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Chaplain’s Corner: 
 

     Summer is here in beautiful Northern Minnesota with it's long daylight hours, the beauty of green growing things, and the sound of bird songs 
from early morning to late evening.  Been thinking of other long days- days of grieving over loss of a loved one, or loss of health.  Perhaps you 
know long days of pain- either physical, or emotional, or mental- along with sleepless nights that leave you feeling tired and weary to face another 
long day.  Just read from a devotional called  "Our Daily Bread" for June 22 about a man who knew long painful days. Here is a quote from part of 
David McCasland's writing: 
 
     The Old Testament character, Job, repeatedly considered God's creation in his struggle to make sense of the numbing loss of his health, his 
wealth, and his children.  
     --Creation itself did not answer Job's questions, but the heavens and the earth pointed him to God the Creator, who alone could respond with 
help and hope.    
     --The Lord who upholds the universe by the "word of His power" (Hebrews 1:3; Colossians  
1:17) is in control of our everyday lives.  Experiences that seem "empty places" are all undergirded by our heavenly Father's power and love." 
 
     If you are experiencing long days of "empty places", seek the God of creation who knows all about you. If you need to talk with someone, please  
feel free to call. 
 
God bless and keep you, 
Bruce Holden, DAV Chaplain (218) 407-0925 Mavis Holden, DAVA Co-Chaplain (218) 407-0927 

Service Officer’s Corner: 
 
(Q) Does my enrollment in the VA Health Care System affect my eligibility for emergency care?  (A)YES. Your local VA medical center’s benefits 
counselor can explain how enrollment (or other special status categories)   affect your eligibility. (Q) If I have other insurance (Tricare, Medicare, 
Medicaid, Blue Cross, etc.). Will it affect whether claims for emergency services will be paid at VA expense?  (A) YES. It may your local VA med-
ical center’s benefits counselor can explain how other insurance can affect whether the VA can pay for your non-VA medical claims. 
Non-VA Facilities pamphlet www4.va.gov/hac/forbeneficiaries/fmp/fmp.asp for more information call the Fargo VA Patient Advocate, Tim Cam-
eron (701) 232-2341 ext3837. 
 
Fargo VA 1-701-232-3241 or 1701-239-3700 1-800 410-9723   Main Category # 1 to refill prescriptions, check the status of your refills, or check 
your upcoming appointments  1-855-560-1718( Appointment inquiry Option #1) (prescription refill & status  Option # 2 >Refill  2> Status) have 
your SS# and prescriptions  Refill # available when calling  Main Category # 2 planning /canceling clinic visits or messages for your provider. 
Please pick your clinics number from list below to make/cancel your visit. If you need help finding your clinic number or you’re calling after your 
clinic closes, press 0 for the operator. (Ambulatory Surgery   9-3921)  (Audiology 9-3748) (Blue Team 9-2584) (Cardiology 9-3529) 
(Dental 9-3371) (Dental Eligibility 9-3453) (eye 9-3993) ( General Surgery, Ortho, Podiatry, ent, Rheumatology, urology 9-3833) ( GI Procedures 9
-3510) ( Gold Team 9-3905) (nephrology, infectious disease, Hepatitis C  9-2420) ( Home based Primary care 9-4316) (mental health 9-3150)   
(neurology , endo/glucose  9-2420) ( pulmonary 9-3524) (radiology 9-3204) Red team & Desk 4 9-2981) 
Will continue on this next month. 
 
Service Officer Robert Saddoris  (218) 243-2663 

NEXT MEETING: National Guard Armory Bemdiji, MN 
Monday, July 15th at 7pm at the  

Commander’s Corner: 
 

Another month gone by and we move forward in to July. The next two months will really hit us hard on clothing to pick up and ship. We are short 
of Volunteers to work with clothing, if there is any way you could give your chapter 4-5 hours a week it would go a long way in getting our trailers 
filled and to Savers. We then would have more funds for your fellow veterans needs. We have had many new members over the last two months 
thanks to your fellow Chapter members. Forget- Me – Not season is here will start in July. Once again I am honored to be your Commander. 

Commander George Edwards   (218) 556-4633 
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CH. #7 UPCOMING HOLIDAYS & EVENTSCH. #7 UPCOMING HOLIDAYS & EVENTS
Jan 1st – New Year’s Day

Jan 2nd -- DAV Chapter 7 Executive 
Meeting @ 1630 Hrs.

Jan 15th – DAV Chapter 7 General 
Membership Meeting @ 1830 Hrs.

Jan 15th – Martin Luther King Jr. Day

Feb 2nd – Groundhog Day

Feb 3rd – Four Chaplains’ Day

Feb 4th – USO’s Birthday

Feb 5th -- DAV Chapter 7 Executive 
Meeting @ 1630 Hrs.

Feb 12th – Abraham Lincoln’s Birthday

Feb 13th – Mardi Gras

Feb 14th – Ash Wednesday (Lent 
begins)

Feb 19th -- DAV Chapter 7 General 
Membership Meeting @ 1830 Hrs.

Feb 19th – Presidents Day

Feb 22nd – George Washington’s 
Birthday

Mar 4th -- DAV Chapter 7 Executive 
Meeting @ 1630 Hrs.

Mar 7th- 10th – DAV Mid-Winter 
Conference in Washington DC

Mar 10th – Daylight Savings Time 
begins.

Mar 17th – St. Patrick’s Day

Mar 18th -- DAV Chapter 7 General 
Membership Meeting @ 1830 Hrs.

Mar 20th – Spring Equinox (Spring 
begins)

Mar 24th – Palm Sunday

Mar 29th – Good Friday

Mar 29th – Vietnam War Veterans Day

Mar 31st – Easter Sunday

COMMANDER:	 Gene Schwantes - (218) 556-4592
SENIOR VICE: 	 Darrel Baltzell
JUNIOR VICE:	 Tom Annonson
ADJUTANT:	 Jeff Meyer
SERVICE OFFICERS:	 Tom Annonson
TREASURER:	 Jeri Harvey 
CHAPLAIN:	 Mike Gutz - (218) 444-5015
JUDGE ADVOCATE:	 Ward Sutton
SERGEANT AT ARMS:	 Bruce Tiegen 
OFFICER OF THE DAY:	 Glenn Aagard
LEGISLATIVE OFFICER:	 Joe Vene
HISTORIAN:	 Vacant
EXEC. COMMITTEE:	 Bruce Tiegen, Billy Woods, Andy Staudt, 	
	 Henry Hammerback, Jim Pinsonnault

NEXT MEETING:  
DAV Headquarters at  

5441 15th Street NW, Bemidji, MN
Monday, January 15 at 6:30pm

CHAPTER OFFICERS
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

www.acmetools.com

Promoting quality lifestyle choices for older adults.

620 Carr Lk Rd S, Bemidji, MN 56601

Phone: 218-751-1324
Fax: 218-444-5324

acollman@paulbunyan.net
www.AdultDayServicesBemidji.com
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COMMANDER’S CORNER

Greetings Fellow Veterans,

If you missed the DAV Christmas Party, you missed a good time that was had by all in attendance. Not only was the ROTC’s Posting of the 
Flags and Missing Man Table presented very well, but the food was great, and the door prizes were fantastic, but the best part was being able to 
visit with so many other veterans that you don’t get see very often. All I can say “is that Veterans are a great bunch of people!”

DAV Chapter #7 is now officially in its 100th year of existence and the Chapter (which is you and me and all of the other members and those 
that have gone before us) is doing great. We are maintaining our membership numbers, doing well financially, and very successfully serving 
Veterans! It is a very great and humbling feeling to be part of an organization that has been around for that long and has never changed its 
mission of “VETERANS SERVING THOSE THAT HAVE SERVED”. Just as a side note or added bit of information, our Charter was signed 
a year before the state DAV Charter was signed, maybe we should be giving the young in’s a little bit more guidance, but I guess we had to live 
and learn to, I think that they will come around eventually and learn to do things the right way to.

Remember to read your DAV Newsletter, it is the best place to keep up on what is going on in YOUR chapter. It has the information on what 
has happened and on what is going to happen, so stay up to date and read the newsletter, (plus it’s costly if you are only using it for a fire 
starter).

I hope everybody is able to stay happy, healthy, and prosperous for 2024. Just remember, stay away from problems, and how you do that is to 
solve the issue before it becomes a problem. As always, any issues, comments, or concerns, feel free to give me a call. 

Best Wishes for the New Year, 
Gene Schwantes

AUXILIARY COMMANDER’S CORNER

I hope you all had a Happy Holidays!

Thank you to DAV Chapter 7 for the Christmas party and an excellent meal prepared by the Eagle’s staff on December 18th.  The DAV had 
great raffle prizes, congrats to all the winners. The DAV Auxiliary donated the table decorations for the party.  They were later won by the 
participants at the tables playing the Right - Left game. Everyone seemed to enjoy themselves, I know I did. 

Our next meeting will be held March 18, 2024, at the DAV headquarters building. This meeting will be the election of officers, so hope to see 
as many of you there as possible to cast your votes.  

I hope you have a healthy and safe New Year.

Sara Gast

www.AirCorpsAviation.comwww.AirCorpsAviation.com

Your Touchstone Energy® Partner

218-444-2540 800-955-6083
www.beltramielectric.com

www.bemidjichrysler.com www.hondaofbemidji.com
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DAV CHAPTER 7’S CHRISTMAS PARTY

The Chapter held its annual Christmas party on Dec 18th at the Eagle’s Club instead of our normal General membership meeting at the HQ 
building. We had a very good turn out with 93 members, DAV volunteers and along with their guests attending the festivities. For those of you 
that were unable to attend here are a few photos to show you what you missed out on. Happy New Year!

CEMETERY WREATHS

On December 15th DAV North Central Minnesota Chapter 7 Commander Gene Schwantes, Jr. Vice Cmdr. Tom Annonson, and DAV Volunteer 
Jim Heffern placed three Christmas wreaths in the Greenwood Cemetery (at the locations pictured) in Honor and Remembrance of all our 
comrades that lay at rest there.

Commander Gene Schwantes (L), and 
DAV Volunteer Jim Haffner (R) at the main 
flagpole.

DAV Volunteer Jim Haffner (L), and 
Commander Gene Schwantes (R) at the 
kneeling Soldier statue.

Commander Gene Schwantes (L), and Jr. 
Vice Cmdr. Tom Annonson (R) at the Grand 
Army of the Republic (G.A.R.) memorial 
statue.
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Additional Sponsors 
Cease Funeral
Grimes Realty

Lifequest Chiropractic
Nei Bottling

Zetah Construction
www.bemidjiwoolenmills.com

VETERAN OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES PROGRAMS
The following is a list of Organizations that cater to taking Veterans on outdoor events, usually at no cost to Veterans and some offer events that are 
also available to your family members as well. If you are interested in participating in any of these events and don’t have access to a computer have a 
family member help you get in contact with them. Their contact info is listed on their home pages.

American Heroes Outdoor TV 
https://www.americanheroesoutdoors.com/applications/

Band of Brothers Outdoors 
https://www.bandofbrothersoutdoors.com/

Brady Oberg Legacy Foundation 
https://bradyoberglegacyfoundation.org/

Fishing With Vets 
https://fishingwithvets.org/

Mandatory Fun Outdoors 
https://mandatoryfunoutdoors.org/

Middle River Veterans Outdoors 
https://mrveteransoutdoors.com/

Minnesota Veterans Outdoors 
https://www.mnvetsoutdoors.org/

Warriors and Walleyes 
https://warriorsandwalleyes.org/

Wounded Warrior Guide Service 
https://wwgsmn.org/

UPCOMING DAV MN OUTDOOR EVENTS
The Minnesota DAV Department’s Outdoor program has scheduled their upcoming events and posted them on 

their website. Check them out at:
https://davmn.org/events-activities/events-for-veterans/

Eugene Teigland 
Owner

Cell (218) 766-0262 
Ph (218) 751-4477 x 112 

Fx (218) 444-4577

1826 Anne St. NW 
Bemidji, MN 56601

eugene@paulbunyan.net 
www.bemidjisportscentre.com

959 Industrial Park Dr SE, Bemidji, MN 56601959 Industrial Park Dr SE, Bemidji, MN 56601
((218218)) 751-5752 751-5752

www.bernicks.com

COMMERCIAL, RESIDENTIAL, LOCKOUTS,
AUTO CHIP KEYS AND REMOTES,

LOST KEYS REPLACED

NORTHERNNORTHERN
MINNESOTA’SMINNESOTA’S

GUN SAFEGUN SAFE
SUPERSTORE!SUPERSTORE!

(218) 751-8084 • 2919 Bemidji Avenue North • Bemidji, Minnesota

www.meyerssignsource.com
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- BEMIDJI VAN - 
DAV NORTHWEST TRANSPORTATION DATESFREE 

RIDES
FREE RIDES

20242024 20242024

Northwest Transportation MN DAV
Bemidji-Fargo Trips • Pick-up Points:

Bemidji National Guard Armory • Solway in front of bar • Shevlin in front of bar • Bagley Cenex Station west end of town 
Fosston at LaPiere’s on the east end of town • Mahnomen northside of town • Ada Country Store • Mainstreet Leonard & Clearwater

TO SCHEDULE RIDES FOR HIGHLIGHTED GREEN AREAS:
Call  1-855-277-97871-855-277-9787 and follow voice prompts to leave a message.

If you have problems leaving a message call Saddoris at 218-209-1863 (text/call)Saddoris at 218-209-1863 (text/call)..

FREE RIDESFREE RIDES To All Veterans and Caregiver (if needed)!

Volunteer Drivers Needed! 
Call Saddoris for info.
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www.countrykitchenrestaurants.comwww.countrykitchenrestaurants.com

RESTAURANTRESTAURANT

218-444-8963218-444-8963

Darrell’s Auto Glass

2035 Adams Ave. NW
Bemidji, MN 56601

Bemidji: 218-759-8810
Bagley: 218-694-3789

McIntosh: 218-563-2477
Toll Free: 1-888-472-0230

TRAVIS MALTERUD
 Owner

(218) 751-1433 1080 Paul Bunyan Dr. NW
- Bemidji -

Wouldn’t you like to say... 
“It came from Ken K. Thompson Jewelry! ”

Wouldn’t you like to say... 
“It came from Ken K. Thompson Jewelry! ”

www.kingoftheroadtrailers.com
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CHAPLAIN’S CORNER

Greetings to all you fun loving people,

Another year has come and gone, and we are all moving into another year.  Many of us are contemplating any number of events that may 
continue to unfold and reveal interesting developments throughout the world. Just imagine for a moment the many ways that events, 
technology, and society, have changed the course and direction of our lives. Yet, the scriptures remain the same as God continues to move 
forward in his plan of redemption for all those who seek Him and the direction, He has for each of our lives (Daniel 7).       

We are continuing to reflect upon the honor of the Jewish people to include the wonderful existence of Israel as a nation as reflected in the 
scriptures, particularly the Books of Ezekiel, Isaiah, and Romans.  We continue with considering the tumultuous history of the Jewish people 
and the modern-day establishment of The State of Israel, one may ask; what benefit, or favor is there for being a Jew, or in other words, why 
do the Jewish people continue to persevere?  This is a very intriguing question, yet it was a question Paul - Apostle to the Gentiles, asked 
his readers at Rome, around 57AD, when he wrote from Corinth (Romans 3).  Paul answered this question by writing the scripture (Romans 
3:2), “Much in every way.  To begin with to the Jews were entrusted the oracles (the brief communications, the intensions, the utterances) of 
God” (cross reference to Psalm 147:19) - Amplified Bible.  Paul was writing about the salvation history of the Jewish People from the time of 
Abraham to a time when that salvation history was beginning to incorporate Gentiles.  

This time frame is what Jesus was describing when He stated, “ ... and Jerusalem will be trodden down by the Gentiles until the times of the 
Gentiles be fulfilled (completed)” (Luke 21:24; cross reference to Isaiah 63:18 and Daniel 8:13) - Amplified Bible.  Jesus stated the event that 
would usher in this phase of salvation history is the destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple, which occurred in 70 AD, thirteen years after Paul 
wrote his letter to the Romans.  Paul further mentioned that the length of this time frame in Jewish history would be however long it takes to 
bring or usher in, the salvation of the Gentiles.  

Please allow a moment of observation at this point.  Notice the “time of the Gentiles” would begin with the destruction of Israel and the 
Temple, so does that mean on the other side of the time continuum that the event of the establishment of the modern state of Israel starts to 
conclude or finish the “time of the Gentiles”? This is an interesting observation and a good question, but before we continue, it’s interesting to 
note the period of Jewish history we are currently living in, or experiencing now is a mystery written about by Paul (Romans 11).  While Paul 
was writing about this mystery of salvation history (Romans 11:25), he also included the graciousness of God and a very severe warning of 
immense importance to us Gentiles, in other words, we are to be very careful about our attitude towards the Jewish People (Romans 11:20-29).  
As a result, there is absolutely no room for an attitude of anti-Semitism in the heart of a Christian as we have seen all over the place through the 
media. As Christians we are in-fact, according to God’s view, Jewish people (Romans 2:29).   

We see here that the Jewish people were chosen by God and entrusted with the most sacred of duties, to preserve His land and oracles.  Despite 
all of their hardships, they remain steadfast.  I hope this encourages all people from all walks of life to follow the example of Abraham, Isaac, 
Jacob, Elijah and to know Jesus Christ. 

Mike and Julie Gutz
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