tom made the 2d and the motion carried.

5) Last check for this fiscal year will be NLT 6/19/2026 and last credit card use for
this fiscal year will be NLT 6/25/2026. Please plan accordingly as Jeri prepares
for the new budget year.

6) Independence Day Parade will have the truck and trailer; Tom has volunteered
to get a hold of the Jaycees for entry fees and registration.

K. Good of the Order:
L. Closing Ceremonies performed.

M.Motion to Adjourn: Motion to adjourn made by Tom, and second by Randy. Motion
carried, meeting adjourned at 1924 hours.

> Next meeting 7/20/2026 @1830.

5) New Salem Service Group (New Salem Lutheran Church) sent us a donation for
$500 dollars in addition to a tank you for our help with collecting the leftovers
from their rummage sale. They will be receiving a thank you letter shortly.

6) DAV MN Executive committee has voted to support chapter members wishing
to attend the DAV National Convention this year from Aug. 1st through the 5th in
Orlando Florida. State will match chapter contributions up to two members per
chapter with a maximum of $850 dollars per member, for a total of $1,700 for
that member.

G. Committee Reports:
1. Membership: Joshua Kojetin, Krystle Christianson, welcome!!
2. Service Officer:
3. Hospital/Sickness and Distress: Tom is now Living in 117 of the Huckleberry

Neighborhood
NATIONAL: POSTED ON JUNE 24, 2026

ERLANGER, Ky. - DAV (Disabled American Veterans) announced the renewal of its partnership with T-Mobile, along with a $50,000 contribution
benefiting DAV’s caregiver programming.

DAV Caregivers Support provides tailored resources and assistance to friends, family members and loved ones who care for those who served, as
well as veterans who may be caring for someone in their lives. The program helps caregivers access tools, information and community connections
designed to support them as they navigate the responsibilities of caregiving while ensuring veterans and their families receive meaningful assistance.

“T-Mobile has been a valued partner of DAV since 2024 and has championed several DAV programs,” said DAV CEO Barry Jesinoski. “Their
ongoing investment reflects a sustained commitment to the military and veteran community. DAV has assisted thousands of caregivers through our
caregiver programming, and this partnership will help that important work to continue”

“T-Mobile is proud to stand alongside Disabled American Veterans and support a program that will help veteran caregivers access the resources they
need,” said Clint Odom, Vice President of State Regulatory and External Affairs at T-Mobile. “We’re honored to renew our support of DAV’s mission
and continue championing veterans and their families”

DAV is grateful for T-Mobile’s continued partnership and its investment in programs that strengthen the well-being of veterans and their caregivers
nationwide. For information on DAV Caregivers Support, visit davcaregivers.org. 3



CHAPLAIN’S CORNER

Hello (English), Boozhoo (Chippewa), Annyeonghaseyo (Korean), Shalom (Hebrew), Konnichiwa (Japanese), Mrhban (Arabic) all you fine,
outstanding and honorable veterans and family members. This month we begin from our last article (June 2026) and directly move into
Ephesians 3:10 -11 ‘God’s purpose in all this was to use the church to display his wisdom in its rich variety to all the unseen rulers and
authorities in heavenly places. This was his eternal plan [from creation Genesis 1-3], which he carried out through Christ Jesus our Lord’
(New Living Translation).

Last month we were looking at God’s mysterious plan, now we are looking at God’s multifaceted and infinite wisdom. We are shifting our
perspective from our view of the church as a building, organization, and gathering of believers (fallible humans - Romans 7:14-25) on earth,
to a cosmic lesson in wisdom for all the holy and fallen angels (1 Peter 1:12, Genesis 6:1-7, Jude 6, Ephesians 6:12, Psalm 82:1, Isaiah 6, Job
1:6-12). This multifaceted and infinite wisdom refers to the complexity and beauty of his plan for the church serves as a living and breathing
demonstration of God’s reconciling power. As a result, God is using the existence and transformation of the church (believers) to demonstrate
that his wisdom is superior to any other power in the universe. This silences the claims of those whom spiritually rebelled from the beginning
of creation (Satan and demons). All of this has profound significance, especially in two separate areas: 1) Redefining Value: 2) Validation of
Suffering. Let’s take a look at each one of these.

Redefining Value:

We all determine our own worth, value, identity or significance in terms of the standards set forth by culture, society and the era or times

we live in. This value is very personal, and relates to productivity, status, and influence, while being subject to when, where, and under what
conditions we live. Two examples come to mind - 1940s (World War II reflected upon increased industrialization, war production and the need
to win the war); 1960s (societal upheaval, advances in aeronautical sciences / engineering, along with the complexities of U.S. government policy,
Vietnam War and the need to honor those who served). Ephesians 3:10 -11 may very well redefine our value in terms of a more important
mission: we are part of an eternal, cosmic display of God’s grace. Even in our brokenness, when we live in unity and reconciliation with God and
others, we are testifying to a reality that transcends our limitations based on our relationship with Jesus Christ. In other words by being God
centered instead of self centered, we become more flexible towards the Holy Spirit and obedient towards God’s will, no matter what occurs in our
life (Romans 8:28). Consequently we will experience spiritual / emotional growth, inner strength, endurance, patience, gentleness (Galatians 5);
all the while being shaped to reflect Christ’s character. This includes help from the Department of Veteran Affairs.

Validation While Suffering:

Our lives can often be characterized by struggle, confusion and what seems like a never ending question of ‘what is life really all about’?
Ephesians 3:10 -11 reminds us that even when our situation seems dark or stagnant, we are part of God’s larger sovereign purpose. The spiritual
warfare we feel is real, but the church’s persistence is proof to the powers of darkness that they have already lost (Ephesians 6:10-18).

We want to continue to pray for all our comrades in distress and their family members. We remember caregivers who have a tremendous
responsibility managing care for those who depend upon them. Take Care. Mike - DAV, Linda - Auxiliary
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Once again, we find ourselves in the regrettable position of having to defend the benefits that disabled veterans earn through their service and
sacrifice. This week, a new congressional proposal was unveiled that could cut benefits for up to 1.5 million veterans and reduce future disability
compensation payments to them by as much as $57 billion in just the next 10 years, according to a VA analysis. This is wrong and it must be
stopped.

The proposal would effectively stop compensating veterans for the impact of service-connected tinnitus and dramatically reduce compensation
for most disabled veterans suffering from sleep apnea if they use a medical device (CPAP) while sleeping. These changes would apply to all new
claims as well as any reassessments or reevaluations of existing claims. Eliminating compensation for sleep apnea and tinnitus is not a reflection
of improved outcomes for veterans—it is a budget-driven decision that shifts the burden onto those who have already sacrificed in service to our
nation.

This ‘poison pill’ was included in a larger veterans package that includes a number of key DAV priorities, including the Major Richard Star Act,
increases for survivors benefits and catastrophically disabled veterans special monthly compensation (SMC) payments, expanded support for
family caregivers, improvements in prosthetic equipment, and a number of other provisions DAV has been fighting to enact. However, because
of self-imposed rules adopted by the House and Senate known as ‘PAYGO; this legislation includes enormous cuts in benefits to supposedly ‘pay
for’ providing veterans with benefits they have already earned.

While we appreciate all good faith efforts to develop and enact a package of positive veterans legislation, we reject the premise that the only

way to fulfill the promises made to the men and women who served in the past is by cutting benefits for veterans in the future. Congress has
regularly and repeatedly chosen to ignore or waive PAYGO rules and statutes for legislation when it was their priority. We now call on them to
place the same priority on benefits and services owed to the men and women who have served, are serving, and will serve to defend our freedom
in the future.

A grateful nation should never try to balance its budget on the backs of the men and women who sacrificed so much for our freedom. It’s time
for Congress to end the use of PAYGO for veterans benefits.

As the voice of the millions of veterans DAV represents, we will not stand by while budgetary considerations are placed above the well-being of
all those who served.

DAV will not compromise our core mission of ensuring veterans receive the benefits they have earned and deserve. Nor will we compromise our
principles and leave future generations of servicemembers with fewer protections and benefits than those available today.

We remain committed to working with all Members of Congress in a bipartisan spirit, together with our fellow veteran and VSO colleagues, to
find a path forward that keeps the nation’s promise to all veterans.

e July 4- Independence Day e July 28- Buffalo Soldiers Day
e July 27- Korean War Veterans Armistice Day e July 29- Army Chaplain Corps Anniversary

Eugene Teigland
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Law Offices of
FULLER, WALLNER, CAYKO,
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DAV NORTHWEST TRANSPORTATION DATES
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FREE RIDES To All Veterans and Caregiver (if needed)!

Northwest Transportation MN DAV
Bemidji-Fargo Trips ¢ Pick-up Points:
Bemidji National Guard Armory e Solway in front of bar « Shevlin in front of bar « Bagley Cenex Station west end of town
Fosston at LePier’s on the east end of town « Mahnomen northside of town « Ada Country Store « Main Street Leonard & Clearbrook

TO SCHEDULE RIDES FOR HIGHLIGHTED AREAS: . 1
Call 1-855-277-9787 and follow voice prompts to leave a message. Volunteer Drivers Needed!
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TRAVIS MALTERUD
Owner
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If you would like to receive the newsletter by email, please send your
email address to the organization at mndavchapter7@gmail.com
or call or text Tom Annonson @ 218-251-3025
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