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Chaplain’s Corner: 
 

     Summer is here in beautiful Northern Minnesota with it's long daylight hours, the beauty of green growing things, and the sound of bird songs 
from early morning to late evening.  Been thinking of other long days- days of grieving over loss of a loved one, or loss of health.  Perhaps you 
know long days of pain- either physical, or emotional, or mental- along with sleepless nights that leave you feeling tired and weary to face another 
long day.  Just read from a devotional called  "Our Daily Bread" for June 22 about a man who knew long painful days. Here is a quote from part of 
David McCasland's writing: 
 
     The Old Testament character, Job, repeatedly considered God's creation in his struggle to make sense of the numbing loss of his health, his 
wealth, and his children.  
     --Creation itself did not answer Job's questions, but the heavens and the earth pointed him to God the Creator, who alone could respond with 
help and hope.    
     --The Lord who upholds the universe by the "word of His power" (Hebrews 1:3; Colossians  
1:17) is in control of our everyday lives.  Experiences that seem "empty places" are all undergirded by our heavenly Father's power and love." 
 
     If you are experiencing long days of "empty places", seek the God of creation who knows all about you. If you need to talk with someone, please  
feel free to call. 
 
God bless and keep you, 
Bruce Holden, DAV Chaplain (218) 407-0925 Mavis Holden, DAVA Co-Chaplain (218) 407-0927 

Service Officer’s Corner: 
 
(Q) Does my enrollment in the VA Health Care System affect my eligibility for emergency care?  (A)YES. Your local VA medical center’s benefits 
counselor can explain how enrollment (or other special status categories)   affect your eligibility. (Q) If I have other insurance (Tricare, Medicare, 
Medicaid, Blue Cross, etc.). Will it affect whether claims for emergency services will be paid at VA expense?  (A) YES. It may your local VA med-
ical center’s benefits counselor can explain how other insurance can affect whether the VA can pay for your non-VA medical claims. 
Non-VA Facilities pamphlet www4.va.gov/hac/forbeneficiaries/fmp/fmp.asp for more information call the Fargo VA Patient Advocate, Tim Cam-
eron (701) 232-2341 ext3837. 
 
Fargo VA 1-701-232-3241 or 1701-239-3700 1-800 410-9723   Main Category # 1 to refill prescriptions, check the status of your refills, or check 
your upcoming appointments  1-855-560-1718( Appointment inquiry Option #1) (prescription refill & status  Option # 2 >Refill  2> Status) have 
your SS# and prescriptions  Refill # available when calling  Main Category # 2 planning /canceling clinic visits or messages for your provider. 
Please pick your clinics number from list below to make/cancel your visit. If you need help finding your clinic number or you’re calling after your 
clinic closes, press 0 for the operator. (Ambulatory Surgery   9-3921)  (Audiology 9-3748) (Blue Team 9-2584) (Cardiology 9-3529) 
(Dental 9-3371) (Dental Eligibility 9-3453) (eye 9-3993) ( General Surgery, Ortho, Podiatry, ent, Rheumatology, urology 9-3833) ( GI Procedures 9
-3510) ( Gold Team 9-3905) (nephrology, infectious disease, Hepatitis C  9-2420) ( Home based Primary care 9-4316) (mental health 9-3150)   
(neurology , endo/glucose  9-2420) ( pulmonary 9-3524) (radiology 9-3204) Red team & Desk 4 9-2981) 
Will continue on this next month. 
 
Service Officer Robert Saddoris  (218) 243-2663 

NEXT MEETING: National Guard Armory Bemdiji, MN 
Monday, July 15th at 7pm at the  

Commander’s Corner: 
 

Another month gone by and we move forward in to July. The next two months will really hit us hard on clothing to pick up and ship. We are short 
of Volunteers to work with clothing, if there is any way you could give your chapter 4-5 hours a week it would go a long way in getting our trailers 
filled and to Savers. We then would have more funds for your fellow veterans needs. We have had many new members over the last two months 
thanks to your fellow Chapter members. Forget- Me – Not season is here will start in July. Once again I am honored to be your Commander. 

Commander George Edwards   (218) 556-4633 
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Mar 4th -- DAV Chapter 7 
Executive Meeting @ 1630 Hrs.

Mar 7th- 10th – DAV Mid-Winter 
Conference in Washington DC

Mar 10th – Daylight Savings Time 
begins.

Mar 17th – St. Patrick’s Day
Mar 18th -- DAV Chapter 7 General 

Membership Meeting @ 1830 Hrs.
Mar 20th – Spring Equinox (Spring 

begins)
Mar 24th – Palm Sunday
Mar 29th – Good Friday
Mar 29th – Vietnam War Veterans 

Day
Mar 31st – Easter Sunday
Apr 1st – April Fools’ Day
Apr 8th – DAV Chapter 7 Executive 

Meeting @ 1630 Hrs.
Apr 15th – Tax Day
Apr 15th -- DAV Chapter 7 General 

Membership Meeting @ 1830 Hrs.

Apr 22nd – Passover Begins
Apr 26th – Arbor Day
May 1st – May Day
May 2nd – National Day of Prayer
May 7th – Unconditional Surrender 

of all German Forces signed in 
1945

May 8th – Victory in Europe (V-E) 
Day

May 10th – Military Spouses Day
May 12th – Mother’s Day
May 15th – Peace Officers Memorial 

Day  (Flags at Half Staff until 
Sunset)

May 18th – Armed Forces Day
May 22nd – National Maritime Day
May 27th – Memorial Day (Flags at 

half staff until Noon)

COMMANDER:	 Gene Schwantes - (218) 556-4592
SENIOR VICE: 	 Darrel Baltzell
JUNIOR VICE:	 Tom Annonson
ADJUTANT:	 Jeff Meyer
SERVICE OFFICERS:	 Tom Annonson - (218) 251-3025
TREASURER:	 Jeri Harvey 
CHAPLAIN:	 Mike Gutz - (218) 444-5015
JUDGE ADVOCATE:	 Ward Sutton
SERGEANT AT ARMS:	 Bruce Tiegen 
OFFICER OF THE DAY:	 Glenn Aagard
LEGISLATIVE OFFICER:	 Joe Vene
HISTORIAN:	 Vacant
EXEC. COMMITTEE:	 Bruce Tiegen, Billy Woods, Andy Staudt, 	
	 Henry Hammerback, Jim Pinsonnault

NEXT MEETING:  
DAV Headquarters at  

5441 15th Street NW, Bemidji, MN
Monday, March 18 at 6:30pm

CHAPTER OFFICERS
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www.acmetools.com

Promoting quality lifestyle choices for older adults.

620 Carr Lk Rd S, Bemidji, MN 56601

Phone: 218-751-1324
Fax: 218-444-5324

acollman@paulbunyan.net
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COMMANDER’S CORNER

Hello Veterans,                            

Happy spring in February, this is a year that I do not remember ever having anything like it, bare grass in the middle of February, really, in 
northern Minnesota, can’t be.  

Oh well, I hope we get some rain so we don’t continue in the drought we are in.

I hope everybody is doing well. We had another great meeting, and we sincerely missed the other 600 members that weren’t able to attend, but 
maybe next month they will be able to make it, we would love to see you. Next month we will be taking nominations again for Commander, 
Sr. Vice Commander, and Jr. Vice Commander and then we will be holding the elections for those positions, so get your name in and become 
an officer in this great organization. Swearing in of the new officers will be done at the March meeting. (If the other 600 members are able to 
attend and we need to have a paper ballot vote for officers, it might take a little while to count the ballots.)

Also remember that Veterans Day on the Hill is on April 17 and the bus leaves the Walmart parking lot at 6 am, come join the fun and a free trip 
to the State Capital and free food for the day.

Next up is the DAV State Convention held April 25-27 in Alexandria, Mn., please let me know if you are interested in attending.

In next month’s DAV newsletter, we will be kicking off the start of our 100-year anniversary celebration, SOOO, make sure you read the 
newsletter from cover to cover, it is full of great information.

Remember, as always, if DAV or I can be of any assistance, please give me a call at 218-556-4592, we will do the best we can for you. 

Wishing you all great happiness and fantastic health, 
Gene Schwantes

AUXILIARY COMMANDER’S CORNER

Greetings Everyone,

Just want to remind everyone that we will be holding our next meeting March 18th,, and we are looking forward to seeing as many of you there 
that are able to attend this first meeting of the year. We will be electing officers at this meeting, so plan to attend and vote. If any of you are 
interested in holding an office, please let me know before the meeting.

Thank you, 
Sara Gast

MILITARY HOLIDAYS AND OBSERVANCE DAYS THROUGHOUT THE YEAR:

•	 March 3 – Navy Reserve Birthday

•	 March 13 - K-9 Veterans Day – The date is the official 
birthday of the United States K9 Corps and a day to honor 
their service.

•	 March 25 - Medal of Honor Day – A holiday to honor the 
heroism and sacrifice of Medal of Honor recipients for the 
United States.

•	 March 29 – Vietnam Veterans Day – A national holiday to 
recognize and honor Veterans who served in the military 
during the Vietnam War.

Your Touchstone Energy® Partner

218-444-2540 800-955-6083
www.beltramielectric.com

www.bemidjichrysler.com www.hondaofbemidji.com
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THE DISABLED AMERICAN VETERANS NORTH CENTRAL CHAPTER #7 
REGULARLY CONVENED ON 19 FEBURARY 2024 AT 1830.

OPENING CEREMONY: * OPENING PRAYER	  * PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
A. ROLL CALL of OFFICERS to determine if a quorum is present.

Commander Gene Schwantes Present
Senior Vice Commander Darrell Baltzell Present
Junior Vice Commander Tom Annonson Present
Adjutant Jeff Meyer Present
Treasurer Jeri Harvey Present
Chaplain Mike Gutz Present
Judge Advocate Ward Sutton Present
Sergeant-At-Arms Bruce Tiegen Present
Officer of the Day Glen Aagard Present
Historian Vacant N/A
B.	 Members Present: 13
C.  Introduction of Guests or Visitors: None 
D.  Minutes of Previous Meeting:

1.	Minutes were read and motion to accept made by Randy, 2d by Mike, the 
motion carried.

E.  Treasurer’s Report:

1.	Treasurers report was read by Commander Gene, Motion to accept by Andy, 2d 
by Dean, the motion carried.

F.  Communications:

1.	Savers reports 106 loaded trailers in the inventory, 33 cloth, 61, misc. 5 mixed 
and 7 books. Also, Josh is accepting orders or rather requests for new clothing 
bins from Chapters.

2.	Northern State Bank out of Gonvick has made a donation to us on behalf of 
their employee Barb Sellers.

3.	DAV Natl has put together a webinar for the upcoming DAV Community Impact 
Day.  https://dav-org.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_-AKKnTI3QsOAGj4w1EKhPg 
is the link to join the webinar on 2/21/2024. See your adjutant if you need a 
different link or rather the link sent to your personal email.

4.	DAV National has declared April 6th of 2024 as DAV Community Impact Day. You 
can pledge your time at http://www.communityimpactday.org/ or contact your 
adjutant for link or more information.

G.  Committee Reports:

1.	Membership: No new members

2.	Service Officer: NA

3.	Hospital/Sickness and Distress: Our new Veterans Home in Bemidji is finally 
taking new residents!!

4.	Legislative: NA

5.	Entertainment: NA

6.	Publicity and Fundraising: Bemidji gun show at the Armory is coming up in Apr, 
Tom will be in attendance to raise funds.

7.	Medical Equipment: 27 issues and 6 donations.

8.	Scholarship Committee: applications have been updated and sent out for the 
2024/2025 school year.

H.  Executive Committee Action Items: No actions were brought forward.

I.  Old Business: 

1.	Veterans Day on the Hill April 17, leaving Walmart parking lot 0600, with an 
anticipated return to Bemidji between 1830 and 1900, contact Tom for more 
info or to sign up. You do not need to be a Veteran to participate!

2.	Chapter 7 donated 1600 dollars (one person) for this year’s flight. 

J.  New Business: 

1.	Union station thrift donation of $2022.22 dollars from our new partnership with 
them.

2.	Nominations for officers:

a.	Commander-Gene Schwantes

b.	Sr. Vice Darrel Baltzell

c.	 Jr. Vice Tom Annonson

3.	DAV convention delegate nominees: Gene, Tom, Ward, and Mike. If you are 
interested in attending this year’s spring convention on 25-27 April, please get 
a hold of the adjutant or the commander.

K.  Good of the Order: 

1.	Fargo VA, Heart Health Fair will be held (at Fargo VA) 2/27/24 from 0900-1300, 
in the 3d floor auditorium.

L.  Closing Ceremonies performed. 

M.  Motion to Adjourn:

 Motion by Mike and second by Tom. Motion carried.

 Meeting adjourned at 1934 Hrs., 

 Next meeting 3/18/2024 @ 1830 Hrs.

VETERANS ON THE HILL DAY 2024

Veterans on the Hill Day (VotH) will take place on the 17th of April at the Capitol in St Paul, MN.

The Bemidji Bus Lines charter bus will seat 50 people and seating will fill up quickly, so sign up early to get your seat(s) reserved!

Please Text or Email me your information prior to the 10th of April so that I can add your names to my list. Your information must 
contain the following:

•	 Name(s) of everyone planning to join us.
•	 Cell phone number of each participating individual, we don’t want anyone getting left behind.
•	 Which pick up point you want to meet the bus at, plan to be at your pick-up point 20–30 minutes prior to the arrival times as these times 

may vary depending on road conditions and traffic:
•	 Bemidji Walmart parking lot, promptly departing at 0600 Hrs.
•	 Former Akeley VFW, arriving approx. 0640 Hrs., departing 10 minutes later.
•	 Bricks Travel Center, Motley, MN, arriving approx. 0750 Hrs. Departing 15 minutes after arrival.
•	 Copper Lantern Restaurant in St Cloud, arriving approx. 0905 Hrs. Departing 10 minutes after arrival.

If you have any questions or concerns, feel free to call / text me at (218) 251-3025 or Email at torgor@lightspeed.net.

Thank you for supporting our Veterans!

Sincerely, 
Tom Annonson 
Trip Coordinator
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Additional Sponsors 
Cease Funeral
Grimes Realty

Lifequest Chiropractic
Nei Bottling

Zetah Construction
www.bemidjiwoolenmills.com

VETERAN OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES PROGRAMS
The following is a list of Organizations that cater to taking Veterans on outdoor events, usually at no cost to Veterans and some offer events that are 
also available to your family members as well. If you are interested in participating in any of these events and don’t have access to a computer have a 
family member help you get in contact with them. Their contact info is listed on their home pages.

American Heroes Outdoor TV 
https://www.americanheroesoutdoors.com/applications/

Band of Brothers Outdoors 
https://www.bandofbrothersoutdoors.com/

Brady Oberg Legacy Foundation 
https://bradyoberglegacyfoundation.org/

Fishing With Vets 
https://fishingwithvets.org/

Mandatory Fun Outdoors 
https://mandatoryfunoutdoors.org/

Middle River Veterans Outdoors 
https://mrveteransoutdoors.com/

Minnesota Veterans Outdoors 
https://www.mnvetsoutdoors.org/

Warriors and Walleyes 
https://warriorsandwalleyes.org/

Wounded Warrior Guide Service 
https://wwgsmn.org/

UPCOMING DAV MN OUTDOOR EVENTS
The Minnesota DAV Department’s Outdoor program has scheduled their upcoming events and posted them on 

their website. Check them out at:
https://davmn.org/events-activities/events-for-veterans/

Eugene Teigland 
Owner

Cell (218) 766-0262 
Ph (218) 751-4477 x 112 

Fx (218) 444-4577

1826 Anne St. NW 
Bemidji, MN 56601

eugene@paulbunyan.net 
www.bemidjisportscentre.com

959 Industrial Park Dr SE, Bemidji, MN 56601959 Industrial Park Dr SE, Bemidji, MN 56601
((218218)) 751-5752 751-5752

www.bernicks.com

COMMERCIAL, RESIDENTIAL, LOCKOUTS,
AUTO CHIP KEYS AND REMOTES,

LOST KEYS REPLACED

NORTHERNNORTHERN
MINNESOTA’SMINNESOTA’S

GUN SAFEGUN SAFE
SUPERSTORE!SUPERSTORE!

(218) 751-8084 • 2919 Bemidji Avenue North • Bemidji, Minnesota

www.meyerssignsource.com
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- BEMIDJI VAN - 
DAV NORTHWEST TRANSPORTATION DATESFREE 

RIDES
FREE RIDES

20242024 20242024

Northwest Transportation MN DAV
Bemidji-Fargo Trips • Pick-up Points:

Bemidji National Guard Armory • Solway in front of bar • Shevlin in front of bar • Bagley Cenex Station west end of town 
Fosston at LaPiere’s on the east end of town • Mahnomen northside of town • Ada Country Store • Mainstreet Leonard & Clearbrook

TO SCHEDULE RIDES FOR HIGHLIGHTED RED AREAS:
Call  1-855-277-97871-855-277-9787 and follow voice prompts to leave a message.

If you have problems leaving a message call Saddoris at 218-209-1863 (text/call)Saddoris at 218-209-1863 (text/call)..

FREE RIDESFREE RIDES To All Veterans and Caregiver (if needed)!

Volunteer Drivers Needed! 
Call Saddoris for info.
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www.countrykitchenrestaurants.comwww.countrykitchenrestaurants.com

RESTAURANTRESTAURANT

218-444-8963218-444-8963

Darrell’s Auto Glass

2035 Adams Ave. NW
Bemidji, MN 56601

Bemidji: 218-759-8810
Bagley: 218-694-3789

McIntosh: 218-563-2477
Toll Free: 1-888-472-0230

TRAVIS MALTERUD
 Owner

(218) 751-1433 1080 Paul Bunyan Dr. NW
- Bemidji -

Wouldn’t you like to say... 
“It came from Ken K. Thompson Jewelry! ”

Wouldn’t you like to say... 
“It came from Ken K. Thompson Jewelry! ”

www.kingoftheroadtrailers.com
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CHAPLAIN’S CORNER

Greetings to all you Disabled American Veterans, Auxiliary Members, Citizens, Fellow Americans, Moms, Dads, Friends, and Neighbors.  Last 
month we were discussing some of the mysteries in The Bible.  We concluded these mysteries are not necessarily something we are looking to 
solve, but rather we want to know more about the mystery itself.  The mysteries we will be looking at are those specifically identified by the 
scriptures as hidden truth in the past, present and future.  Some examples of mysteries in the past from the Old Testament were the mystery of 
God (Colossians 2:2), Jesus Christ (Colossians 4:3), and The Gospel (good news of God saving all who believe in Christ - Ephesians 6:19).  
One may ask the question, “How did the Old Testament refer to Christ, when He had not been, born, named, or known back during that time?”  
The Old Testament referred to Jesus Christ by many names,  Lord’s Servant, Son of Man, My Lord, A Prophet Like Moses, and described the 
purpose for Him being here on Earth, as well as the things that would happen to Him such as His crucifixion (Isaiah 53, Daniel 7, Psalm 110, 
John 4, Luke 24:44, Deuteronomy 18:15-19).  Yet Christ was definitely a mystery throughout The Old Testament, or Tanakh (Jewish Bible) 
because many people did not fully understand Him through all the prophetic indicators.  There was confusion between two different Messiahs, 
one would be a suffering servant, while the other a victorious king.  Yet somehow, out of these two, a Messiah would make everything right for 
Israel.  The Samaritan woman and her town’s people met Jesus Christ, and then, they understood this mystery, or hidden truth.  (John 4). 

God, from out of His love and kindness gave people a way of being with Him in peace, forgiving their sins and iniquity on credit such as Job 
(Job 1:8).  Therefore, when Jesus Christ did arrive on earth to do everything The Father wanted Him to do, Jesus paid off the credit through 
His work on the cross and became a bridge between the holiness of God and the iniquity of all mankind (past, present and future).  God 
is so incredibly pure and holy; He cannot see or be in the presence of evil (Habakkuk 1:13). Man on the other hand is so incredibly evil in 
comparison to God.  The presence of evil automatically incurs God’s judgment and punishment, yet at the same time God’s love for all of us 
is such that God wants everyone to be saved (1 Timothy 2:3-4, Ezekiel 18:23, 2 Peter 3:9, Matthew 23:37).  It is through God’s kindness that 
draws us to Him so we can change our mind and follow Him, while asking God for His forgiveness of our sins (Romans 2:1-11). There are a 
lot of people who have difficulty balancing these two extremes, but this is where Jesus Christ (fully God and fully man) comes in to resolve 
this dilemma through His work on the cross.  God knew from the beginning, all of this was going to take place, and this is why Christ was slain 
from the beginning of creation (Genesis 1:1, Revelation 13:8).  The cross is actually the location where God’s purity and man’s iniquity literally 
collide, and among other things, allowing Gentiles to be part of Israel (Romans 11), thereby making Jewish people jealous because we honor 
and believe God by using Jewish customs.  This can be seen by Christians who participate in Passover meals and respect the Jewish people.  

In the next few months, we will be looking at the mystery of iniquity (2 Thessalonians 2:7) and the mystery of all believers being changed 
(translated) in the future and caught up in the sky to be with Christ forever (Rapture - 1 Corinthians 15:51, 1 Thessalonians 4:16).  We will be 
attempting to answer a military retired veteran’s question regarding God’s pre-ordained plans and mankind’s free will.

Mike & Julie Gutz

 
218-444-2845   www.stellher.com 
Offices in: Bemidji, Detroit Lakes, and Baudette 
 

■ READY-MIX CONCRETE ■ AGGREGATES
■ ASPHALT PAVING

Sales 751-6241 | Dispatch 751-6215
Asphalt 751-5413 | Toll Free (866) 383-6215

 

    

 751-2538 
1106 Paul Bunyan Drive South 

Bemidji, MN 56601   
(218) 751-2538 

Land   *  Lakeshore  
     

WE KNOW  
REAL ESTATE 

 

Residential  *  Commercial 

www.lakenwoods.com

www.AirCorpsAviation.comwww.AirCorpsAviation.com
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Law Offices of 

      FULLER, WALLNER, CAYKO,         
PEDERSON & HUSEBY, LTD. 
514 America Ave., P.O. Box 880 

    Bemidji, MN 56619-0880 
  
 

Office Phone:  Fax Number:  
218-751-2221  218-751-2285 
800-552-6881  www.lawofficemn.com 
 
 
 
 

Empowering OUR 
LOCAL COMMUNITies

81829F_MPF

2000 Paul Bunyan Dr. NW • Bemidji • (218) 444 -1400

2401 Hannah Ave NW • Bemidji MN 56601

218-751-0850
bemidjifl oral.net
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
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

2 convenient locations in Bemidji:
North location: 8001 Irvine Ave • South location: 2202 Division St

Gasoline * Diesel * Propane * Deli * Snacks * Cold Drinks * Hot Coffee

Where EVERYONE is a VIP!
Sign up for 

Northdale Rewards!

It’s FREE! It’s EASY!

Propane Offi ce: 785 Louise Lane NW (218) 444-6637

Service availability depends on location. Some restrictions may apply. This institution is an equal opportunity employer.

1831 Anne St. NW - Bemidji
218.444.1234 • 888.586.3100
paulbunyan.net

Get GigaZone Blast featuring WIFI 6 technology

PAULBUNYAN.NET

24330 480th St.
Laporte, MN

56461

Shops Located at:

pvtc24@gmail.com
Cell: 218 556 1991

Phone: 218 751 9624

Thunderbird Graphics
675 Mag Seven Ct SW

Bemidji, MN 56601

www.customengravingminnesota.com

MPCA
License #4139

48972 
Thunderbolt 
Drive
Bemidji, MN

The Finest in Cakes, Pastries & Breads

218-444-BUNS  www.gr8buns.com

Come in for coffee & a roll!

Breakfast • Lunch • Soup & Sandwich

Raphael’s
Bakery & Cafe

Military
Discounts

(218) 444-3459 
602 S. Railroad St SE • Bemidji, MN 56601

3330 Irvine Avenue NW • Bemidji, MN 56601
Tel: 218-751-3159

osfh@paulbunyan.net
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If you would like to receive the newsletter by email, please send your  If you would like to receive the newsletter by email, please send your  
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Contact Sara  
for a quote today!

www.sarasagency.com

Josh BradsethJosh Bradseth

skipstireservicemn.com

www.tbirdgraphics.com tbirdpenny@gmail.com


