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Chaplain’s Corner: 
 

     Summer is here in beautiful Northern Minnesota with it's long daylight hours, the beauty of green growing things, and the sound of bird songs 
from early morning to late evening.  Been thinking of other long days- days of grieving over loss of a loved one, or loss of health.  Perhaps you 
know long days of pain- either physical, or emotional, or mental- along with sleepless nights that leave you feeling tired and weary to face another 
long day.  Just read from a devotional called  "Our Daily Bread" for June 22 about a man who knew long painful days. Here is a quote from part of 
David McCasland's writing: 
 
     The Old Testament character, Job, repeatedly considered God's creation in his struggle to make sense of the numbing loss of his health, his 
wealth, and his children.  
     --Creation itself did not answer Job's questions, but the heavens and the earth pointed him to God the Creator, who alone could respond with 
help and hope.    
     --The Lord who upholds the universe by the "word of His power" (Hebrews 1:3; Colossians  
1:17) is in control of our everyday lives.  Experiences that seem "empty places" are all undergirded by our heavenly Father's power and love." 
 
     If you are experiencing long days of "empty places", seek the God of creation who knows all about you. If you need to talk with someone, please  
feel free to call. 
 
God bless and keep you, 
Bruce Holden, DAV Chaplain (218) 407-0925 Mavis Holden, DAVA Co-Chaplain (218) 407-0927 

Service Officer’s Corner: 
 
(Q) Does my enrollment in the VA Health Care System affect my eligibility for emergency care?  (A)YES. Your local VA medical center’s benefits 
counselor can explain how enrollment (or other special status categories)   affect your eligibility. (Q) If I have other insurance (Tricare, Medicare, 
Medicaid, Blue Cross, etc.). Will it affect whether claims for emergency services will be paid at VA expense?  (A) YES. It may your local VA med-
ical center’s benefits counselor can explain how other insurance can affect whether the VA can pay for your non-VA medical claims. 
Non-VA Facilities pamphlet www4.va.gov/hac/forbeneficiaries/fmp/fmp.asp for more information call the Fargo VA Patient Advocate, Tim Cam-
eron (701) 232-2341 ext3837. 
 
Fargo VA 1-701-232-3241 or 1701-239-3700 1-800 410-9723   Main Category # 1 to refill prescriptions, check the status of your refills, or check 
your upcoming appointments  1-855-560-1718( Appointment inquiry Option #1) (prescription refill & status  Option # 2 >Refill  2> Status) have 
your SS# and prescriptions  Refill # available when calling  Main Category # 2 planning /canceling clinic visits or messages for your provider. 
Please pick your clinics number from list below to make/cancel your visit. If you need help finding your clinic number or you’re calling after your 
clinic closes, press 0 for the operator. (Ambulatory Surgery   9-3921)  (Audiology 9-3748) (Blue Team 9-2584) (Cardiology 9-3529) 
(Dental 9-3371) (Dental Eligibility 9-3453) (eye 9-3993) ( General Surgery, Ortho, Podiatry, ent, Rheumatology, urology 9-3833) ( GI Procedures 9
-3510) ( Gold Team 9-3905) (nephrology, infectious disease, Hepatitis C  9-2420) ( Home based Primary care 9-4316) (mental health 9-3150)   
(neurology , endo/glucose  9-2420) ( pulmonary 9-3524) (radiology 9-3204) Red team & Desk 4 9-2981) 
Will continue on this next month. 
 
Service Officer Robert Saddoris  (218) 243-2663 

NEXT MEETING: National Guard Armory Bemdiji, MN 
Monday, July 15th at 7pm at the  

Commander’s Corner: 
 

Another month gone by and we move forward in to July. The next two months will really hit us hard on clothing to pick up and ship. We are short 
of Volunteers to work with clothing, if there is any way you could give your chapter 4-5 hours a week it would go a long way in getting our trailers 
filled and to Savers. We then would have more funds for your fellow veterans needs. We have had many new members over the last two months 
thanks to your fellow Chapter members. Forget- Me – Not season is here will start in July. Once again I am honored to be your Commander. 

Commander George Edwards   (218) 556-4633 
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COMMANDERS CORNER

959 Industrial Park Dr SE, Bemidji, MN 56601
(218) 751-5752

The 2017 DAV Christmas Party is in the history books!  It looked to me like everyone had a merry and jovial time.  And now, we enter 2018 
ready and raring to go.  Right?  I hope so.  You members and volunteers did an incredible job in 2017, and with your continued support, 2018 
will be an incredible year also. 

There aren’t too many weeks out of the year that I don’t get requests to help Veterans who need some financial assistance.  It is comforting 
to know that your hard work has made it possible to respond to these requests with no hesitation whatsoever.

My New Year’s resolution is to continue to lead Chapter 7 in our mission of helping our fellow Veterans.  I’ll carry on with all of you at my 
side, so that the Veterans and their Families who suffer from life’s ills receive our help and assistance.  We’ll march forward together in this 
endeavor.

I wish you a happy, healthy and prosperous New Year.  May God bless you and keep you safe from harm.

Commander Dave Sterr

The DAV’s main mission is to help veterans in need.  If you or someone you know is in need, the Veteran’s Service Officer should be 
contacted by calling the Veteran’s Service Office (333-4178).  The officer will determine if the veteran qualifies for assistance and can 
then determine what funds or services are available to the veteran or a veteran’s family member.  Know also that we have a large supply 
of medical equipment items to offer our veterans (free of charge).  Contact any of the DAV officers and they can help you connect with the 
person who can help you with securing an item you might need.   

2618 Paul Bunyan Dr. NW
Bemidji, MN 56601
bauto@paulbunyan.net

Phone # (218) 444-9444
Fax # (218) 444-1248

www.bernicks.comPROUDLY SUPPORTING LUMBERJACK ATHLETICS
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218-751-5311/888-285-8514

www.bemidjibus.com

PROUDLY SUPPORTING LUMBERJACK ATHLETICS
BEMIDJI BUS LINE, INC.

-DELUXE MOTORCOACH SERVICE-
218-751-5311/888-285-8514

www.bemidjibus.com

Your Touchstone Energy® Partner

218-444-2540          800-955-6083
www.beltramielectric.com
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CHRISTMAS PARTY 2017

Additional Sponsors 
Cease Funeral
Grimes Realty

Nei Bottling
Zetah Construction

www.bemidjiwoolenmills.com www.meyerssignsource.com



www.bondedlock.com
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As was mentioned in last month’s newsletter, the Veterans on the Hill day will be March 12th this year. We are still working out the 
schedule for the bus stops to pick up veterans and spouses on the way down to the Capitol from our area up here. We are encouraging 
all veterans and their spouses to attend if possible. There is no requirement that they belong to any Military Organization, so spread 
the word to any Veteran friends that you know and invite them to go along. Remember, there isn’t any charge for the trip and there 
will be beverages, snacks, and a meal provided.

There are a couple of things we ask;

1) That you contact us and let us know the names and contact numbers for everyone that will be joining us on the bus as we need 
to know the total number of people we will need to have seating for on the bus(s). P.O.C. is Tom Annonson (218) 251-3025 or Email 
mndavchapter7@gmail.com

2) Everyone must be ambulatory enough to get on and off the bus, (we don’t have wheelchair accessible bus(s) available) but if 
required, we can stow wheelchairs in the luggage compartment.

The goal for this year is to have over 1000 attendees from all over the State at the event. The more attendees, the greater the impact 
we will have on Veteran related Legislative issues.

VETS ON THE HILL

www.countrykitchenrestaurants.com

RESTAURANT

218-444-8963



Volunteer Drivers Needed! Call Saddoris for info.

Northwest Transportation MN DAV Chapter 7
Bemidji-Fargo Trips • Pick-up Points:

Bemidji National Guard Armory • Solway in front of bar • Shevlin in front of bar  
Bagley Tesoro Station west end of town • Fosston at LaPiere’s on the east end of town

Mahnomen Cenex park south of propane tank • Ada Country Store

To Schedule Rides:
Call 1-855-277-9787 and follow voice prompts to leave a message.

If you have problems leaving a message call scheduler  
Saddoris at 218-243-2663 or 218-209-1863 (cell).
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Free Rides To All Veterans!
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Chaplain’s Corner: 
 

     Summer is here in beautiful Northern Minnesota with it's long daylight hours, the beauty of green growing things, and the sound of bird songs 
from early morning to late evening.  Been thinking of other long days- days of grieving over loss of a loved one, or loss of health.  Perhaps you 
know long days of pain- either physical, or emotional, or mental- along with sleepless nights that leave you feeling tired and weary to face another 
long day.  Just read from a devotional called  "Our Daily Bread" for June 22 about a man who knew long painful days. Here is a quote from part of 
David McCasland's writing: 
 
     The Old Testament character, Job, repeatedly considered God's creation in his struggle to make sense of the numbing loss of his health, his 
wealth, and his children.  
     --Creation itself did not answer Job's questions, but the heavens and the earth pointed him to God the Creator, who alone could respond with 
help and hope.    
     --The Lord who upholds the universe by the "word of His power" (Hebrews 1:3; Colossians  
1:17) is in control of our everyday lives.  Experiences that seem "empty places" are all undergirded by our heavenly Father's power and love." 
 
     If you are experiencing long days of "empty places", seek the God of creation who knows all about you. If you need to talk with someone, please  
feel free to call. 
 
God bless and keep you, 
Bruce Holden, DAV Chaplain (218) 407-0925 Mavis Holden, DAVA Co-Chaplain (218) 407-0927 

Service Officer’s Corner: 
 
(Q) Does my enrollment in the VA Health Care System affect my eligibility for emergency care?  (A)YES. Your local VA medical center’s benefits 
counselor can explain how enrollment (or other special status categories)   affect your eligibility. (Q) If I have other insurance (Tricare, Medicare, 
Medicaid, Blue Cross, etc.). Will it affect whether claims for emergency services will be paid at VA expense?  (A) YES. It may your local VA med-
ical center’s benefits counselor can explain how other insurance can affect whether the VA can pay for your non-VA medical claims. 
Non-VA Facilities pamphlet www4.va.gov/hac/forbeneficiaries/fmp/fmp.asp for more information call the Fargo VA Patient Advocate, Tim Cam-
eron (701) 232-2341 ext3837. 
 
Fargo VA 1-701-232-3241 or 1701-239-3700 1-800 410-9723   Main Category # 1 to refill prescriptions, check the status of your refills, or check 
your upcoming appointments  1-855-560-1718( Appointment inquiry Option #1) (prescription refill & status  Option # 2 >Refill  2> Status) have 
your SS# and prescriptions  Refill # available when calling  Main Category # 2 planning /canceling clinic visits or messages for your provider. 
Please pick your clinics number from list below to make/cancel your visit. If you need help finding your clinic number or you’re calling after your 
clinic closes, press 0 for the operator. (Ambulatory Surgery   9-3921)  (Audiology 9-3748) (Blue Team 9-2584) (Cardiology 9-3529) 
(Dental 9-3371) (Dental Eligibility 9-3453) (eye 9-3993) ( General Surgery, Ortho, Podiatry, ent, Rheumatology, urology 9-3833) ( GI Procedures 9
-3510) ( Gold Team 9-3905) (nephrology, infectious disease, Hepatitis C  9-2420) ( Home based Primary care 9-4316) (mental health 9-3150)   
(neurology , endo/glucose  9-2420) ( pulmonary 9-3524) (radiology 9-3204) Red team & Desk 4 9-2981) 
Will continue on this next month. 
 
Service Officer Robert Saddoris  (218) 243-2663 

NEXT MEETING: National Guard Armory Bemdiji, MN 
Monday, July 15th at 7pm at the  

Commander’s Corner: 
 

Another month gone by and we move forward in to July. The next two months will really hit us hard on clothing to pick up and ship. We are short 
of Volunteers to work with clothing, if there is any way you could give your chapter 4-5 hours a week it would go a long way in getting our trailers 
filled and to Savers. We then would have more funds for your fellow veterans needs. We have had many new members over the last two months 
thanks to your fellow Chapter members. Forget- Me – Not season is here will start in July. Once again I am honored to be your Commander. 

Commander George Edwards   (218) 556-4633 

Chapter Officers 
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Officer of the Day/Equipment Chairman: Glenn Aagard  (218) 556-7999     Historian: Billy Wood  (218) 368-2967 
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filled and to Savers. We then would have more funds for your fellow veterans needs. We have had many new members over the last two months 
thanks to your fellow Chapter members. Forget- Me – Not season is here will start in July. Once again I am honored to be your Commander. 

Commander George Edwards   (218) 556-4633 

Chapter Officers 
 

Commander: George Edwards  (218) 556-4633 Senior Vice Commander: Dave Sterr  (218) 751-6178 
Adjutant/Service Officer: CDR Robert Saddoris  H: (218) 243-2663/C (218) 209-1863/saddoris@paulbunyan.net 

1st Junior Vice Commander:   Mike Zimmerman (218) 252-2061     2nd Junior Vice Commander (North): Jay Ruediger (218) 395-0318  
Treasurer: Jeri Harvey     Chaplain: Bruce Holden (218) 467-3591     Assistant Chaplain Northern Region: Walter James 612-618-3377 
Judge Advocate: Vacant     Sergeant-at-Arms: Bruce Tiegen  (218) 333-8501     Clothing Chairman: Mike Zimmerman  (218) 252-2061 

Officer of the Day/Equipment Chairman: Glenn Aagard  (218) 556-7999     Historian: Billy Wood  (218) 368-2967 
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Law Offices of 

      FULLER, WALLNER, CAYKO,         
PEDERSON & HUSEBY, LTD. 
514 America Ave., P.O. Box 880 

    Bemidji, MN 56619-0880 
  
 

Office Phone:  Fax Number:  
218-751-2221  218-751-2285 
800-552-6881  www.lawofficemn.com 
 
 
 
 

www.portablejohn.net • pjohns@portablejohn.net

2818 Markey Way 
NW, Bemidji, MN 
56601

 

    

 751-2538  
1106 Paul Bunyan Drive South 

Bemidji, MN 56601   
(218) 751-2538 

Land   *  Lakeshore  
     

WE KNOW  
REAL ESTATE 

 

Residential  *  Commercial 

www.lakenwoods.com

CHAPLAIN’S CORNER
We all survived Christmas as far as I know.  I pray that you were able to enjoy time with family and friends.  As we move on to the New Year, 
what can we do differently?  Many of us get stuck in our ways and lose the ability to try something new.  How can we make the year 2018 our 
best ever?  What are your New Year resolutions?  I have met many new veterans in the last year.  How might we make this world better for those 
who were willing to sacrifice their very lives to maintain our freedom? This is what the DAV is all about.  Working together we help those who 
have fallen in one way or another along the way.  

As I serve alongside of my comrades, I learn from each of you.  We all have a story to tell.  I have heard heart breaking stories of soldier’s men 
and women doing terrible things to each other.  The world can be a cold dark place for those whose wounds we might not be able to see.  How do 
we help these soldiers?  They might seem a little crazy or dirty or even homeless.  Perhaps their families have given up on them?  The problem 
with many Vietnam vets especially is that they need our help.  We need to give them more than money.  They need a friend or a warm place to 
sleep.  Perhaps they need you to take their hand and bring them to the Fargo VA or even St. Cloud. 

If each of us helps another veteran this year, I think that is about 1300 veterans helped.  Perhaps you are a veteran that needs help.  Asking for 
help can be scary.  Some of us did ask for help and things just got worse.  Trust me I know how that feels but as long as we have breath, we can 
find the help that we need.  I love being part of this great organization.  So many of you work so hard to bless others that it blows me away!!!  All 
of you have so much to offer.  I commend you for all that you do.

My next question is a tough one.  What do we do to bring the hope that we have in Our Heavenly Father?  For many, they just need the good 
news of Jesus Christ. Young war veterans need mentors who know the Bible to come along side of them and walk them back into society.  If 
you are a Vietnam Vet, you probably never got this kind of unconditional love.  But you made it and you can help someone else.  Even if you 
don’t know the Bible very well, you can bring them to me or another Chaplain for that spiritual guidance they might desperately need.

Some of you might have children, nieces, nephews, cousins who served.  If they are having a hard time adjusting to civilian life, you could be 
the one to bring them on board to the DAV.  Just sharing your story and encouraging them to share their story could make all the difference in 
the world to a family.  So many family members don’t know what to do with their beloved veteran because they cannot relate.  Civilians can 
learn about how to deal with a family member that is a veteran but how do we teach them?  Who is going to take on this task?  The truth is that 
no one alone can do this.  We all need to reach out.

I am sorry for giving you one more thing to do.  I didn’t mean to give you another Christmas list.  If you have the joy of the Lord, it will shine 
onto others and you will advance the Kingdom of God.  If you are lacking this joy, please reach out to someone.  There are several Chaplains 
available to walk you to salvation in Christ Jesus.  This is the very best gift that keeps giving all year long.  Blessings this new year!

Chaplain Tara Schwinghammer   
(218-368-9988)

The Finest in Cakes, Pastries & Breads

218-444-BUNS  www.gr8buns.com

Come in for coffee & a roll!

Breakfast • Lunch • Soup & Sandwich

Raphael’s
Bakery & Cafe

Military
Discounts



Disabled American Veterans   
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

www.paulbunyan.net

 www.samsbemidji.com
samsshop@paulbunyan.net

10% Veteran Discount - Call for Details
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2000 Paul Bunyan Dr NW,  
Bemidji, MN 56601

(218) 444-1400
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2 convenient locations in Bemidji:
North location: 8001 Irvine Ave • South location: 2202 Division St

Gasoline * Diesel * Propane * Deli * Snacks * Cold Drinks * Hot Coffee

Where EVERYONE is a VIP!
Sign up for  

Northdale Rewards! 

It’s FREE! It’s EASY!

Propane Office: 785 Louise Lane NW   (218) 444-6637

3330 Irvine Avenue NW • Bemidji, MN 56601
Tel: 218-751-3159

osfh@paulbunyan.net

AUXILIARY COMMANDER CORNER

Just a reminder that we will not be meeting for the month of January, our next scheduled meeting will be on the 19th of March.  Please get any 
of your volunteer hours to me so that we can get them turned in on time. 

Wishing you all a healthy, happy and prosperous New Year!

Linda Engesether
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If you would like to receive the newsletter by email, please send your  
email address to the organization at mndavchapter7@gmail.com  

or call or text Tom Annonson @ 218-251-3025

www.tbirdgraphics.com    tbirdpenny@gmail.com

700 Bemidji Ave   |   Bemidji, MN   

Contact Sara  
for a quote today!

www.sarasagency.com

Your Mom’s Tattoo Atelier LLC.
Custom tattoos and piercings

110 4th St NW
Bemidji, MN 56601

218.333.1576

Lobby hours:
noon - 8pm

Tue. - Sat.

 
 

 

    218-755-9500 

See us about  
STUDIO APARTMENTS and 

SENIOR HOUSING 
677 Anne St. NW, Suite I, Bemidji, MN 

  

  

  

  


