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Chaplain’s Corner: 
 

     Summer is here in beautiful Northern Minnesota with it's long daylight hours, the beauty of green growing things, and the sound of bird songs 
from early morning to late evening.  Been thinking of other long days- days of grieving over loss of a loved one, or loss of health.  Perhaps you 
know long days of pain- either physical, or emotional, or mental- along with sleepless nights that leave you feeling tired and weary to face another 
long day.  Just read from a devotional called  "Our Daily Bread" for June 22 about a man who knew long painful days. Here is a quote from part of 
David McCasland's writing: 
 
     The Old Testament character, Job, repeatedly considered God's creation in his struggle to make sense of the numbing loss of his health, his 
wealth, and his children.  
     --Creation itself did not answer Job's questions, but the heavens and the earth pointed him to God the Creator, who alone could respond with 
help and hope.    
     --The Lord who upholds the universe by the "word of His power" (Hebrews 1:3; Colossians  
1:17) is in control of our everyday lives.  Experiences that seem "empty places" are all undergirded by our heavenly Father's power and love." 
 
     If you are experiencing long days of "empty places", seek the God of creation who knows all about you. If you need to talk with someone, please  
feel free to call. 
 
God bless and keep you, 
Bruce Holden, DAV Chaplain (218) 407-0925 Mavis Holden, DAVA Co-Chaplain (218) 407-0927 

Service Officer’s Corner: 
 
(Q) Does my enrollment in the VA Health Care System affect my eligibility for emergency care?  (A)YES. Your local VA medical center’s benefits 
counselor can explain how enrollment (or other special status categories)   affect your eligibility. (Q) If I have other insurance (Tricare, Medicare, 
Medicaid, Blue Cross, etc.). Will it affect whether claims for emergency services will be paid at VA expense?  (A) YES. It may your local VA med-
ical center’s benefits counselor can explain how other insurance can affect whether the VA can pay for your non-VA medical claims. 
Non-VA Facilities pamphlet www4.va.gov/hac/forbeneficiaries/fmp/fmp.asp for more information call the Fargo VA Patient Advocate, Tim Cam-
eron (701) 232-2341 ext3837. 
 
Fargo VA 1-701-232-3241 or 1701-239-3700 1-800 410-9723   Main Category # 1 to refill prescriptions, check the status of your refills, or check 
your upcoming appointments  1-855-560-1718( Appointment inquiry Option #1) (prescription refill & status  Option # 2 >Refill  2> Status) have 
your SS# and prescriptions  Refill # available when calling  Main Category # 2 planning /canceling clinic visits or messages for your provider. 
Please pick your clinics number from list below to make/cancel your visit. If you need help finding your clinic number or you’re calling after your 
clinic closes, press 0 for the operator. (Ambulatory Surgery   9-3921)  (Audiology 9-3748) (Blue Team 9-2584) (Cardiology 9-3529) 
(Dental 9-3371) (Dental Eligibility 9-3453) (eye 9-3993) ( General Surgery, Ortho, Podiatry, ent, Rheumatology, urology 9-3833) ( GI Procedures 9
-3510) ( Gold Team 9-3905) (nephrology, infectious disease, Hepatitis C  9-2420) ( Home based Primary care 9-4316) (mental health 9-3150)   
(neurology , endo/glucose  9-2420) ( pulmonary 9-3524) (radiology 9-3204) Red team & Desk 4 9-2981) 
Will continue on this next month. 
 
Service Officer Robert Saddoris  (218) 243-2663 

NEXT MEETING: National Guard Armory Bemdiji, MN 
Monday, July 15th at 7pm at the  

Commander’s Corner: 
 

Another month gone by and we move forward in to July. The next two months will really hit us hard on clothing to pick up and ship. We are short 
of Volunteers to work with clothing, if there is any way you could give your chapter 4-5 hours a week it would go a long way in getting our trailers 
filled and to Savers. We then would have more funds for your fellow veterans needs. We have had many new members over the last two months 
thanks to your fellow Chapter members. Forget- Me – Not season is here will start in July. Once again I am honored to be your Commander. 

Commander George Edwards   (218) 556-4633 

Chapter Officers 
 

Commander: George Edwards  (218) 556-4633 Senior Vice Commander: Dave Sterr  (218) 751-6178 
Adjutant/Service Officer: CDR Robert Saddoris  H: (218) 243-2663/C (218) 209-1863/saddoris@paulbunyan.net 

1st Junior Vice Commander:   Mike Zimmerman (218) 252-2061     2nd Junior Vice Commander (North): Jay Ruediger (218) 395-0318  
Treasurer: Jeri Harvey     Chaplain: Bruce Holden (218) 467-3591     Assistant Chaplain Northern Region: Walter James 612-618-3377 
Judge Advocate: Vacant     Sergeant-at-Arms: Bruce Tiegen  (218) 333-8501     Clothing Chairman: Mike Zimmerman  (218) 252-2061 

Officer of the Day/Equipment Chairman: Glenn Aagard  (218) 556-7999     Historian: Billy Wood  (218) 368-2967 

Merry Christmas everyone. During the last several months we were 
looking at three main questions along with several very real issues 
associated with spiritual warfare. Last month we concluded with the 
second question and were looking at the third question, what is God doing 
on the earth? We examine the primary intent of God is to give all mankind 
the opportunity for salvation and live with His people (Lev 26:12, Deut 
23:15, II Sam 7:6-7, Luke 9:56, John 1:14, Romans 11, I Timothy 2:3-5, I 
John 2:2, Rev 21:22-23). God is constantly taking the initiative in history 
to be with and warn His people. There are times when God seems so far 
away and yet, other times He is so very close. 

As you may know from the news media, more troops from the United 
States are being directed to Afghanistan and currently there is no end in 
sight to the Middle East conflict. Many of the people (Christians, Jews, 
and others) living in these areas are being forced to change their faith, pay 
a religious tax, relocate, or face execution. A person could say, “If God 
is wanting to save and be with mankind, why is all of this happening? 
Again, because of spiritual warfare and the dynamics of the prophecies 
in Daniel and Revelation, which will continue until the end of this age. 
During Christmas we think of the nativity story. Yet, there is another side 
too, a reminder of the existence of spiritual warfare in connection with 
the birth of Christ. The order from King Herod to kill all the babies born 
in and around Bethlehem once he found out he was duped by the wise 
men (Matt 2:16-18). This was Satan’s attempt to kill Christ before His 
time. Satan wanted to kill Christ before Jesus had the chance to do His 
Father’s (YHWH) will (Gal 4:4-7). 

It is Satan’s strategy to kill, steal and destroy (John 10:10). This strategy 
in-part involves intense fear which pushes us away from God and 
God’s people into any number of different directions (John 10:11-12), 
overwhelming us with sorrow and intense emotional hopelessness (II 
Cor 2:6-11), quarrelling (II Timothy 2:22-26) along with the unwarranted 
and terrible condemnation which comes from others wrongly accusing 
and judging us (Romans 14:1, 9-14). The question now becomes what 
now? In some of our lives it seems Satan either is winning or has won. 
God has a tremendous amount of grace for us, even when things like 
this happen. When this happens, know that Jesus prays (John 17:20-
26) and the Holy Spirit intercedes for us (Romans 8:26). When we are 
overwhelmed, regardless of whether we are in a jam because of what we, 
somebody else, or Satan did, it is important to call out to God (Psalm 
55). If it is something we did - repent (which means we will change the 
course direction [attitudes, decisions, motives, actions] of our situation 
back towards God). Jesus reminds us to never lose hope (John 14:1), not 
allowing this life to distract us from God and the direction He chose for 
our lives regardless of the circumstances (Luke 12:7). This means God 
has our back, like nobody else, as He wants to be with His people, while 
waiting patiently for the end of the age. Even God’s people in heaven are 
patiently waiting for the day when God will make everything right (Rev 
6:10). Jesus even mentions it would be through our patience (trusting in 
Him) we can look forward to being with God, while not allowing this 
life to distract us (Col 3:1-3). Our prayer is that you will 
know the riches of God through Christ. 

Please do not hesitate to call us. If you are in the 
hospital we would like to come and visit, feel 
free to contact us. If you are in need please let 
us know. If you have comments, or want to talk 
we look forward to meeting you. Chaplains 
Mike and Julie Gutz (DAV & DAV Auxiliary)  
444-5015 (Home). Julie (218) 368-9747 (Cell).
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Christmas Greetings: 

It has been an eventful and successful 2014 with some sadness with the 
loss of Commander George Edwards.  He is greatly missed.  It has been an 
adjustment for all of us to continue his outstanding legacy, and thanks to 
you, we have been able to meet that challenge.  Our mission is to help the 
veterans-in-need.  I am so grateful that the membership has risen to the 
occasion by volunteering time and talents in so many different ways.  We 
have been able to help many of our fellow comrades through the generosity 
of so many.

As 2014 comes to a close, I know you will step forward, again, in 2015.  
When we work together friendships are formed and comradery is renewed.  
That has certainly been the case for me.  I have stumbled a bit in my 
adjustment to this new role of Commander, and sure enough, you have 
been there as friends and comrades to help me through my stumbling.

My sincere wish for you is that you have a happy, healthy and prosperous 
2015.  Enjoy the holidays and surround yourselves with family and friends.

COMMANDERS CORNER



Folks:   It is with a very sad heart and at time tears as I write 
this. There is no way I can begin to tell you how very much 
Chapter #7 means to me, I have watch it grow from infancy to 
where we are today!   Joining Chapter # 7 when there were only 
two active members; Ron Butler Commander very good man 
hated to see him leave, and a female Adjutant Treasure; Don 
McKinnon, Walter James and I joined the same evening. Don 
became Treasurer, Walter Chaplain; I was made Junior Vice. 
This was going on 10 years ago, Brother Don has passed I still 
get tears over this, and Brother Walter is still a member, but no 
longer Chaplain. I have served as Junior Vice Commander; as 
well as Senior Vice Commander, two years as Commander; and 
Adjutant  since; point being I have been an officer of one position 
or other since joining DAV. When new Officers are sworn in the 
third Monday of February 2015 I will no longer be Adjutant!!!!. 
This is not debatable but final. I will help the new Adjutant 
with some of the ropes. I would like to keep the Transportation 
System as I have worked it from the onset; I also would like to 
keep the CBOC as I have served it for our Chapter since they 
opened; I would also be willing to work with CVSO’s in getting 
help for Veterans in need as Chapter service Officer.  All of this 
is up to the Commander you elect February 16thor 17th.
 
As far as the newsletter I’m finding it very difficult getting 
information on new member and members new address’s this is 
Adjutants and Senior Vice Commanders job thus I will no longer 
be involved... 

I will no longer be working with equipment as my wife and I do 
not have a covered trailer to haul equipment in bad weather.  I 
will as always do Parades and help with For-Get Me-Nots. Will 
use our trailer (my Wife and mine) and will buy a sound system 
to use.  It has been an honor to serve you all of these years, 
thank you for allowing me to do so.

Cmdr Saddoris Adjutant Chapter # 7 Signing off.

As your Service officer I had a fellow DAVer tell me he had 
trouble getting his card from VA even though he lived over 40 
mile from a VA facility; he had to use this number to get card 877-
222-8387; remember once you get your card use the following 
number  866-606-8198 to receive permission to use the card. 

ADJUTANT CORNER

Additional Sponsors 

Country Kitchen • Cease Funeral

Grimes Realty • Lifequest Chiropractic

Nei Bottling • Zetah Construction

Season’s Greetings everyone!

We hope your Holidays were a happy time of celebration! We had 
a very good turnout for our Annual Christmas party and awards 
banquet on the 15th of December. We enjoyed a wonderful dinner 
with a choice of beef tips and gravy, turkey and gravy, both of 
which were served with mashed potatoes or a vegetarian lasagna, 
all accompanied by a vegetable medley and dinner roll catered by 
Marketplace Foods. Refreshments of hot cider and coffee were 
served along with cake and an assortment of desserts provided 
by the Unit Auxiliary. A special presentation of a Bible was given 
to the son of one of our fallen comrades. Then the awards and 
recognition were then given out to those individuals who help 
our Chapter out this past year with their continuous volunteer 
efforts in the various programs that help benefit the Disabled 
Veterans and their families in the communities that our Chapter 
serves. Without their help and assistance our programs would not 
be as effective as they are!

We would like to welcome our newest advertiser, Hurricane 
Grill & Wings. Check out their new restaurant and availability 
of online ordering.

We wish you a Happy, Healthy and prosperous New Year!

Sincerely,

Your Newsletter Staff

NEWSLETTER STAFF

If you would like to receive the newsletter by email, please call:
Tom - (218) 251-3025 or Marten - (218) 779-0505

Merry Christmas to everyone. We had a great turn out for the 
Christmas Party and I was glad to see all of you there. Just a 
reminder that we will not be having a meeting in January or 
February. Hope you have a great Holiday and see everyone in 
March.

Linda Engsether
DAV AUX Unit #7 Commander

AUXILIARY LETTER

Happy 
New Year!



2015 DAV NORTHWEST TRANSPORTATION DATES

Northwest Transportation MN DAV Chapter 7
Bemidji-Fargo Trips Pick-up Points:

Bemidji National Guard Armory; Solway in front of Bar;  
Shevlin in front of bar; Bagley Tesoro Station west end of town; Fosston at LaPiere’s on the east end of town; 

Mahnomen Cenex park south of propane tank; Ada Country Store
To schedule rides:

Call 1-855-277-9787 (NOTE # HAS CHANGED) and follow voice prompts to leave a message.
If you have problems leaving a message  
call Adjutant Saddoris at 218-243-2663.

If you would like to receive the newsletter by email, please call:
Tom - (218) 251-3025 or Marten - (218) 779-0505
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Chaplain’s Corner: 
 

     Summer is here in beautiful Northern Minnesota with it's long daylight hours, the beauty of green growing things, and the sound of bird songs 
from early morning to late evening.  Been thinking of other long days- days of grieving over loss of a loved one, or loss of health.  Perhaps you 
know long days of pain- either physical, or emotional, or mental- along with sleepless nights that leave you feeling tired and weary to face another 
long day.  Just read from a devotional called  "Our Daily Bread" for June 22 about a man who knew long painful days. Here is a quote from part of 
David McCasland's writing: 
 
     The Old Testament character, Job, repeatedly considered God's creation in his struggle to make sense of the numbing loss of his health, his 
wealth, and his children.  
     --Creation itself did not answer Job's questions, but the heavens and the earth pointed him to God the Creator, who alone could respond with 
help and hope.    
     --The Lord who upholds the universe by the "word of His power" (Hebrews 1:3; Colossians  
1:17) is in control of our everyday lives.  Experiences that seem "empty places" are all undergirded by our heavenly Father's power and love." 
 
     If you are experiencing long days of "empty places", seek the God of creation who knows all about you. If you need to talk with someone, please  
feel free to call. 
 
God bless and keep you, 
Bruce Holden, DAV Chaplain (218) 407-0925 Mavis Holden, DAVA Co-Chaplain (218) 407-0927 

Service Officer’s Corner: 
 
(Q) Does my enrollment in the VA Health Care System affect my eligibility for emergency care?  (A)YES. Your local VA medical center’s benefits 
counselor can explain how enrollment (or other special status categories)   affect your eligibility. (Q) If I have other insurance (Tricare, Medicare, 
Medicaid, Blue Cross, etc.). Will it affect whether claims for emergency services will be paid at VA expense?  (A) YES. It may your local VA med-
ical center’s benefits counselor can explain how other insurance can affect whether the VA can pay for your non-VA medical claims. 
Non-VA Facilities pamphlet www4.va.gov/hac/forbeneficiaries/fmp/fmp.asp for more information call the Fargo VA Patient Advocate, Tim Cam-
eron (701) 232-2341 ext3837. 
 
Fargo VA 1-701-232-3241 or 1701-239-3700 1-800 410-9723   Main Category # 1 to refill prescriptions, check the status of your refills, or check 
your upcoming appointments  1-855-560-1718( Appointment inquiry Option #1) (prescription refill & status  Option # 2 >Refill  2> Status) have 
your SS# and prescriptions  Refill # available when calling  Main Category # 2 planning /canceling clinic visits or messages for your provider. 
Please pick your clinics number from list below to make/cancel your visit. If you need help finding your clinic number or you’re calling after your 
clinic closes, press 0 for the operator. (Ambulatory Surgery   9-3921)  (Audiology 9-3748) (Blue Team 9-2584) (Cardiology 9-3529) 
(Dental 9-3371) (Dental Eligibility 9-3453) (eye 9-3993) ( General Surgery, Ortho, Podiatry, ent, Rheumatology, urology 9-3833) ( GI Procedures 9
-3510) ( Gold Team 9-3905) (nephrology, infectious disease, Hepatitis C  9-2420) ( Home based Primary care 9-4316) (mental health 9-3150)   
(neurology , endo/glucose  9-2420) ( pulmonary 9-3524) (radiology 9-3204) Red team & Desk 4 9-2981) 
Will continue on this next month. 
 
Service Officer Robert Saddoris  (218) 243-2663 

NEXT MEETING: National Guard Armory Bemdiji, MN 
Monday, July 15th at 7pm at the  

Commander’s Corner: 
 

Another month gone by and we move forward in to July. The next two months will really hit us hard on clothing to pick up and ship. We are short 
of Volunteers to work with clothing, if there is any way you could give your chapter 4-5 hours a week it would go a long way in getting our trailers 
filled and to Savers. We then would have more funds for your fellow veterans needs. We have had many new members over the last two months 
thanks to your fellow Chapter members. Forget- Me – Not season is here will start in July. Once again I am honored to be your Commander. 

Commander George Edwards   (218) 556-4633 

Chapter Officers 
 

Commander: George Edwards  (218) 556-4633 Senior Vice Commander: Dave Sterr  (218) 751-6178 
Adjutant/Service Officer: CDR Robert Saddoris  H: (218) 243-2663/C (218) 209-1863/saddoris@paulbunyan.net 

1st Junior Vice Commander:   Mike Zimmerman (218) 252-2061     2nd Junior Vice Commander (North): Jay Ruediger (218) 395-0318  
Treasurer: Jeri Harvey     Chaplain: Bruce Holden (218) 467-3591     Assistant Chaplain Northern Region: Walter James 612-618-3377 
Judge Advocate: Vacant     Sergeant-at-Arms: Bruce Tiegen  (218) 333-8501     Clothing Chairman: Mike Zimmerman  (218) 252-2061 

Officer of the Day/Equipment Chairman: Glenn Aagard  (218) 556-7999     Historian: Billy Wood  (218) 368-2967 

Merry Christmas everyone. During the last several months we were 
looking at three main questions along with several very real issues 
associated with spiritual warfare. Last month we concluded with the 
second question and were looking at the third question, what is God doing 
on the earth? We examine the primary intent of God is to give all mankind 
the opportunity for salvation and live with His people (Lev 26:12, Deut 
23:15, II Sam 7:6-7, Luke 9:56, John 1:14, Romans 11, I Timothy 2:3-5, I 
John 2:2, Rev 21:22-23). God is constantly taking the initiative in history 
to be with and warn His people. There are times when God seems so far 
away and yet, other times He is so very close. 

As you may know from the news media, more troops from the United 
States are being directed to Afghanistan and currently there is no end in 
sight to the Middle East conflict. Many of the people (Christians, Jews, 
and others) living in these areas are being forced to change their faith, pay 
a religious tax, relocate, or face execution. A person could say, “If God 
is wanting to save and be with mankind, why is all of this happening? 
Again, because of spiritual warfare and the dynamics of the prophecies 
in Daniel and Revelation, which will continue until the end of this age. 
During Christmas we think of the nativity story. Yet, there is another side 
too, a reminder of the existence of spiritual warfare in connection with 
the birth of Christ. The order from King Herod to kill all the babies born 
in and around Bethlehem once he found out he was duped by the wise 
men (Matt 2:16-18). This was Satan’s attempt to kill Christ before His 
time. Satan wanted to kill Christ before Jesus had the chance to do His 
Father’s (YHWH) will (Gal 4:4-7). 

It is Satan’s strategy to kill, steal and destroy (John 10:10). This strategy 
in-part involves intense fear which pushes us away from God and 
God’s people into any number of different directions (John 10:11-12), 
overwhelming us with sorrow and intense emotional hopelessness (II 
Cor 2:6-11), quarrelling (II Timothy 2:22-26) along with the unwarranted 
and terrible condemnation which comes from others wrongly accusing 
and judging us (Romans 14:1, 9-14). The question now becomes what 
now? In some of our lives it seems Satan either is winning or has won. 
God has a tremendous amount of grace for us, even when things like 
this happen. When this happens, know that Jesus prays (John 17:20-
26) and the Holy Spirit intercedes for us (Romans 8:26). When we are 
overwhelmed, regardless of whether we are in a jam because of what we, 
somebody else, or Satan did, it is important to call out to God (Psalm 
55). If it is something we did - repent (which means we will change the 
course direction [attitudes, decisions, motives, actions] of our situation 
back towards God). Jesus reminds us to never lose hope (John 14:1), not 
allowing this life to distract us from God and the direction He chose for 
our lives regardless of the circumstances (Luke 12:7). This means God 
has our back, like nobody else, as He wants to be with His people, while 
waiting patiently for the end of the age. Even God’s people in heaven are 
patiently waiting for the day when God will make everything right (Rev 
6:10). Jesus even mentions it would be through our patience (trusting in 
Him) we can look forward to being with God, while not allowing this 
life to distract us (Col 3:1-3). Our prayer is that you will 
know the riches of God through Christ. 

Please do not hesitate to call us. If you are in the 
hospital we would like to come and visit, feel 
free to contact us. If you are in need please let 
us know. If you have comments, or want to talk 
we look forward to meeting you. Chaplains 
Mike and Julie Gutz (DAV & DAV Auxiliary)  
444-5015 (Home). Julie (218) 368-9747 (Cell).
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NEXT MEETING:  
National Guard Armory Bemidji, MN

Monday, January 19th at 7pm

Support the advertisers in 
this newsletter, it’s their 
sponsorship that makes 
this newsletter possible!

Monthly Newsletter 
December 2014

Happy 
New Year!

CHAPTER OFFICERS
COMMANDER: Dave Sterr  - 218.556.4633
SENIOR VICE:  Mike Zimmerman - (218)-252-2061
JUNIOR VICE: Marten Schrage - 218-308-7972
JUNIOR VICE: Jay Ruediger - 218-395-0318
ADJUTANT: Robert Saddoris - 218.243.2663
SERVICE OFFICER: Robert Saddoris - 218.243.2663
TREASURER: Jeri Harvey
CHAPLAIN: Mike Gutz - (218)308-3927
CHAPLAIN (ALT.): Bruce Holden - 218-467-3591
JUDGE ADVOCATE: Vacant
SERGEANT AT ARMS: Bruce Tiegen - (218) 308-0962       
OFFICER OF THE DAY: Glenn Aagard - 218-556-7999
HISTORIAN: Billy Wood - 218-368-2967
EXEC. COMMITTEE CHAIR: Tom Annonson - 218-251-3025,  
 torgor@lightspeed.net
EXEC. COMMITTEE: Bruce Tiegen 
EXEC. COMMITTEE: Bruce Holden
EXEC. COMMITTEE: Glenn Aagard
EXEC. COMMITTEE: Marten Schrage

Christmas Greetings: 

It has been an eventful and successful 2014 with some sadness with the 
loss of Commander George Edwards.  He is greatly missed.  It has been an 
adjustment for all of us to continue his outstanding legacy, and thanks to 
you, we have been able to meet that challenge.  Our mission is to help the 
veterans-in-need.  I am so grateful that the membership has risen to the 
occasion by volunteering time and talents in so many different ways.  We 
have been able to help many of our fellow comrades through the generosity 
of so many.

As 2014 comes to a close, I know you will step forward, again, in 2015.  
When we work together friendships are formed and comradery is renewed.  
That has certainly been the case for me.  I have stumbled a bit in my 
adjustment to this new role of Commander, and sure enough, you have 
been there as friends and comrades to help me through my stumbling.

My sincere wish for you is that you have a happy, healthy and prosperous 
2015.  Enjoy the holidays and surround yourselves with family and friends.

COMMANDERS CORNER
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Bemidji Certified Auto Center
Mike Skipper 

Manager

1755 Paul Bunyan NW
Bemidji, MN 56601

Phone # (218) 444-9444
(800) 600-6380 
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Veterans Benefit Fair
February 18th 2015 1PM - 8PM @ The Middle River American Legion 

8666 Silver Lake Drive, Middle River, MN • (410) 870-0625


