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Chaplain’s Corner: 
 

     Summer is here in beautiful Northern Minnesota with it's long daylight hours, the beauty of green growing things, and the sound of bird songs 
from early morning to late evening.  Been thinking of other long days- days of grieving over loss of a loved one, or loss of health.  Perhaps you 
know long days of pain- either physical, or emotional, or mental- along with sleepless nights that leave you feeling tired and weary to face another 
long day.  Just read from a devotional called  "Our Daily Bread" for June 22 about a man who knew long painful days. Here is a quote from part of 
David McCasland's writing: 
 
     The Old Testament character, Job, repeatedly considered God's creation in his struggle to make sense of the numbing loss of his health, his 
wealth, and his children.  
     --Creation itself did not answer Job's questions, but the heavens and the earth pointed him to God the Creator, who alone could respond with 
help and hope.    
     --The Lord who upholds the universe by the "word of His power" (Hebrews 1:3; Colossians  
1:17) is in control of our everyday lives.  Experiences that seem "empty places" are all undergirded by our heavenly Father's power and love." 
 
     If you are experiencing long days of "empty places", seek the God of creation who knows all about you. If you need to talk with someone, please  
feel free to call. 
 
God bless and keep you, 
Bruce Holden, DAV Chaplain (218) 407-0925 Mavis Holden, DAVA Co-Chaplain (218) 407-0927 

Service Officer’s Corner: 
 
(Q) Does my enrollment in the VA Health Care System affect my eligibility for emergency care?  (A)YES. Your local VA medical center’s benefits 
counselor can explain how enrollment (or other special status categories)   affect your eligibility. (Q) If I have other insurance (Tricare, Medicare, 
Medicaid, Blue Cross, etc.). Will it affect whether claims for emergency services will be paid at VA expense?  (A) YES. It may your local VA med-
ical center’s benefits counselor can explain how other insurance can affect whether the VA can pay for your non-VA medical claims. 
Non-VA Facilities pamphlet www4.va.gov/hac/forbeneficiaries/fmp/fmp.asp for more information call the Fargo VA Patient Advocate, Tim Cam-
eron (701) 232-2341 ext3837. 
 
Fargo VA 1-701-232-3241 or 1701-239-3700 1-800 410-9723   Main Category # 1 to refill prescriptions, check the status of your refills, or check 
your upcoming appointments  1-855-560-1718( Appointment inquiry Option #1) (prescription refill & status  Option # 2 >Refill  2> Status) have 
your SS# and prescriptions  Refill # available when calling  Main Category # 2 planning /canceling clinic visits or messages for your provider. 
Please pick your clinics number from list below to make/cancel your visit. If you need help finding your clinic number or you’re calling after your 
clinic closes, press 0 for the operator. (Ambulatory Surgery   9-3921)  (Audiology 9-3748) (Blue Team 9-2584) (Cardiology 9-3529) 
(Dental 9-3371) (Dental Eligibility 9-3453) (eye 9-3993) ( General Surgery, Ortho, Podiatry, ent, Rheumatology, urology 9-3833) ( GI Procedures 9
-3510) ( Gold Team 9-3905) (nephrology, infectious disease, Hepatitis C  9-2420) ( Home based Primary care 9-4316) (mental health 9-3150)   
(neurology , endo/glucose  9-2420) ( pulmonary 9-3524) (radiology 9-3204) Red team & Desk 4 9-2981) 
Will continue on this next month. 
 
Service Officer Robert Saddoris  (218) 243-2663 

NEXT MEETING: National Guard Armory Bemdiji, MN 
Monday, July 15th at 7pm at the  

Commander’s Corner: 
 

Another month gone by and we move forward in to July. The next two months will really hit us hard on clothing to pick up and ship. We are short 
of Volunteers to work with clothing, if there is any way you could give your chapter 4-5 hours a week it would go a long way in getting our trailers 
filled and to Savers. We then would have more funds for your fellow veterans needs. We have had many new members over the last two months 
thanks to your fellow Chapter members. Forget- Me – Not season is here will start in July. Once again I am honored to be your Commander. 

Commander George Edwards   (218) 556-4633 

Chapter Officers 
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CH. #7 UPCOMING HOLIDAYS & EVENTSCH. #7 UPCOMING HOLIDAYS & EVENTS

Aug 1st – Chapter Executive Committee meeting @ 1630 Hours

Aug 10th-14th – Beltrami County Fair

Aug 15th – Chapter General Membership meeting @ 1830 Hours

Aug 20th – Chapter Picnic, Noon – 3 PM.

Sept 5th – Labor Day

Sept 11th – Patriot Day

Sept 17th – Constitution / Citizenship Day

Sept 25th – Gold Star Mother’s Day

Sept 25th-27th – Rosh Hashanah

Oct 3rd – Chapter Executive Committee meeting @ 1630 Hours

Oct 4th-5th – Yom Kippur

Oct 10th–16th – Sukkot

Oct 10th – Columbus Day / Indigenous Peoples Day

Oct 17th – Chapter General Membership meeting @ 1830 Hours

Oct 31st – Halloween

Oct 31st – Reformation Day
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DAV PICNICDAV PICNIC
The DAV picnic will be held at the Headquarters building on Saturday August 20th from 
12 noon until 3 PM. The picnic is open to DAV Members and their families along with our 
DAV volunteers and their families.

The menu is fried chicken, ham, potato salad, veggie salad, cole slaw, beans, buns, 
dessert, and beverages will be served

A sign-up sheet is available at the DAV headquarters building or call Sandy Sterr at 
(218) 751-6178 to be added to the list. The deadline for sign-up is August 9th.

www.bemidjichrysler.com www.hondaofbemidji.com

www.beltramielectric.com

Your Touchstone Energy® Partner

218-444-2540          800-955-6083
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COMMANDER’S CORNER

Hello Fellow Veterans,  

Great news, the DAV Chapter 7 annual summer picnic is going to be held on August 20 from 12 till 3 pm. Please sign up to join 
us for a great meal and another chance to visit with fellow veterans and their families. All DAV members, DAV volunteers and 
families are invited to attend, please join us for a great time. The menu includes chicken, ham, potato salad, baked beans, salad, 
and desert.

The clothing program is going strong, we are shipping a semi-trailer every 3 to 4 weeks, which in turn shows the great support that 
we get from the DAV Chapter area communities including Middle River to Little Fork to Cass Lake to Bagley and beyond in all 
directions. It is that support that allows us to help our fellow veterans. So, a Hugh THANK YOU goes out to all of the people that 
support DAV Chapter 7 thru their donations of clothing, medical equipment, or providing a service for no charge. 

Currently we have the largest inventory of medical equipment that we have ever had. If there is any veteran or veteran family 
member that is in need of any medical equipment, please contact me to see if we can fulfill your requirements at no charge or 
obligation, every item is absolutely free. Example, knee replacement surgery, need a walker, get it from DAV, no charge, before 
surgery rather than having to by one. 

DAV’s fiscal year ended on June 30, 2022, during the past year Chapter 7 distributed an overall amount of $80,554.15 and of that 
$34,954.85 went to individual Veterans. If you have any questions regarding these figures, please feel free to contact me.

Well, I hope to see you all at the picnic on August 20 and that everyone has a great summer, it sure is going by fast.

Have a great day,	  
Gene Schwantes   
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OPENING CEREMONY: 
* OPENING PRAYER    * PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

A.  ROLL CALL of OFFICERS to determine if a quorum  
is present.

Commander Gene Schwantes Present
Senior Vice Commander Jeff Meyer Present
Junior Vice Commander Tom Annonson Present
Adjutant Darrel Baltzell Present
Treasurer Jeri Harvey Present
Chaplain Mike Gutz Present
Judge Advocate Vacant Present
Sergeant-At-Arms Bruce Tiegen Present
Officer of the Day Glen Aagard Excused
Historian Vacant N/A

B.  MEMBERS PRESENT:  16 + 3 Guests

C   INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS OR VISITORS:  A 
welcome was extended to Mr. Bidal Duran who is 
running for Beltrami County Sheriff.  Mr. Duran 
has been a police officer for 10 years and prior to 
that served in the Marine Corp.  He outlined his 
educational history and shared his family information.  
The members were invited to ask questions, and 
he was thanked for taking the time to stop by and 
introduce himself to the membership.

D.  MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING:  The minutes 
of 20 June 2022 were read.  A motion to accept  the 
minutes was made by Andy Staudt; seconded by Tom 
Annonson.  Motion carried.

E.  TREASURER’S REPORT:  Jeri Harvey presented the 
June 2022 financial report which was prepared by 
Scotty Allison, outgoing treasurer.  A motion to accept 
the report was made by Andy Staudt; seconded by 
Mike Gutz.annevold  Motion carried.

F.  COMMUNICATIONS

	 1.	 Clothing Program:  The latest communication from 
Josh Vrtacnik, State DAV Deputy Adjutant/Dir. Of Ops 
informs us that Savers has 34 trailers in inventory this 
week (24 soft, 8 miscellaneous and 2 mixed).  Also, 
Stephen Whitehead sent a communication to the 
Chapters informing them that, beginning July 3rd, the 
amount being paid to Chapters for clothing and  other 
soft items will increase.  The Department Executive 
Committee agreed to increase the amount from $0.22 
cents per pound to $0.23 cents. 

G.  COMMITTEE REPORTS

1.  Membership:  There are six new candidates for 
membership.  We are waiting on paperwork before the 
candidates can be accepted for membership.

2.	 Service Officer:  Nothing to report.
3.	 Hospital/Sickness & Distress:  Chaplain Mike 
reported that he had one home hospice visit to a 
Veteran who has since died.

4.  Legislative:  Nothing to report.

5.  Medical Equipment:  Commander Gene reported 12 
issues and 16 donations.

6. Fund Raising/Other Event Information:

(a) The Beltrami County Fair is scheduled for August 
10-14.

(b) The Blackduck Woodcarvers Event is being held 
in July. Tom will be fund raising at both.

(c)  Tom received $132 in donations at the travelling 
Vietnam Wall display event in Gonvick  recently.

7.  Scholarship Committee:  Nothing to report.

H.  EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE REPORT & ACTION ITEM(S):

      1.  Judge Advocate Vacancy: Ward Sutton is interested 
in this position. He will be given a copy of the bylaws to 
read and will then make his final decision.

      2.  Veterans Memorial Chapel Donation: A $500 donation 
will be given to the Veterans Memorial Chapel project in 
Fargo.

      3.  Fall Conference: The Fall Conference  is being held 
September 15-17 in St. Cloud. This year, the focus is on 
leadership training and information. As always, anyone 
interested should let Gene or  Darrel know.

I.  OLD BUSINESS 

     1.  Picnic Report:  Sandy S. gave a quick report letting 
everyone know that all is going well with the picnic 
plans.  	

J.  NEW BUSINESS 

	 1.  Audit Committee:  Three members offered to form 
the end of the year Audit Committee for this year:  Jim 
Pinsonneault, Tom Annonson and Andy Staudt.

	 2.  Fort Snelling Chapel Project: The beautiful stained 
glass windows at the Fort Snelling Chapel are in need 
of major repair. The call for donations has gone out to 
Veteran organizations. A motion to donate $500 toward 
the chapel project was made by Tom A.; seconded by 
Henry H. Motion carried.

K.  GOOD OF THE ORDER:  

	 1.  Volunteer Appreciation:  The volunteer crew will 
be treated to lunch at the Eagles Club tomorrow 
following the Tuesday morning clothing drive activities.  
Commander Schwantes pointed out that the volunteers 
perform a critical role for Chapter 7 and without them it 
would not be possible to function at the high level we do 
now.

L.  Closing Ceremonies performed.

M.  Motion to Adjourn:  Motion made by Mike Gutz; 
seconded by Andy Staut.  Motion carried.

	The meeting was adjourned at 1940 hours.
	The next official meeting will be held on 15 August 2022 

at 1830 hours at the Chapter Headquarters.

THE DISABLED AMERICAN VETERANS NORTH CENTRAL CHAPTER #7  
REGULARLY CONVENED ON 18 JULY 2022 AT 1830.
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SUPERSTORE!SUPERSTORE!

(218) 751-8084 • 2919 Bemidji Avenue North • Bemidji, Minnesota
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Eugene Teigland 
Owner

Cell (218) 766-0262 
Ph (218) 751-4477 x 112 

Fx (218) 444-4577

1826 Anne St. NW 
Bemidji, MN 56601

eugene@paulbunyan.net 
www.bemidjisportscentre.com

959 Industrial Park Dr SE, Bemidji, MN 56601959 Industrial Park Dr SE, Bemidji, MN 56601
((218218)) 751-5752 751-5752

www.bernicks.com

Additional Sponsors 
Cease Funeral
Grimes Realty

Lifequest Chiropractic
Nei Bottling

Zetah Construction
www.bemidjiwoolenmills.com www.meyerssignsource.com
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www.countrykitchenrestaurants.comwww.countrykitchenrestaurants.com

RESTAURANTRESTAURANT

218-444-8963218-444-8963

www.kingoftheroadtrailers.com

Darrell’s Auto Glass

2035 Adams Ave. NW
Bemidji, MN 56601

Bemidji: 218-759-8810
Bagley: 218-694-3789

McIntosh: 218-563-2477
Toll Free: 1-888-472-0230

TRAVIS MALTERUD
 Owner

(218) 751-1433 1080 Paul Bunyan Dr. NW
- Bemidji -

Wouldn’t you like to say... 
“It came from Ken K. Thompson Jewelry! ”

Wouldn’t you like to say... 
“It came from Ken K. Thompson Jewelry! ”
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DAV NORTHWEST TRANSPORTATION DATESFREE 

RIDES
FREE RIDES

Northwest Transportation MN DAV
Bemidji-Fargo Trips • Pick-up Points:

Bemidji National Guard Armory • Solway in front of bar • Shevlin in front of bar • Bagley Tesoro Station west end of town 
Fosston at LaPiere’s on the east end of town • Mahnomen Cenex park south of propane tank • Ada Country Store
TO SCHEDULE RIDES FOR HIGHLIGHTED YELLOW AREAS:

Call 1-855-277-9787 and follow voice prompts to leave a message.
If you have problems leaving a message call Saddoris at 218-209-1863 (cell).

Free Rides To All Veterans and Caregiver (if needed)!

Volunteer Drivers Needed! 
Call Saddoris for info.
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Greetings all you fun loving Auxiliary Members and Comrades. We just finished celebrating July 4, 1776, Independence Day!  The most 
important part of this celebration with parades, fireworks and family gatherings is FREEDOM.  As biblical citizens, believers and patriots 
we are so grateful for our freedom in God’s grace through Jesus Christ and our citizenship in this wonderful republic we call the United 
States of America with emphasis on the word UNITED.  This gratefulness as veterans can only be expressed in our past honorable service 
to our beloved country and our current lives as a living sacrifice to GOD: 

	 Therefore, I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which 
is your spiritual service of 	 worship.  and do not be conformed to the world but be transformed by the renewing of your mind so 
that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect. For through the grace given to me say to 
everyone among you, not to think more highly of himself than he ought to think; 	 but to think so as to have sound judgment as God 
has allotted to each a measure 	 of faith. For just as we have many members in one body and all the members do not have the same 
function, so we who are many are one body in Christ and individually members one of another. (Romans 12:1-5, New American Standard 
Bible). 

There is unfortunately a tremendous amount of division the last set of years, but our biblical citizenship should extend beyond the many 
topics that divide this unity such as; political affiliation, environmental and energy views, Calvinism, Armenianism, or who wrote The 
Book of Hebrews?  This does not mean we abandon our convictions, but we can place more of a positive emphasis on maintaining 
RELATIONSHIPS.  Two examples are to be grateful to God for all He has done to reconcile us back to Him and be grateful as citizens of 
this wonderful republic and beautiful country.

Blessings,

Mike and Julie Gutz

CHAPLAIN’S CORNER

2000 Paul Bunyan Dr NW,  
Bemidji, MN 56601

(218) 444-1400

 
Law Offices of 

      FULLER, WALLNER, CAYKO,         
PEDERSON & HUSEBY, LTD. 
514 America Ave., P.O. Box 880 

    Bemidji, MN 56619-0880 
  
 

Office Phone:  Fax Number:  
218-751-2221  218-751-2285 
800-552-6881  www.lawofficemn.com 
 
 
 
 

■ READY-MIX CONCRETE  ■ AGGREGATES
■ ASPHALT PAVING

Sales 751-6241  |  Dispatch 751-6215 
Asphalt 751-5413  |  Toll Free (866) 383-6215

 

    

 751-2538 
1106 Paul Bunyan Drive South 

Bemidji, MN 56601   
(218) 751-2538 

Land   *  Lakeshore  
     

WE KNOW  
REAL ESTATE 

 

Residential  *  Commercial 

www.lakenwoods.com

MILITARY HOLIDAYS AND OBSERVANCE DAYS FOR AUGUST:
• Aug. 4 – Coast Guard Birthday

www.davchapter7.org  

Monthly Newsletter Volume 1  
Issue NO. 22 June 2013  
 
North Central  MN Chapter #7 
PO Box 564  
Bemidji, MN 56619  

 

Support the advertisers in 
this newsletter, it is their 
support that makes this 

newsletter possible! 

Chaplain’s Corner: 
 

     Summer is here in beautiful Northern Minnesota with it's long daylight hours, the beauty of green growing things, and the sound of bird songs 
from early morning to late evening.  Been thinking of other long days- days of grieving over loss of a loved one, or loss of health.  Perhaps you 
know long days of pain- either physical, or emotional, or mental- along with sleepless nights that leave you feeling tired and weary to face another 
long day.  Just read from a devotional called  "Our Daily Bread" for June 22 about a man who knew long painful days. Here is a quote from part of 
David McCasland's writing: 
 
     The Old Testament character, Job, repeatedly considered God's creation in his struggle to make sense of the numbing loss of his health, his 
wealth, and his children.  
     --Creation itself did not answer Job's questions, but the heavens and the earth pointed him to God the Creator, who alone could respond with 
help and hope.    
     --The Lord who upholds the universe by the "word of His power" (Hebrews 1:3; Colossians  
1:17) is in control of our everyday lives.  Experiences that seem "empty places" are all undergirded by our heavenly Father's power and love." 
 
     If you are experiencing long days of "empty places", seek the God of creation who knows all about you. If you need to talk with someone, please  
feel free to call. 
 
God bless and keep you, 
Bruce Holden, DAV Chaplain (218) 407-0925 Mavis Holden, DAVA Co-Chaplain (218) 407-0927 

Service Officer’s Corner: 
 
(Q) Does my enrollment in the VA Health Care System affect my eligibility for emergency care?  (A)YES. Your local VA medical center’s benefits 
counselor can explain how enrollment (or other special status categories)   affect your eligibility. (Q) If I have other insurance (Tricare, Medicare, 
Medicaid, Blue Cross, etc.). Will it affect whether claims for emergency services will be paid at VA expense?  (A) YES. It may your local VA med-
ical center’s benefits counselor can explain how other insurance can affect whether the VA can pay for your non-VA medical claims. 
Non-VA Facilities pamphlet www4.va.gov/hac/forbeneficiaries/fmp/fmp.asp for more information call the Fargo VA Patient Advocate, Tim Cam-
eron (701) 232-2341 ext3837. 
 
Fargo VA 1-701-232-3241 or 1701-239-3700 1-800 410-9723   Main Category # 1 to refill prescriptions, check the status of your refills, or check 
your upcoming appointments  1-855-560-1718( Appointment inquiry Option #1) (prescription refill & status  Option # 2 >Refill  2> Status) have 
your SS# and prescriptions  Refill # available when calling  Main Category # 2 planning /canceling clinic visits or messages for your provider. 
Please pick your clinics number from list below to make/cancel your visit. If you need help finding your clinic number or you’re calling after your 
clinic closes, press 0 for the operator. (Ambulatory Surgery   9-3921)  (Audiology 9-3748) (Blue Team 9-2584) (Cardiology 9-3529) 
(Dental 9-3371) (Dental Eligibility 9-3453) (eye 9-3993) ( General Surgery, Ortho, Podiatry, ent, Rheumatology, urology 9-3833) ( GI Procedures 9
-3510) ( Gold Team 9-3905) (nephrology, infectious disease, Hepatitis C  9-2420) ( Home based Primary care 9-4316) (mental health 9-3150)   
(neurology , endo/glucose  9-2420) ( pulmonary 9-3524) (radiology 9-3204) Red team & Desk 4 9-2981) 
Will continue on this next month. 
 
Service Officer Robert Saddoris  (218) 243-2663 

NEXT MEETING: National Guard Armory Bemdiji, MN 
Monday, July 15th at 7pm at the  

Commander’s Corner: 
 

Another month gone by and we move forward in to July. The next two months will really hit us hard on clothing to pick up and ship. We are short 
of Volunteers to work with clothing, if there is any way you could give your chapter 4-5 hours a week it would go a long way in getting our trailers 
filled and to Savers. We then would have more funds for your fellow veterans needs. We have had many new members over the last two months 
thanks to your fellow Chapter members. Forget- Me – Not season is here will start in July. Once again I am honored to be your Commander. 

Commander George Edwards   (218) 556-4633 

Chapter Officers 
 

Commander: George Edwards  (218) 556-4633 Senior Vice Commander: Dave Sterr  (218) 751-6178 
Adjutant/Service Officer: CDR Robert Saddoris  H: (218) 243-2663/C (218) 209-1863/saddoris@paulbunyan.net 

1st Junior Vice Commander:   Mike Zimmerman (218) 252-2061     2nd Junior Vice Commander (North): Jay Ruediger (218) 395-0318  
Treasurer: Jeri Harvey     Chaplain: Bruce Holden (218) 467-3591     Assistant Chaplain Northern Region: Walter James 612-618-3377 
Judge Advocate: Vacant     Sergeant-at-Arms: Bruce Tiegen  (218) 333-8501     Clothing Chairman: Mike Zimmerman  (218) 252-2061 

Officer of the Day/Equipment Chairman: Glenn Aagard  (218) 556-7999     Historian: Billy Wood  (218) 368-2967 

UPCOMING DAV MN OUTDOOR EVENTS
The Minnesota DAV Department’s Outdoor program has scheduled their  
upcoming events and posted them on their website. Check them out at:

https://davmn.org/events-activities/events-for-veterans/

• Aug. 7 – Purple Heart Day – A time for Americans 
to pause to remember and honor the brave men 
and women who were either wounded on the 
battlefield or paid the ultimate sacrifice.

• Aug. 29 – Marine Forces 
Reserve Birthday
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The Finest in Cakes, Pastries & Breads

218-444-BUNS  www.gr8buns.com

Come in for coffee & a roll!

Breakfast • Lunch • Soup & Sandwich

Raphael’s
Bakery & Cafe

Military
Discounts

PAULBUNYAN.NET

24330 480th St.
Laporte, MN 

56461

Shops Located at:

pvtc24@gmail.com
Cell: 218 556 1991

Phone: 218 751 9624

Thunderbird Graphics
675 Mag Seven Ct SW 

Bemidji, MN 56601

www.customengravingminnesota.com

(218) 444-3459  
602 S. Railroad St SE • Bemidji, MN 56601
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







2 convenient locations in Bemidji:
North location: 8001 Irvine Ave • South location: 2202 Division St

Gasoline * Diesel * Propane * Deli * Snacks * Cold Drinks * Hot Coffee

Where EVERYONE is a VIP!
Sign up for  

Northdale Rewards! 

It’s FREE! It’s EASY!

Propane Office: 785 Louise Lane NW   (218) 444-6637

3330 Irvine Avenue NW • Bemidji, MN 56601
Tel: 218-751-3159

osfh@paulbunyan.net

2401 Hannah Ave NW • Bemidji MN 56601

218-751-0850 
bemidjifloral.net

MPCA
License #4139

48972 
Thunderbolt Drive 
Bemidji, MN

AUXILIARY COMMANDER’S CORNER
Happy summer and 4th of July to you all.  I hope you are staying cool but are able to enjoy your activities outside.  Just a reminder will 
not be having a meeting in July but will resume in August. The DAV picnic is being held at the DAV Headquarters on August 20th, with 
Sandy Sterr and her committee organizing.  She will reach out to us or a committee member if help is needed prior to the event, but if 
you can assist with clean up after that is always appreciated. Hope to see you there and at our next meeting in August. 

Sara Gast  
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If you would like to receive the newsletter by email, please send your  If you would like to receive the newsletter by email, please send your  
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www.tbirdgraphics.com    tbirdpenny@gmail.com

700 Bemidji Ave   |   Bemidji, MN   

Contact Sara  
for a quote today!

www.sarasagency.com
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