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Chaplain’s Corner: 
 

     Summer is here in beautiful Northern Minnesota with it's long daylight hours, the beauty of green growing things, and the sound of bird songs 
from early morning to late evening.  Been thinking of other long days- days of grieving over loss of a loved one, or loss of health.  Perhaps you 
know long days of pain- either physical, or emotional, or mental- along with sleepless nights that leave you feeling tired and weary to face another 
long day.  Just read from a devotional called  "Our Daily Bread" for June 22 about a man who knew long painful days. Here is a quote from part of 
David McCasland's writing: 
 
     The Old Testament character, Job, repeatedly considered God's creation in his struggle to make sense of the numbing loss of his health, his 
wealth, and his children.  
     --Creation itself did not answer Job's questions, but the heavens and the earth pointed him to God the Creator, who alone could respond with 
help and hope.    
     --The Lord who upholds the universe by the "word of His power" (Hebrews 1:3; Colossians  
1:17) is in control of our everyday lives.  Experiences that seem "empty places" are all undergirded by our heavenly Father's power and love." 
 
     If you are experiencing long days of "empty places", seek the God of creation who knows all about you. If you need to talk with someone, please  
feel free to call. 
 
God bless and keep you, 
Bruce Holden, DAV Chaplain (218) 407-0925 Mavis Holden, DAVA Co-Chaplain (218) 407-0927 

Service Officer’s Corner: 
 
(Q) Does my enrollment in the VA Health Care System affect my eligibility for emergency care?  (A)YES. Your local VA medical center’s benefits 
counselor can explain how enrollment (or other special status categories)   affect your eligibility. (Q) If I have other insurance (Tricare, Medicare, 
Medicaid, Blue Cross, etc.). Will it affect whether claims for emergency services will be paid at VA expense?  (A) YES. It may your local VA med-
ical center’s benefits counselor can explain how other insurance can affect whether the VA can pay for your non-VA medical claims. 
Non-VA Facilities pamphlet www4.va.gov/hac/forbeneficiaries/fmp/fmp.asp for more information call the Fargo VA Patient Advocate, Tim Cam-
eron (701) 232-2341 ext3837. 
 
Fargo VA 1-701-232-3241 or 1701-239-3700 1-800 410-9723   Main Category # 1 to refill prescriptions, check the status of your refills, or check 
your upcoming appointments  1-855-560-1718( Appointment inquiry Option #1) (prescription refill & status  Option # 2 >Refill  2> Status) have 
your SS# and prescriptions  Refill # available when calling  Main Category # 2 planning /canceling clinic visits or messages for your provider. 
Please pick your clinics number from list below to make/cancel your visit. If you need help finding your clinic number or you’re calling after your 
clinic closes, press 0 for the operator. (Ambulatory Surgery   9-3921)  (Audiology 9-3748) (Blue Team 9-2584) (Cardiology 9-3529) 
(Dental 9-3371) (Dental Eligibility 9-3453) (eye 9-3993) ( General Surgery, Ortho, Podiatry, ent, Rheumatology, urology 9-3833) ( GI Procedures 9
-3510) ( Gold Team 9-3905) (nephrology, infectious disease, Hepatitis C  9-2420) ( Home based Primary care 9-4316) (mental health 9-3150)   
(neurology , endo/glucose  9-2420) ( pulmonary 9-3524) (radiology 9-3204) Red team & Desk 4 9-2981) 
Will continue on this next month. 
 
Service Officer Robert Saddoris  (218) 243-2663 

NEXT MEETING: National Guard Armory Bemdiji, MN 
Monday, July 15th at 7pm at the  

Commander’s Corner: 
 

Another month gone by and we move forward in to July. The next two months will really hit us hard on clothing to pick up and ship. We are short 
of Volunteers to work with clothing, if there is any way you could give your chapter 4-5 hours a week it would go a long way in getting our trailers 
filled and to Savers. We then would have more funds for your fellow veterans needs. We have had many new members over the last two months 
thanks to your fellow Chapter members. Forget- Me – Not season is here will start in July. Once again I am honored to be your Commander. 

Commander George Edwards   (218) 556-4633 

Chapter Officers 
 

Commander: George Edwards  (218) 556-4633 Senior Vice Commander: Dave Sterr  (218) 751-6178 
Adjutant/Service Officer: CDR Robert Saddoris  H: (218) 243-2663/C (218) 209-1863/saddoris@paulbunyan.net 

1st Junior Vice Commander:   Mike Zimmerman (218) 252-2061     2nd Junior Vice Commander (North): Jay Ruediger (218) 395-0318  
Treasurer: Jeri Harvey     Chaplain: Bruce Holden (218) 467-3591     Assistant Chaplain Northern Region: Walter James 612-618-3377 
Judge Advocate: Vacant     Sergeant-at-Arms: Bruce Tiegen  (218) 333-8501     Clothing Chairman: Mike Zimmerman  (218) 252-2061 

Officer of the Day/Equipment Chairman: Glenn Aagard  (218) 556-7999     Historian: Billy Wood  (218) 368-2967 
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Non-VA Facilities pamphlet www4.va.gov/hac/forbeneficiaries/fmp/fmp.asp for more information call the Fargo VA Patient Advocate, Tim Cam-
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Greetings DAV Family,

As your newsletter staff we are looking forward 
to getting out more pertinent information 

that may be of a beneficial nature to you or 
your family along with current events that are 
happening in the Chapter. With these things in 
mind, we encourage any feedback on ways or 
ideas to help us improve the dissemination of 

this information through the newsletter.

Wishing all of You and your Families a Happy, 
Healthy, Blessed New Year!

Disabled American Veterans   
North Central Minnesota Chapter #7                           
P.O. BOX 564                                                    
BEMIDJI, MN  56619-0564 
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COMMANDERS CORNER

Greetings Everyone,

Hope that everyone had a Merry Christmas and is having a Happy New Year.

The month of January is time for elections of the Officers. If you are interested in running for a office please contact the nomination 
committee.

We will be having a Department meeting on 5 January 2019 to hear about the upcoming year’s contract with Savers for the Clothing 
Program. There are going to be some changes.  We can always use help with our Tuesday Morning clothing program. 

Mike Zimmerman

UPCOMING DAV MN OUTDOOR EVENTS
The Minnesota DAV Department’s Outdoor program has scheduled their upcoming 

events and posted them on their website. Check them out at:
https://davmn.org/events-activities/events-for-veterans/

VETERANS ON THE HILL

Harmony was thrilled to partner with customers and 
two community organizations, Disabled American 
Veterans and Peacemaker Resources, in our annual 
“Buy Local – Give Local” shopping event the Friday 
after Thanksgiving. The event invites shoppers 
to shop all day Friday saving 10% at the till, while 
their purchases raise money for the community 
organizations present in the store that day. Then 
10% of the sales for the day was split between the 
organizations and 2018’s event provided $610.50 for 
each community partner, the DAV and Peacemakers! 
Thank you, Bemidji Community, for your participation 
in this great “Save while you Give” Event!

Just a little heads up notice so that you can make plans to join us for the bus trip down to the Capital in St Paul for the Veterans on the Hill 
day. This year it will be taking place on Wednesday, March 20th, so mark the date on your calendars. 

This event is open to all Veterans, their spouses and family members that want to show their support for upcoming legislation that pertains 
to Veterans benefits.

Somethings to remember, the charter bus(s) are provided by the Bemidji Bus Lines and have comfortable seating along with a comfort 
station on each bus. Also, the ride and the afternoon meal are free along with the coffee, water, bananas, donuts and muffins for the trip 
down in the morning.

Watch for further information on the bus schedule in the February and March issues of the newsletter.

If you are planning to go along with us, please let me know as soon as possible so that I can make sure that we have enough seating on the 
bus(s) available for everyone.  Send me an Email at davchapter7@gmail.com and tell me the number of people and their names that will 
be traveling with you along with their cell phone number, if they have one.

Looking forward to seeing more of you join us as we have been slowly growing in attendance over the last two years.

Tom Annonson  
Trip Coordinator
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Christmas Party

 

 

WOMEN VETERANS GALA 

HOSTED BY DISABLED AMERICAN VETERANS (DAV MN) 

AND BLACK BEAR CASINO 

Women Veterans of Minnesota: 

Plan to celebrate, laugh, learn, and enjoy the 
company of other women veterans! 

YOU have earned a night like this, and it’s all 
FREE! 

Dress to Impress! 
The evening’s events include: 

 Information booths 

 Meeting fellow women veterans 

 Hors d’oeuvres and full dinner 

 Cash Bar 

 Music and entertainment 

DATE: Saturday February 9th 2019 

TIME:  Registration Begins at 1pm.  

 Event is from 2pm– 1030pm 

With Special Guests: Speaker Carla Rose and Comedian Wendy 
Mayberry  

PLACE: Black Bear Casino 

1785 MN 210 Carlton, MN 

 

To register, please RSVP by January 25th to  

 Registration includes a tote bag 
 

No Men Allowed! If you need the aid of another person to 
attend, please notify when registering. Female guests only. 

***Discounted rooms provided by Black Bear Casino*** 

   (218) 878-2327 
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RESTAURANT

218-444-8963

- BEMIDJI VAN - 
DAV NORTHWEST TRANSPORTATION DATES

AUXILIARY UNIT

Just a quick reminder that there will not be any scheduled meetings in the months of January or February. Our next scheduled meeting 
will be on the 18th of March at the Chapter 7 HQ’s building.

Enjoy your winter break!

Linda Engesether  
Adjutant

NOMINATING COMMITTEE

The committee will be accepting nominations for the elected Chapter Officer positions from now until the election takes place at the 
February General membership meeting.

The nominating committee consists of; Steven Hauschildt 580-483-6037, Ward Sutton 320-266-8341, and Saddoris 218-209-1863, please 
contact one of them and let them know if you want to be considered for an elected Chapter officer position.

If more than one person applies for a position, the committee will conduct interviews just like the State and National nominating committees 
do and pass on their recommendations to the general membership at the meeting in January and prior to the elections in February.

If you are unsure of what the officer positions are, you can go to our web page to review the positions. Any member in good standing has 
the right to apply for any of the elected positions and the more that apply the better. 

959 Industrial Park Dr SE, Bemidji, MN 56601
(218) 751-5752

www.bernicks.com
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wealth, and his children.  
     --Creation itself did not answer Job's questions, but the heavens and the earth pointed him to God the Creator, who alone could respond with 
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Treasurer: Jeri Harvey     Chaplain: Bruce Holden (218) 467-3591     Assistant Chaplain Northern Region: Walter James 612-618-3377 
Judge Advocate: Vacant     Sergeant-at-Arms: Bruce Tiegen  (218) 333-8501     Clothing Chairman: Mike Zimmerman  (218) 252-2061 

Officer of the Day/Equipment Chairman: Glenn Aagard  (218) 556-7999     Historian: Billy Wood  (218) 368-2967 
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Darrell’s Auto Glass

2035 Adams Ave. NW
Bemidji, MN 56601

Bemidji: 218-759-8810
Bagley: 218-694-3789

McIntosh: 218-563-2477
Toll Free: 1-888-472-0230

TRAVIS MALTERUD
 Owner

Sales  |  Service  |  Parts  |  Rentals  | Mobile Service

218.444.3459  |  kbrvcenter.com 
602 S. Railroad St. SE  |  Bemidji MN
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Northwest Transportation MN DAV Chapter 7
Bemidji-Fargo Trips • Pick-up Points:

Bemidji National Guard Armory • Solway in front of bar  
Shevlin in front of bar • Bagley Tesoro Station west end of town 

Fosston at LaPiere’s on the east end of town 
Mahnomen Cenex park south of propane tank  

Ada Country Store

To Schedule Rides:
Call 1-855-277-9787 

and follow voice prompts to leave a message.
If you have problems leaving a message call scheduler  

Saddoris at 218-243-2663 
or 218-209-1863 (cell).

Volunteer Drivers Needed!  
Call Saddoris for info.

- BEMIDJI VAN - 
DAV NORTHWEST TRANSPORTATION DATES

FREE 
RIDES

FREE RIDES

Free Rides To All Veterans and Caregiver (if needed)!

2019 2019
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2000 Paul Bunyan Dr NW,  
Bemidji, MN 56601

(218) 444-1400

www.portablejohn.net • pjohns@portablejohn.net

2818 Markey Way 
NW, Bemidji, MN 
56601

 

    

 751-2538  
1106 Paul Bunyan Drive South 

Bemidji, MN 56601   
(218) 751-2538 

Land   *  Lakeshore  
     

WE KNOW  
REAL ESTATE 

 

Residential  *  Commercial 

www.lakenwoods.com

CHAPLAIN’S CORNER

May all of you have a wonderful New Year in 2019.

Last month we were looking at mercy (December) as part of a three month look into the related topics of justice (October) and grace (this 
article).  We have been looking at the interrelationship of all three of these (justice, mercy and grace) with Jesus, the Pharisees and a 
woman, as written in John 7:53-8:11, to include the relationship this has with our veterans of today.  There is so many issues colliding all 
at once that a person could spend hours just trying to sort out everything.  This is not just a story in the Bible, this sort of thing happens 
on a daily basis in so many different ways, it can be totally overwhelming.  This is especially true when we consider the many different 
experiences, we as a veteran group, must face as we continue to move forward in our lives.  Indeed, this is where God’s grace comes in.  

Grace is God’s encouragement (John 8:11).  Yet, grace means so much more.  There really is a liberating freedom that reaches down into 
the very personhood of an individual, group, and in some cases an entire population (Jonah 3).  God’s grace helps us to set boundaries, 
to make good choices in our relationships with others and God, while staying on course with where God wants our lives to go (II 
Corinthians 9:8 and 12:7-10).  Another example would be in the event you are parking on the wrong side of the road (your vehicle just 
broke down and nobody is available to help).  An example of grace would be law enforcement not giving you the ticket that has already 
been written out for you (justice is fast!), but instead tears up the ticket (mercy), then takes a step further by finding a person to help 
you and then giving you their tickets to the Super Bowl that is coming the first Sunday in February 2019, while wishing you a good day.  

As a side note to II Corinthians 12:7-9, there are reasons to suggest that Paul was dealing with a person (messenger from Satan - verse 7) 
who was an absolute pain in the neck (a thorn in the flesh - verse 7).  This almost sounds like the Pharisees in our passage of John 7:53-
8:11. At least it is something to think about.  This is especially true when we consider the Pharisees were using the woman while trying 
to set up Jesus for a fall (November article).  

Grace is for anyone, of any faith, anywhere, regardless of your experiences.  The word grace comes from the Greek word Charis, which 
means a graciousness directed towards another person.  This is a huge lesson (one of many) from the Book of Jonah.  God is always 
encouraging people to return to Him and turn away from things we know are wrong, or things God shows us are wrong.  This is not 
being religious (Isaiah 1), not being judgmental or hyper-critical (like our culture is today in many ways).  God does this out of love.  
Our personal reaction towards this may be a little rough, at times we may get angry and not wanting to change directions in our lives 
- like Jonah (Jonah 4), yet God’s grace is always there for us, just like it was there for Jonah, the Pharisees and the woman, although 
taking different forms.  The graciousness God has towards us can give us a sense of acceptance, gratitude and thankfulness that allows 
us to stay on track when things get rough. God’s grace goes beyond our experiences, no matter where we have been, or where we are 
going, whether we were in combat, been the victim of MST - men and women - (Military Sexual Trauma), or involved with an unjust, 
unrelenting, inflexible bureaucracy and poor leadership (Ecclesiastes 5:8).

If you are in need, or would simply like to talk, feel free to call me at 444-5015.

Mike Gutz
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2 convenient locations in Bemidji:
North location: 8001 Irvine Ave • South location: 2202 Division St

Gasoline * Diesel * Propane * Deli * Snacks * Cold Drinks * Hot Coffee

Where EVERYONE is a VIP!
Sign up for  

Northdale Rewards! 

It’s FREE! It’s EASY!

Propane Office: 785 Louise Lane NW   (218) 444-6637
3330 Irvine Avenue NW • Bemidji, MN 56601

Tel: 218-751-3159
osfh@paulbunyan.net

The Finest in Cakes, Pastries & Breads

218-444-BUNS  www.gr8buns.com

Come in for coffee & a roll!

Breakfast • Lunch • Soup & Sandwich

Raphael’s
Bakery & Cafe

Military
Discounts

(218) 751-1433 1080 Paul Bunyan Dr. NW
- Bemidji -

Wouldn’t you like to say... 
“It came from Ken K. Thompson Jewelry! ”

Wouldn’t you like to say... 
“It came from Ken K. Thompson Jewelry! ”

 
Law Offices of 

      FULLER, WALLNER, CAYKO,         
PEDERSON & HUSEBY, LTD. 
514 America Ave., P.O. Box 880 

    Bemidji, MN 56619-0880 
  
 

Office Phone:  Fax Number:  
218-751-2221  218-751-2285 
800-552-6881  www.lawofficemn.com 
 
 
 
 

Additional Sponsors 
Cease Funeral
Grimes Realty

Lifequest Chiropractic
Nei Bottling

Zetah Construction www.bemidjiwoolenmills.com www.meyerssignsource.com

UPCOMING HOLIDAYS & EVENT
Jan 21st – Martin Luther King Day

Feb 14th – Valentine’s Day

Feb 18th – President’s Day

Feb 23rd- 27th – DAV Mid- Winter Conference

Mar 10th – Daylight Savings time Begins

Mar 17th – St. Patrick’s Day

Veterans on the Hill day - March 20th

On October 9, 2018, President Trump signed 
Public Law 115-258, which provides a cost-of-
living adjustment (COLA) increase of 2.8 percent, 
effective December 1, 2018, for Veteran’s 
Disability Compensation and Dependency and 
Indemnity Compensation (DIC) for survivors and 
certain other benefits. VA compensation and DIC 
benefits are retrospectively paid on the first of 
each month, for the previous month. This means 
that the 2.8 COLA increase effective December 
1, 2018, will not be included until the January 1, 
2019 payment.  This increase matches the COLA 
provided to Social Security recipients.
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Disabled American Veterans   
North Central Minnesota Chapter #7                           
P.O. BOX 564                                                    
BEMIDJI, MN  56619-0564 

 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Bemidji Chapter 7

Disabled American Veterans   
North Central Minnesota Chapter #7                           
P.O. BOX 564                                                    
BEMIDJI, MN  56619-0564 

 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

If you would like to receive the newsletter by email, please send your  
email address to the organization at mndavchapter7@gmail.com  

or call or text Tom Annonson @ 218-251-3025

www.tbirdgraphics.com    tbirdpenny@gmail.com

700 Bemidji Ave   |   Bemidji, MN   

Contact Sara  
for a quote today!

www.sarasagency.com

Your Mom’s Tattoo Atelier LLC.
Custom tattoos and piercings

110 4th St NW
Bemidji, MN 56601

218.333.1576

Lobby hours:
noon - 8pm

Tue. - Sat.

 
 

 

    218-755-9500 

See us about  
STUDIO APARTMENTS and 

SENIOR HOUSING 
677 Anne St. NW, Suite I, Bemidji, MN 
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