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North Central MN Chapter #7
TO THE MEN AND WOMEN WHO SERVED PO Box 564

=

Bemidji, MN 56619
www.davchapter?7.org
NEXT MEETING: CHAPTER OFFICERS
DAV Headquarters at COMMANDER: Gene Schwantes - (218) 556-4592
5441 15th Street NW, Bemidji, MN SENIOR VICE: Jeft Meyer
Monday, Aprll 18th at 6: 30pm JUNIOR VICE: Tom Annonson
_ — 7 ADJUTANT: Darrel Baltzell
SERVICE OFFICERS: Scotty Allison
TREASURER: Scotty Allison - (218) 333-4178
CHAPLAIN: Mike Gutz - (218) 444-5015
JUDGE ADVOCATE: Jeri Harvey
SERGEANT AT ARMS: Bruce Tiegen
OFFICER OF THE DAY: Glenn Aagard
4 | LEGISLATIVE OFFICER: Joe Vene
! HISTORIAN: Vacant
1|||| FIRST NAT'O NAI— EXEC. COMMITTEE: Bruce Tiegen, Mike Gutz, Andy Staudt,
BANK BEMIDIJI Henry Hammerback, Jim Pinsonnault

CH. #7 UPCOMING HOLIDAYS & EVENTS

SIGN UP ONLINE F . ; - .
e Apr!I 4th - Chapter Executive Committee meeting @ 1630 Hours
April 5th - Gold Star Spouses Day

T @ @l @0 April 14th - Air Force Reserve Birthday

BUILDING » REMODELING » WOODWORKING » LANDSCAPING™ April 17th - Easter Sunday
April 18th - Chapter General Membership meeting @ 1830 Hours

Bemidiji * 2025 30* Street NW Apr!I 20th - Veterans on the |:|I|| Day
018-444-8665 » 800-286-6268 April 23rd - Army Reserve Birthday

Mon-Fri: 7:00-5:30 e Sat: 8:00-5:30 May 1st - Silver Star Banner Day
9 Locations To Serve You In Minnesota, North Dakota and lowa! May and - Chapter Executive Committee meetlng @ 1630 Hours
May 7th - Military Spouse Appreciation Day e
May 13th - Children of Fallen Patriots Day
@ 8@% May 15th - Armed Forces Day _—
May 16th - Chapter General Membershlp meeting @ 1830 Hours
620 Carr Lk Rd S, Bemidji, MN 56601 May 31st - Memorial Day s
o
Phone: 2187511324 June 6th - Ride for the Troops AN
Fax: 218-444-5324 June 7th - Chapter Executive Commlttee meeting @ 1630 Hours

acollman@paulbunyan.net June 14th - Flag Day

www.AdultDayServicesBemidji.com June 19th - Juneteenth W
June 21st - Chapter General Membership meeting
Promoting quality lifestyle choices for older adults. @ 1830 Hours




COMMANDER’S CORNER Q 0

Hello DAV Members,

. . . . c
Well, the snow is almost gone, the temps are going below zero for a couple of nights coming up, so I guess that’s a sure ? -
sign spring is here. In just two months you can plant your garden, hooray let the good time’s role. R

Good news, Savers needs shipments, as of 3/25 they had zero trailers of clothing in inventory. They will take as much as A A | ;
we can ship, so clean out your closets and donate anything that you don’t need. A

The chapter will be appointing a budget committee at the April 18th meeting, if you would like to be on it, please attend the meeting.

Enjoy spring and don’t work too hard,
WE ARE IN NEED OF A TREASURER BEFORE THE END OF JUNE,
SO IF YOU ARE INTERESTED, PLEASE LET US KNOW!

Gene Schwantes

DAV member Wendell Affield (R) presents a check from DAV
Chapter 7 for $2000 to Mike Olson who is the new Director at the
Bemidji Community Food Shelf (BCFS). The BCFS supports DAV

Chapter 7’s commitment to helping the veterans in need in the
Bemidji area by supplying foodstuff to the veteran families that
participate in the BCFS program.

1 he Minnesota DAViDepartment's Outdoorprogramhasscheduled their
upcoming eventsiand posted them'ontheirwebsitesCheckithemoutat:
https.//davmn.org/events-activities/events-for-veterans/ R

UPCOMING DAV MN OUTDOOR EVENTS .
DA

AIRCORPS AVIATION

“Fulfilling Dreams Through Preservation of Historical Aircraft”

Vintage Aircraft & Warbird Restoration

Maintenance & Consulting

www.AirCorpsAviation.com  Bemidji, Minnesota Help Wanted

% Beltrami Electric
Cooperative Inc.

®  Your Touchstone Energy” Cooperative K’W

HONDA
OF BEMIDJI

21 8_444_2540 800_955_6083 ;/v;/vw.bemidji'clwr.ysler.(;ém www.hor%daofrbeﬁwwdji.v(;;m

www.beltramielectric.com 755 Paul Bunyan Drive N.W < Bemidji, Minnesota 56601
Fax 218-751-8901




THE DISABLED AMERICAN VETERANS NORTH CENTRAL CHAPTER #7
REGULARLY CONVENED ON 21 MARCH 2022 AT 1830.

> OPENING CEREMONIES -- PRAYER -- PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
A. Roll Call of Officers to determine if a quorum is present.

Commander Gene Schwantes | Present
Senior Vice Commander Jeff Meyer Present
Junior Vice Commander Tom Annonson Present
Adjutant Darrel Baltzell Present
Treasurer Scotty Allison Present
Chaplain Mike Gutz Present
Judge Advocate Jeri Harvey Excused
Sergeant-At-Arms Bruce Tiegen Excused
Officer of the Day Glen Aagard Present
Historian Vacant N/A

B. SWEARING IN OF THE NEW OFFICERS FOR 2022/2023
The below officers were sworn into office by Andy Staudt for the 2022/2023
service year:
1. Commander: Gene Schwantes, Sr. Vice Commander: Jeff Meyer, Jr.
Vice Commander: Tom Annonson, Adjutant: Darrel Baltzell, Treasurer:
Scotty Allison, Chaplain: Mike Gutz,
Judge Advocate: Jeri Harvey, Sergeant-At-Arms: Bruce Tiegen,

Officer of the Day: Glen Aagard
2.  Executive Board Members at Large: Andy Staudt / Henry

Hammerback // Bruce Tiegen // Mike Gutz // Jim Pinsonnault
C. Members Present: 14 + 1 Guest
D. Introduction of Guests or Visitors: There were none.

E. Minutes of Previous Meeting: The minutes of 21 February 2022 were read.
A motion to accept the minutes was made by Andy Staudt; seconded by
Randy Hanevold. Motion carried.

F. Treasurer’s Report: Scotty Allison presented the February 2022 financial report.

Motion to accept the report was made by Andy Staudt; seconded by
Randy Hanevold. Motion carried.

G. Communications:

1. Clothing Program Correspondence: The latest correspondence from
State informs us that the number of trailers on the Savers lot waiting
for unloading has been reduced to only 17. The clothing program
activity will now get back to a more normal pace for our Chapter with
semi’s coming more frequently.

2. Thank You Card: The Northwoods Care Givers sent Chapter 7 a very
nice thank you card for the donation given to their organization.

3. Thank You Card: Darrel shared a written thank you to the DAV
members from Ginger Edward’s daughter Elizabeth for all that was
done for the family following Ginger’s death.

H. Committee Reports:

Membership: One transfer to Chapter 7 approved.

Service Officer: Nothing to report.

Hospital/Sickness & Distress: Nothing to report.

Legislative: Nothing to report.

Medical Equipment: There were 5 donations and 8 issues.

Fund Raising: Tom is still waiting on word about the Gun Show
event. The Ride for the Troops is scheduled for the first Sunday in
June. Both events are opportunities to raise funds for the Chapter.

I. Executive Committee Report & Action Item(s):
1. Aninformational report was given on the March 7% Executive
Committee Meeting.
2. One action item concerning increasing the scholarship amounts to be
brought forward under New Business.

J. OId Business

Veterans Day on The Hill: A discussion concerning the activities and
monetary needs to cover costs for this event was undertaken. The bus
rental/fuel cost is expected to be approximately $1750. In the past the
Veterans attending this event were treated to donuts and coffee on the
bus ride to the event and an evening supper meal on the way back to
Bemidji. Tom will accept the first 50 Veterans to sign up for the trip,

as this is the bus seat limit. The March 7 Executive Committee Meeting,

SopwN

members voted to recommend that $2500 be allowed to cover traveling/

food costs. A motion to support the recommendation to allow $2500
for the traveling/food costs for the Veterans Day on the Hill event was
made by Randy Hanevold; seconded by Glen Aagard. Motion carried.

2,

DAV Spring Convention: Delegates being registered for the Spring
Convention are Jeff Meyer, Tom Annonson, Gene Schwantes, Darrel
Baltzell and Jim Pinsonnault. One slot is still available. A motion

to cover the allowed costs for these gentlemen to attend the Spring
Convention was made by Henry Hammerback; seconded by Glen Aagard.
Motion carried. Refer to the March 7 Executive Committee Meeting
Minutes for the revised, allowed costs for Veterans registering for
this annual event.

K. New Business

1.

Food Shelf Donation Discussion: A request from the Community Food
Shelf for a donation has been received. At the March 7" Executive
Committee Meeting the members voted to donate $2000 to the
organization and now bring forward the request to add a line item in the
budget to donate a yearly amount of $2000. Of interest, Wendell Affield
brought forward some statistics on the number of Veteran families that are
using the Food Shelf for grocery items, not to mention the large number
of community people in need of this outlet. A motion to add a line item in
the budget for a yearly $2000 donation to the Community Food Shelf was
made by Henry Hammerback; seconded by Glen Aagard. Motion carried.
Senior Center Donation Discussion: A request for a donation to the
Senior Center has been received. A motion to add a line item in the
budget for a yearly $2000 donation to the Senior Center was made by
Andy Staudt; seconded by Henry Hammerback. Motion carried.

a. Increase to Scholarship Amounts for the 2023/2024 School Year:
**Brought forward from the 3/7 Executive Board Meeting. ** The
Scholarship Committee members would like to increase the
scholarship amount for the 2023/2024 school year. They would
like to make available $6000, which is an increase from the present
amount of $3000, for the next school year. Following discussion, it
was decided to offer three $2000 scholarships to eligible students
in the Chapter 7 area for the 2023/2024 school year. A motion to
this affect was made by Jeff Meyer and seconded by Mike Gutz.
Motion was carried by a vote of 3 to 2. This motion to be brought
forward to general membership for approval.

b.  General membership took up the discussion and chose to change
the scholarship amount to six $1000 scholarships to be given
out to eligible students for the 2023/2024 school year. The major
reasoning was that more schools in the Chapter 7 area were
informed of the scholarship money, and it seemed more equitable
to offer scholarships to 6 students should the committee receive
that many eligible applicants. A motion to make available six $1000
scholarships to students in the Chapter 7 area for the 2023/2024
school year was made by Glen Aagard; seconded by Henry
Hammerback. Motion carried.

itor: The new printer/copier was
installed this past Tuesday and there is now a need to upgrade the
computer and monitor to make it compatible with the new printer/copier
unit. Jeff Meyer and Darrel Baltzell are in the process of selecting

the computer and monitor and would like the approval of general

membership to go ahead and purchase the necessary equipment. A

motion was made by Randy Hanevold to allow up to $2200 for a new

computer and monitor and the necessary upgrades for use by the
officers; seconded by Henry Hammerback. Motion carried.

: One request brought forward. Scotty Allison brought
forward a request from an Air Force Veteran for assistance with medical
bills in the amount of $824.27. A motion to provide this Veteran his
request for assistance through the Veterans In Need fund was made by
Andy Staudt seconded by Randy Hanevold. Motion carried.

: Wendell has been asked by a member
of the Historical Society to help gather information from area Veterans for
an oral history project being undertaken by the Historical Society. The
request concerns “Cold War Era Veterans from 1955-1991.” The stories
will be compiled in a book on the Vietnam Era. Wendell is leaving forms
at the building for anyone interested in sharing their story/experiences
with him. Forms can be found on the small table in the break room.

L. Good of the Order: Nothing to report.

M. Closing Ceremonies performed.

N. Motion to Adjourn: Motion made by Mike Gutz; seconded by Andy Staudt.
Motion carried.

»  The meeting was adjourned at 2000 hours.
»  The next official meeting will be held on 18 April 2022 at 1830 at the

Chapter Headquarters.
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VETERANS ON THE HILL DAY

We are limited to 50 seats on the charter bus, so we are looking for participants that are seriously committed to going and reservations on
the bus will be on a “first come, first served basis”. The bus will be stopping at the following locations to pick up participants, so plan to be
at your pick-up point 20 — 30 minutes prior to the arrival times as these times may vary depending on road conditions and traffic:

* Bemidji Walmart parking lot, promptly departing at 6:00 AM.
* Former Akeley VFW parking lot, arriving approx. 6:40 AM and departing 10 minutes later.
* Bricks Travel Center parking lot, Motley, MN, arriving approx. 7:50 AM, Departing 15 minutes after arrival.
Please Email me your information before the 15th of April so that | can add your names to my list. Your information must contain the following:
* Name(s) of everyone planning to join us.
* Email address of participant(s) for ease of passing on additional info.
* Cell phone # of each participating individual, we don’t want anyone getting left behind.
* Which pick up point you want to meet the bus at, Bemidji, Akeley, or Motley.
If you have any questions or concerns, feel free to call / text me at (218) 251-3025 or Email at torgor@lightspeed.net.
Thank you for supporting our Veterans!

Sincerely,
\Thomas W. Annonson, Trip coordinator )

MILITARY HOLIDAYS AND OBSERVANCE DAYS FOR APRIL:

* April 5 - Gold Star Spouses Day — A Day dedicated to those whose spouses « April 14 - Air Force Reserve Birthday
gave their lives while serving in the U.S. military or because of service-
connected injuries or illness.

* April 23 — Army Reserve Birthday

ﬂn itrvestment in

American heritage.

Cease Funeral
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Lifequest Chiropractic ‘
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(218) 751-8084 * 2919 Bemidji Avenue North ® Bemidji, Minnesota
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DAV NORTHWEST TRANSPORTATION DATES

JANUARY

FEBRUARY

MARCH

Free Rides To All Veterans and Caregiver (i needed)!

Northwest Transportation MN DAV
Bemidji-Fargo Trips ° Pick-up Points:
Bemidji National Guard Armory « Solway in front of bar « Shevlin in front of bar « Bagley Tesoro Station west end of town
Fosston at LaPiere’s on the east end of town « Mahnomen Cenex park south of propane tank « Ada Country Store

TO SCHEDULE RIDES FOR HIGHLIGHTED YELLOW AREAS:
Call 1-855-277-9787 and follow voice prompts to leave a message.

If you have problems leaving a message call Saddoris at 218-209-1863 (cell).

Volunteer Drivers Needed!
Call Saddoris for info.

€

Country
Kitchen

RESTA

218-444-8963

www.countrykitchenrestaurants.com

@(/&d%ﬂfgmc libe ta 4% boc

1080 Paul Bunyan Dr. NW
- Bemidiji -

(218) 751-1433

Darnell o Auto Glass

TRAVIS MALTERUD
Owner

Bemidiji: 218-759-8810
Bagley: 218-694-3789
Mcintosh: 218-563-2477
Toll Free: 1-888-472-0230

2035 Adams Ave. NW
Bemidji, MN 56601
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King of the Road Trailers LLC
Tom: 218-686-8222 Trailers: Jeff: 218-760-4246
UTILITY . ENCLOSED . FLATBED & TILT . DUMP . GOOSENECK
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=5,
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BigTex MiSSION FZUULER oS ~&8. Quuinss
KING #:ROAD

TRAILERS BEMIDJI, MN
FOR SALE OR RENT

www.kingoftheroadtrailers.com | Located West of LePIER's
363 Bentley Dr SW | Bemidji, MN 56601

218-888-6181




CHAPLAIN’'S CORNER

As we continue to consider our biblical citizenship, one main point seems to be a very significant factor - interpretation. Oftentimes interpretation
has more to do with our worldview than facts, let’s consider a half of glass of water. At this point you may be thinking “Are you kidding me?”
I understand this may be an over simplified example, yet the point being made speaks volumes in a variety of different field and situations. Do
you remember the question that always seems to come with this half of glass of water? The question has always been, is the glass half full or half
empty. Some of us would say half full, other may say half empty, while still others may claim both - half empty and half full. Notice in each case
we are simply observing a single factual reality - a half glass of water, yet at the same time notice the three different answers that single question
generates. Often, we look at the world, and a half glass of water, through a variety of many different views or colored glasses that influences our
interpretation. In this situation we can always go back to the half glass of water, a known factual reality for a discussion of the different views.
This simple exercise becomes so much more complicated when attempting to understand an author’s intent of a document.

This is where two schools of thought come into play. When understanding the meaning of the document, do we want to interpret the writings
through the author’s view and understanding or the reader’s view and understanding? Let’s take any particular document we find through study,
research and development. We understand the author’s intent and the reader’s intent, yet both of their intents are diametrically opposed to each
other, there is no resolution. Now what do we do? Do we give more weight to the author’s intent, after all that person did write the document?
The other option is to give more weight to the reader, after all the author did write it for a future audience! This is the dilemma.

You may be asking yourself, what document are we talking about? The answer you may have already thought about is the Bible and the
Constitution. As a matter of fact, since both of these were written with the author’s intent for a future generation, we will be examining the depths
of this dilemma more fully in next month’s article.

Hope everyone is enjoying the warmth of spring and doing well. HQPPY

If you are in need, or would simply like to talk, give us a call. l ‘ .
Blessings, &&’ﬁ}u M YY

Mike and Julie Gutz
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MATERIALS WOOdS REAL ESTATE

AN MDU RESOURCES COMPANY Residential * Commercial
Realty

m READY-MIX CONCRETE = AGGREGATES
m ASPHALT PAVING BEMIDJI, MN 751-2538
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Asphalt 751-5413 | Toll Free (866) 383-6215 pemai ol www.lakenwoods.com

Law Offices of
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PEDERSON & HUSEBY, LTD. - | haly
514 America Ave., P.O. Box 880
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L J/ Propane Office: 785 Louise Lane NW (218) 444-6637
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;,“ ‘: . % \ Lo \ 7’\£ Gasoline * Diesel * Propane * Deli * Snacks * Cold Drinks * Hot Coffee

Oil Inc.




COLD WAR

Minnesota Historical Society (MHS) is gathering information for Cold War Era Veteran Stories. If you served in the military between 1955-
1991 Douglas Bekke, a military historian with MHS would like to visit with you. Doug asked me to gather information from veterans in our
area. “Cold War Era veterans from 1955-1991.” He is looking for a diversity of military branches, units, eras. I will compile the list and submit
to him. Over the next few months, he will visit with each person and decide who he will interview. If you are interested in participating, please
fill out this information.

Name:

Address:

Phone Number:

Email Address:

Branch of Military:

Years Served:

Units/Duty Stations:
MOS:

Wendell Affield

PO Box 652 .
Bemidji MN 56619-0652 MUST BE RETURNED BY April 30, 2022. Please return the

completed form via email or regular mail. My contact information:

Email: afffarm@paulbunyan.net
Cell phone: 218-368-4221

4
EVERYTHING CAN BE FASTER
~INTERNET SPEEDS UP TO 1 GIG

Olson-
SCHWARTZ

FUNERAL HOME & CREMATION SERVICE

3330 Irvine Avenue NW ¢ Bemidji, MN 56601
Tel: 218-751-3159

ONLY IN THE f&in

Paul Bunyan GIGAZONE 1831 ANNE ST. NW - BEMIDII
COMMUNICATIONS 218.444.1234 or 888.586.3100

osth@paulbunyan.net

_Laser Engraved: Gifts, Grranite, Wood,
i Pcrylics, Glass, Leather, Metal

"/ Tim Goose, Owner

_ / 4 Shops Located at:
0 i,
& 56461 Bewidji, MN 56601
Awards pvic24@gwmail.com (2 1 8) 751-9453
Cell: 218 556 1991 www.portablejohn.net - pjohns@pauvibunyan.net
Phone: 218 791 9624 Portable Restroom Rental - Restroom Trailers

www.customengravingminnesota.com SaptiE RentaiN Nointanance

Raphael’s
Bakery & Cafe

Breakfast ® Lunch ® Soup & Sandwich .‘
218-444-BUNS s www.gr8buns.com | Q

(218) 444-3459
602 S. Railroad St SE « Bemidji, MN 56601

Come in fior cofffiee & a noll! Military

Discounts
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If you would like to receive the newsletter by email, please send your
email address to the organization at mndavchapter7 @gmail.com
or call or text Tom Annonson @ 218-251-3025

¢ FREE ESTIMATES Cdniplé\te Collision ¢ Glass

Contact Sara

Sara fn a quote today
La b raaten www.sarasagency.:({rﬁal

oo StateFarm-
218-444-2400

(218) 586-3343
Josh Bradseth

8042 Flying Eagle Dr. scenic@paulbunyan.net
Bemidji, MN 56601 Fax (218) 586-3372

Thunderbird Graphics

Penny Olson

www.tbirdgraphics.com thirdpenny@gmail.com

— 700 Bemidji Ave | Bemidji, MN —

Eric Nelson

General Manager

ASE CERTIFIED MECHANICS
COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE

COMMERICAL TIRE SERVICE
i 675 Mag Seven Ct
PLOWS & TRUCK ACCESSORIES / T ‘\ s IngI i
218.444 9444 skipstireservicemn.com //ﬂ\\ 218-751-6821
2618 Paul Bunyan Drive NW | Bemidji, MN 56601 Quality Seneenphinting for over 20 Yeans




