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COMMANDER’S CORNER

Happy New Year Everyone,

Well, we got through 2022, now we get to tackle 2023 and with a military type of attitude, we will be able to do a great job helping
veterans and meet the DAV’s objectives of serving those who served in 2023. Remember DAV Chapter 7 is here for all veterans and
their families. I hope everybody had a great 2022 and will have an even better 2023.

As we start 2023, we have our chapter officer elections coming up with nominations in January and February and the election also in
February. Be sure to attend the monthly meetings to be able to have your voice heard. Get ahold of the nominating committee to make
your nominations or put your name in to be an officer and then attend the February meeting to vote for who you want to lead our great
organization.

We had a wonderful DAV Christmas Party with great food and comradery and some great door prizes, and I think everybody was able
to make it home by bedtime. Remember to put the summer picnic on your calendar to get in on the good times, it’s just around the
corner.

The Chapter had a great year all around and I will have to verify it, but I believe that 2023 will be the 100-year anniversary of our
Charter, what an accomplishment. What that means, is that there were many veterans before us that keep this chapter alive and well to
get us to where we are now and to be still able to help our fellow veterans during times of need.

Remember, our Chapter is y(our) chapter, and the chapter is just as good as the members in it, so join in and make the Chapter the best
it can be.

Best wishes to all and stay healthy,
Gene Schwantes

MILITARY HOLIDAYS AND OBSERVANCE DAYS THROUGHOUT THE YEAR:
e Jan. 27 — Signing of the Vietnam Peace Accord in 1973 e Jan. 28 — U.S. - Vietnam Cease Fire in 1973
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THE DISABLED AMERICAN VETERANS NORTH CENTRAL CHAPTER #7
REGULARLY CONVENED ON 19 DECEMBER 2022 AT 1730.

The meeting was called to order by Commander Schwantes

at 1730 hours at the Eagles Club. The meeting was held

in conjunction with the DAV Christmas Party. Commander
Schwantes welcomed all that could attend and announced that
an item of business needed to be addressed before the party
could commence.

NEW BUSINESS: Chapter 7 would like to make a donation to
the Minnesota Assistance Council for Veterans (MACV) in the
amount of $2000 and bring that matter forward this evening for
consideration by the membership. A motion to donate $2000
to MACV was made by Billy Woods; seconded by Randy
Hannevold. Motion carried.

These below items were not brought forward this evening due
to the party but are added to these minutes as informational.

COMMUNICATIONS:

1.Thank You Letter: Athank you letter was received
from the Fargo VA Health Care System for the donation
of $600 Chapter 7 made towards their Holiday Meals
Program.

2.Thank You Letter: Athank you letter was received from
the Bemidji Senior Center for the donation of $2000
Chapter 7 made towards the center.

3.Donations: Two donations were received. Roger
Swenson sent a donation of $500 and Dale and Susan
Thompson sent a donation of $200.

OTHER BUSINESS:

1.New Member Applications: Two applications were
sent to National Headquarters along with a check in

the amount of $600 ($300 for each applicant). Those
individuals are Earl Lamaack and Nicole Donley.

Commander Schwantes ended the official part of the evening
with a wish for everyone to have a Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year.

VETERANS DAY ON THE HILL 2023

Greetings all,

December 20, 2022

I am pleased to announce Veterans Day on the Hill 2023 (VDOTH 23) will take place March 30th. Like in years past the DAV will be hosting
a free lunch for attendees. This will be an opportunity to send a clear message once again to our lawmakers that we expect to see results for our

Veterans, their families and survivors.

Right out let me answer a question I am asked frequently: “Does Veterans Day on the Hill matter?”

YES. Showing up, making some noise, letting your lawmakers know you are paying attention, and holding them accountable does matter. We
don’t get a Veterans Omnibus last year without a noisy, passionate, and educated group showing up for VDOTH. We just don’t. Imagine what

we could do if more of you showed up..

This year we will focus on several areas:

Veterans Omnibus- The only proper way to consider Veterans legislation is on its own merits, we should never again be lumped in with partisan

issues.

Property Tax Value Exclusion- We need to eliminate the 2 years after death limit on when a surviving spouse can apply, it is leaving out surviv-
ing spouses of Vietnam, Gulf War, and Post 9/11 Veterans through not fault of their own.

Property Tax Value Exclusion- We need to increase the amount of value excluded for our disabled Veterans. Home values and property taxes
have skyrocketed in Minnesota. Leaving Veterans, many on fixed incomes, facing rising property tax bills and seeing this valuable benefit erod-

ed. It also must be fixed to inflation.

Replace Hastings Veterans Home- Buildings on that campus are crumbing. The facilities are outdated and canst properly serve all Veterans.
There is federal money 2 for 1 if we bond the replacement. Our Minnesota Veterans deserve better.

There is more, and you will hear more from me in the lead up and as session kicks off in January.

“Decisions are made by those who show up.” Sorkin

Trent C Dilks * Disabled American Veterans, Dept. of Minnesota

20 West 12th St., 3rd Flr, St. Paul, MN 55155 « O: (651) 291.1212 C: (651) 788.3186



AUXILIARY COMMANDER’S CORNER

Hello All,

I hope you had a wonderful Holidays and are ready for the New year ahead of us!

As per our schedule for our meetings, we will not be meeting again until March, so take care and have a safe winter season.
Looking forward to seeing you all then.

Sara Gast
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DAV NORTHWEST TRANSPORTATION DATES

JANUARY

FEBRUARY

MARCH

Free Rides To All Veterans and Caregiver (i needed)!

Northwest Transportation MN DAV
Bemidji-Fargo Trips ° Pick-up Points:
Bemidji National Guard Armory « Solway in front of bar « Shevlin in front of bar « Bagley Tesoro Station west end of town
Fosston at LaPiere’s on the east end of town « Mahnomen Cenex park south of propane tank « Ada Country Store

TO SCHEDULE RIDES FOR HIGHLIGHTED YELLOW AREAS:
Call 1-855-277-9787 and follow voice prompts to leave a message.

If you have problems leaving a message call Saddoris at 218-209-1863 (cell).

Volunteer Drivers Needed!
Call Saddoris for info.
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Mcintosh: 218-563-2477
Toll Free: 1-888-472-0230

2035 Adams Ave. NW
Bemidji, MN 56601
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FOR SALE OR RENT 218-888-6181

www.kingoftheroadtrailers.com | Located West of LePIER's
363 Bentley Dr SW | Bemidji, MN 56601




CHAPLAIN’'S CORNER

We hope all of you had the opportunity to enjoy family and friends, while resting over the Christmas and New Year time frame. We will be
continuing our discussion from last month about the two sides of giving. On the one side we want it to be meaningful, dedicated to God, a
blessing to help others in need. All of this is done while building relationships so others can trust Jesus Christ’s sacrifice, as Son of God, on
the cross to save us from our very own personal sins. On the other side of giving are those who interfere with a person’s trust in Christ or takes
advantage of others using an oppressive financial system for nothing but their own (personal or ministry) interests.

A case in point was during Jesus’ time when the Jews brought their animal sacrifices to the temple to celebrate the Passover (Exodus 12,
Deuteronomy 16:1-16). A person needed an approved animal for worship. This instruction was given by God and communicated to the Jews
through Moses. This sacrifice was very important because it was the cost of Israel’s sin - the death of an innocent animal. The very first
sacrifice for sin was done by God to clothe Adam and Eve (Genesis 3:21). Down through the ages, since Adam and Eve, God uses the blood
of animals to temporarily cover a person’s sin. This sacrificial system designed by God for the benefit of His people, ends up into a developing
industry for the buying and selling of animals with currency exchanges being done in the temple. As a result, Jesus threw out the money
changer’s animals, while overturning their tables as a means of cleaning out the “marketplace / den of thieves” and restoring the temple to its’
original use for prayer (Luke 19:45-47, John 2:13-22; cross reference to Psalm 69:9, New Living Translation). The Bible has much to say
about these two sides of giving and unfortunately even for today, these lines are often crossed or blurred, just as the money changers had dome
when they moved into the temple.

Although this event actually took place under the old covenant, prior to Jesus establishing the new covenant, the basic bridging principle
continues today. Jesus’ statement, “Get these things out of here, stop turning my Father’s house into a marketplace” (John 2:16, New Living
Translation) is as true today as it was back then. This is true with some ministries, who start out on the right track, but over time their financial
structure and focus shifts from prayer and trusting Christ for the removal of their sins (Hebrews 10) to making more money. Yes, there has
been ministries who have done so, and talk more about money and their personal experiences then focusing on the scriptures. God saving

your spirit now and after death through Jesus’ sacrifice of death on the cross for sin (John 3:16-17) is more important than money. As a result,
with Jesus’ sacrifice, animal sacrifices were no longer needed. So, when you give money to a ministry, please do so out of the freedom God
provides (II Corinthians 9:7). Any ministry who pushes/emphasizes making money, or claims of healing that are obviously false, or displaying
signs and wonders is a scam (Matthew 7:21-23 & Matthew 24:24).

As biblical citizens, not only paying taxes and giving to ministries can be legitimate and good, (Romans 13:6-7), but there is a dark side
to avoid as well. So please let’s all give to the government what we owe. Give to God freely from your heart through ministries or helping
someone who is in need. Thank goodness for all veterans we have the Veteran Service Organizations to help veterans while increasing the
quality here on earth. If there is a need or would like to talk, please give us a call. Our Senior Vice Commander, Jeff Meyers is currently
licensed as a clinical counselor for anyone who would like to talk and seek help. You may call anyone on the front page to contact him.

Mike and Julie Gutz

Land * Lakeshore
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REAL ESTATE
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Asphalt 751-5413 | Toll Free (866) 383-6215 b et www.lakenwoods.com




Law Offices of
FULLER, WALLNER, CAYKO,
PEDERSON & HUSEBY, LTD.
514 America Ave., P.O. Box 880
Bemidji, MN 56619-0880

Office Phone:
218-751-2221
800-552-6881

Fax Number:
218-751-2285
www.lawofficemn.com
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FOOD & DRUG

2000 Paul Bunyan Dr NW,
Bemidji, MN 56601

(218) 444-1400

Rewards! .
No:thggg |t's EASY! Where EVERYONE is a VIP!
2 convenient locations in Bemidji:
North location: 8001 Irvine Ave ¢ South location: 2202 Division St
Propane Office: 785 Louise Lane NW (218) 444-6637
Gasoline * Diesel * Propane * Deli * Snacks * Cold Drinks * Hot Coffee

Olson-
SCHWARTZ

FUNERAL HOME & CREMATION SERVICE

3330 Irvine Avenue NW ¢ Bemidji, MN 56601
Tel: 218-751-3159

osth@paulbunyan.net
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Tim Goose, Owner
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Laporte, MN 675 Mag Seven Ct SW
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The Finest in Cakes, Pastries & Breads
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Breakfast ® Lunch ® Soup & Sandwich .‘
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Come in for cofffiee & a noll! Military

Discounts
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EVERYTHING CAN BE FASTER
INTERNET SPEEDS UP TO 1 GIG

ONLY IN THE

Paul Bunyan GIGAZONE 1831 ANNE ST. NW - BEMIDII
COMMUNICATIONS 218.444.1234 or 888.586.3100
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MPCA
License #4139

RENTAL ano SERVICE

(218) 751-9453

www.portablejohn.net - pjohns@pauvibunyan.net

Portable Restroom Rental - Restroom Trailers
Septic System Maintenance

(218) 444-3459
602 S. Railroad St SE « Bemidji, MN 56601
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